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By email to all members of Swindon Thamesdown Rotary Club, Foothill Highlands Rotary Club, Tappahannock Ro-
tary Club and selected Australian Rotary Club Members by Snail-mail to Hon, Members of Swindon Thamesdown and 

now available on our website at;  
http://www.rotaryclubofswindonthamesdown.org.uk/ 

The comments expressed in this newsletter, if not credited to someone else, are the thoughts & opinions of the Editor and therefore may 
not be the opinions of all the members of the Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown.  

Issue 100 Volume 5 and Number 20 of this Rotary Year 

 

 

President Richard Fry 
2009/10  

 Meeting January 5th 2010 
Host PP Alan Jefferies  
 

N.B. Golds has attached sleigh sheet separately  
 
A very cold night with the threat from the met office of very heavy 
snow to start any time from 8 until midnight. 
 
The President decided that discretion was the better part of valour 

and did not try to make the meeting which was 
probably very wise.  
The meeting was taken by S.V.P. John Fisher.  
  
P.P. Alan Jefferies was host and also supplied 
the speaker , Adrian Bell. 
  
Adrian lives in Wanborough and was a full 
time member of the Sauber B.M.W. Formula 
One racing team. 
  

He gave us a very professional presentation his theme being a 
week leading up to a Grand Prix race.   
The first thing that came over was the staggering expense and 
manpower involved to put two cars on the track.  
The team has 60 members. When going by road the team 
uses 6 enormous  trucks two of which can be joined together 
on site to make a covered space the size of a village hall for 
corporate entertainment.  

 

  

Editor; Past President  
Peter Goldsworthy P.H.F.  

Swindon Thamesdown Editor of the year 2007 
District 1100 Editor of the Year 2008/9 (Yeah!) 
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They use 500 meters 
of power cable, have 
their own catering 
facility travelling with 
them and take all the 
fuel and oil from H.Q.  
 
The Red Bull team 
even have their own 
printing works on 
site.  
  
Car preparation starts on Wednesday ( they have the 
staff and spares to rebuild a car on site )  On Thursday 
the drivers arrive and so do the scrutinizers. On of the 

rules stipulates that a driver must be able to exit the car and replace the steering 
wheel in five seconds!  
  
On Friday the cars are put on the track and the differential and the tyres are fine 
tuned for the conditions that prevail or will prevail for the race. 
On Saturday is the practice and qualification and on Sunday the race. Adrian's slot is 
the constant analysing of the fuel to make sure of compliance  and the oil to look for 
tell-tale signs of engine wear and malfunction. 
  
Adrian also showed us photos he had taken (none in the pit with the cars as this ist 

verboten ) his favourite picture is of him with his arms 
wrapped round Danni Minogue !! 
  
After the talk he answered questions and judging from the 
number he received the members found it very interest-
ing. 
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A vote of thanks was given by host Alan Jefferies which also included an apology for 
dragging him out on such a night but as I drove him home he had obviously enjoyed the 
evening as much as we did. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.50 PM,  the snow arrived at  3.45 AM !! 

  
  
  
   
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For our Rotary friends 
over the ponds in 
warmer climes - to 
prove Alan’s comments 
on snow I picture snow 
taken through the win-
dow of our home as it 
was too damn cold to go 
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 A  hooded armed robber bursts into the Bank of Ireland and forces the tellers to load a sack full of 
cash. 
 
 On his way  out the door with the loot one brave Irish customer grabs the hood and pulls  it off, re-
vealing the robber's face.  The robber shoots  the man without hesitation! 
 
 He then looks around the bank to see if anyone else has seen him. One of the tellers is looking 
straight at him...the robber shoots him also. 
 
 Everyone by now is very scared and cowering on the floor. 
 
 "Did anyone else see my face?" demands the  robber.  A few moments of silence...then one elderly 
Irish gent, looking down, tentatively raises his hand and says: 
 
 "I think me wife may have caught a  glimpse."  
   
1. AT&T BLUNDER: 
AT&T fired President John Walter after nine months, saying he lacked intellectual leadership. He re-
ceived a $26 million severance package. Perhaps it's not Walter who's lacking intelligence. 
 
2. WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM OUR FRIENDS: Police in Oakland, CA spent two hours attempt-
ing to subdue a gunman who had barricaded himself inside his home. After firing ten tear gas canis-
ters, officers discovered that the man was standing beside them in the police line, shouting, 'Please 
come out and give yourself up.' 
 
3. WHAT WAS PLAN B??? An Illinois man, pretending to have a gun, kidnapped a motorist and 
forced him to drive to two different automated teller machines, wherein the kidnapper proceeded to 
withdraw money from his own bank accounts. 
 
4. THE GETAWAY! A man walked into a Topeka, Kansas Kwik Stop and asked for all the money in 
the cash drawer. Apparently, the take was too small, so he tied up the store clerk and worked the 
counter himself for three hours until police showed up and grabbed him. 
 
5. DID I SAY THAT??? Police in Los Angeles had good luck with a robbery suspect who just could-
n't control himself during a lineup. When detectives asked each man in the lineup to repeat the words: 
'Give me all your money or I'll shoot', the man shouted, 'that's not what I said!' 
  
6. ARE WE COMMUNICATING??? A man spoke frantically into the phone: 'My wife is pregnant 
and her contractions are only two minutes apart'. 'Is this her first child?' the doctor asked. 'No!' the 
man shouted, 'This is her husband!' 
 
  
7. NOT THE SHARPEST TOOL IN THE SHED! In Modesto, CA, Steven Richard King was arrested 
for trying to hold up a Bank of America branch without a weapon. King used a thumb and a finger to 

simulate a gun. Unfortunately, he failed to keep his hand in his pocket. (hellooooooo)! 
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