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Tonight was also notable as we had guests with links to Belarus (formerly Russia - near Chernobyl)  
namely our speaker Gin McGiffin  with her two children as well as a total of three Belarus children and 
their beautiful young translator LARYSA over here as part of the Chernobyl Children’s Life Line 
Charity .  

Gin spoke very well about her involvement in the charity and how her daughter Kaysha  had been the 
one to get her and the family all involved at the age of just ten years in hosting children after seeing a 
child in a village shop over here from the scheme and what drew her attention to this little girl was the 
fact that her shoes did not match her outfit! (anyone who has had a 10 year old daughter will know 
how that happens)  

The lady with the little girl explained the how & why of her being over here from Chernobyl. So what 
did this 10 year old do? She researched Chernobyl and the disaster, she then explored the Charity 
Life Line and then told her family they had to join in to host kids too and the family have been doing so 
ever since!!!  

(how true is the saying that, from little acorns, big oak trees grow!) Afterwards I told this pretty young 
lady Kaysha (now aged 15 years) that when she is older I want her to become a Rotarian and her 
mother too! 

Gin informed us that just by the children coming over here from Belarus for a 4 week holiday they will 
increase their  life expectancy by 2 years! 

Gin and family moved to Swindon around this time and she thought that they would not be able to 
carry on with the project but she hosted and then set up the Swindon Area group (after a meeting 
where people were invited to come along and find out about it. 

Amongst the first questions were ‘how long are they with us and what time do you pick them up each 
day?’- Answer, you keep them all the time - some folk left then!  

Question, how much do you pay? – Answer, there is no payment! - another lot left but one family were 
still there and it has grown from that. 

A few details of the scheme;  

Families can only host when they have gone through the family check and all selected must have two 
children at a time for obvious reasons. The host can specify the age and sex of the children they wish 
to host and receive photos and details of the children beforehand. On one occasion a child needed 
surgery whilst over here and Gin had to raise money for it – when this got around folk were putting 
money through her letter box and a little old lady appeared with £5.00 and in two weeks Gin had 
raised £3,000.00 for the operation.  

Over 70 kids have been hosted in the Swindon Area and since C.C.L.L. ‘s inception in 1991 OVER 
FOUR THOUSAND CHILDREN HAVE COME TO THE U.K. EACH YEAR! 

We were told that 70% of the Chernobyl radiation fell on Belarus and the fall out came over as far as 
Wales and remember that the poor folk who live there receive around £25.00 per month for a 12 hour 
working day! So they grow their own food, raise their own animals and catch fish, all in polluted ground 
and rivers and that is how they ingest the radiation 

Gin told us many more things and I am sorry if I didn’t get them all down but it was sometimes too 
interesting to even take down bullet points.  

The presentation finished with a DVD entitled ‘Home from Home’ showing the area the kids come from 
and a visit they made over here. The commentary and the mood music using Dire Straits sombre 
‘Road to Hell’ was so fitting when we saw the landscape and deserted homes and polluted ground 
over there swiftly followed by the mood change showing their happiness of their visit to Britain and 
their first trip to the seaside complete with sandcastle and ice-cream, this section was so amplified by 
the sound of a happy Queen song to accompany them. 
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Gin informed us that the coach taking them to the seaside this year was booked but not yet funded 
and immediately Rotarian Dave Coe  said that it would be sponsored either by him or by the club – 
this shows how moved we all were by these kids (there but for the Grace of God etc, etc!)  

Thanks to our clubs Walkley Walk  through the night this year, walkers for this charity have raised 
around £3,000.00  

There is a container going to Belarus every 6 months and goods are needed to fill it & help the people, 
these can be as varied as good clothing - wall tiles – bicycles – tools - toys even toilets - taps - pipes 
but all has to be in new or good condition  for this is not a dumping ground of old worn out goods. 
We will arrange collections and transport to Westbury where the containers are stored later but in the 
meantime please earmark stuff for them and keep it to one side the next one goes on the 1st 
September 

Our guest Janice Tucker  brought our attention to a calendar she is organising to raise funds for the 
C.C.L.L. with the opportunity to take advertising space within it from only £50.00. 

For more information; I have scanned and attached part of the CCLL leaflet for you to read if you were 
unable to be there on the night.---- extra info from Mrs Gin (Virginia) McGiffin tel 01793 728251 
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Pictures are; 

The table groups. 

The young lady in the greeny top 
is  Kaysha McGiffin  the English 
ex-10year old, now 15 that started 
it all within her family 

 

Young lady guests sign the visitors 
book with translator Larysa 
showing where 

Centre bottom row; Gin McGiffin 

Right hand side; Janice Tucker 

Bottom centre; Even little Russian 
girls spot a camera – this is Katya  

 

 

Other items  

Rotarian Dave Coe  announce an opportunity for our Gazebo to go to the Charity Polo Match on 30 th 
August  to aid the Help4Heroes Charity  to aid our wounded servicemen for Iraq and Afghanistan and 
he will be speaking to our resident artist Rotarian Mark Amis  concerning the picture that was painted 
to raise funds for that same charity to see how to marry the two together as there will be “thousands of 
people there!”  

Dave is also organising a Karting  evening of fun on October 18th from 6 to 8pm and I understand that 
there was immediate take up of teams to race, more info from him later 

Finally the evening was deemed a huge success and thank you’s must go to P.P. Peter 
Collis  for the sound system and Goldsworthys hairdressing  for the digital projector, laptop, 
etc 

 

EXTRA SUMMER EVENT 

Gold’s Sandwich party                                      Sunday 3 rd August  at Windyridge  

If you came to one of the other ones, you will know the format, if not;  

Entry fee is a plate of sandwiches (exotic preferably! - but not like in the Vicar of Dibley!!!) 
plus a bottle or two of pop!  

Your hosts will provide the venue - the desserts - the pool at a constant 90 degrees (beautiful!) - 
hot tub and garden games like Jenga or just sit and chat, its up to you, just come along and 
enjoy! 

Plenty of room even if wet—no, I meant the weather!!  

(“well behaved kids are almost welcome”) (well it would make a change from poorly behaved Rotarians) 

A Round Robin will circulate at the club as we do need to know numbers for obvious reasons. 
Look forward to being together again!  
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JULY SALE TIME  
 

Hurry ... hurry ... hurry ... 
  
We just have the following items of clothing to sel l at a BARGAIN  PRICE 
  
1 Polo Shirt, size Medium - £4.00 
1 Sweatshirt, size Medium - £6.00 
1 x v-neck Pullover, size Medium - £10.00 
1 x v-neck Pullover, size Large - £10.00 
All with our Club Logo! 
  
Come and see your Treasurer for the bargain of the year. 

                                                  (Steve, you really now have to state if they Men’s or Ladies? Golds!) 

�

�

Thank you 
messages to our 

club via 
I.P.P. Tony Horn 
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Just a note to aid efficiency for future transactions, if you would like a cheque raised for a specific person or 
charity, could you please let me have in writing (email will be fine): 
The payee 
The amount 
Where to send the cheque, i.e. the full address, or back to you 
 Also, any supporting evidence (e.g. an invoice) would be extremely helpful for audit purposes. 
  
Thank you in anticipation of your kind co-operation ...Your Treasurer Steve 
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�������	��������   - Editor of the Year (AND with a trophy to prove it!) 

Remember to add this to your favourites in your Google (or other browser) web tool bar;   

http://www.rotaryclubofswindonthamesdown.org.uk  

And check out the Club happenings and updated calen dar.  

 

Now onto the lighter side and these in from tonight’s host P.P. Andrew Whiting: 
 
 A young boy had just received his driver's permit a nd asked his father if they 
could discuss his use of the car.  His father said he'd make a deal with his son:   
"You bring your grades up from a C to a B average, study your Bible a little, get 
your hair cut and we'll talk about the car." 
The boy thought about that for a moment, decided he 'd settle for the offer and they 
agreed on it.  After about six weeks his father sai d, "Son, I've been  real proud.  
You brought your grades up and I've observed that y ou have been studying your 
Bible, but I'm real disappointed you didn't get you r hair cut." 
The young man paused a moment then said, "You know,  Dad, I've been thinking about 
that, and I've noticed in my studies of the  Bible that Samson had long hair, John  
the Baptist had long hair, Moses had long hair and there's even a strong  argument 
that Jesus had long hair." 
To this his father replied, "Did you also notice th at they all walked everywhere 
they went?" 
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GOD BLESS ENGLISH WOMEN 

Three men were sitting together bragging about how they had each given their new wife their duties.  
Terry had married a woman from America and bragged that he had told his wife she needed to do all 
the dishes and housework.  
He said that it took a couple days but on the third day he came home to a clean house and the dishes 
were all washed and put away..  
Jimmie had married a woman from Canada . He bragged that he had given his wife orders that she was 
to do all the cleaning, dishes and the cooking.  
He told them that the first day he didn't see any results, but the next day it was better.  
By the third day, his house was clean, the dishes were done, and he had a huge dinner on the table.  
The third man had married an English girl. He boasted that he told her that her duties were to keep the 
house cleaned, dishes washed, laundry and ironing twice a week, lawns mowed, windows cleaned and 
hot meals on the table for every meal.  
He said the first day he didn't see anything.  
The second day he didn't see anything...  
.......................but by the third day most of the swelling had gone down and he could see a little out of 
his left eye, just enough to fix himself a bite to eat, load the dishwasher and call a handyman 

The phone rings and the lady of the house answers, "Hello."   
"Mrs. Ward, please." 
"Speaking."  
"Mrs. Ward, this is Doctor Jones at the Medical Testing Laboratory. When your doctor sent your 
husband's biopsy to the lab yesterday, a biopsy from another Mr. Ward arrived as well, and we are 
now uncertain which one is your husband's?  Frankly the results are either bad or terrible." 
"What do you mean?" Mrs. Ward asks nervously.  
"Well, one of the specimens tested positive for Alzheimer's, and the other one tested positive for AIDS. 
We can't tell which is your husband's." 
"That's dreadful! Can't you do the test again?" questioned Mrs.Ward. 
"Normally we can, but Medicare will only pay for these expensive tests one time." 
"Well, what am I supposed to do now?"  
"The people at Medicare recommended that you drop your husband off somewhere in the middle of 
town. If he finds his way home, don't sleep with him....  
 
Classic Irish Joke   
 
Two Irishmen walk into a pet shop in Dingle, they w alk over to the bird section and 
Gerry says to Paddy Flanagan , 'Dat's dem.'  
 
The owner comes over and asks if he can help them.  
 
'Yeah, we'll take four of dem dere little budgies i n dat cage up dere,' says Gerry.  
 
The owner puts the budgies in a cardboard box.  
 
Paddy Flanagan  and Gerry pay for the birds, leave the shop and ge t into Gerry's 
truck to drive to the top of the Connor Pass.  
 
At the Connor Pass, Gerry looks down at the 1000 fo ot drop and says, 'Dis looks 
like a grand place.'  
 
He takes two birds out of the box, puts one on each  shoulder and jumps off the 
cliff.  
 
Paddy watches as the budgies fly off and Gerry fall s all the way to the bottom, 
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killing himself stone dead.  
 
Looking down at the remains of his best pal, Paddy Flan, shakes his head and 
says, 'F*** dat. Dis budgie jumping is too f***'n d angerous for me!'  
 
THERE'S MORE....   
 
Moment's later; Seamus arrives up at Connor Pass.  
He's been to the pet shop too and walks up to the e dge of the cliff 
carrying another cardboard box in one hand and a sh otgun in the other.  
'Hi, Paddy, watch dis,' Seamus says.  
He takes a parrot from the box and lets him fly fre e.  
He then throws himself over the edge of the cliff w ith the gun.  
Paddy watches as half way down, Seamus takes the gu n and shoots the parrot.  
Seamus continues to plummet down and down until he hits the bottom and breaks every 
bone in his body.  
 
Paddy Flanagan  shakes his head and says, 'And I'm never trying da t parrotshooting 
either!'  
 
IT IS NOT OVER YET...  
 
Paddy Flanagan  is just getting over the shock of losing two frien ds when Sean 
appears.  
He's also been to the pet shop and is carrying a ca rdboard box out of 
which he pulls a chicken.  
Sean then takes the chicken by its legs and hurls h imself off the cliff 
and disappears down and down until he hits a rock a nd breaks his spine.  
Once more Paddy shakes his head.  
 
'F*** dat, lads. First dere was Gerry with his budg ie jumping, den Seamus 
parrotshooting....  

And now Sean and his f***'n hengliding!' 
 
 
 

Sorry John, just had to change the name a teeny bit !! Golds! 
 

BYEEeeeeeeeeeee! 


