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I § THE FUTURE OF ROTARY

Email to the Editor from Sandy Martin of BBC Wiltsh ire 1 el ey

Happy New Year Peter & Peggy and all at The Rotary Club of Swindon
Thamesdown.

Don't forget if you have any emotional stories that have a happy ending give me call 07831
66 14 10.

Best wishes Sandy

Meeting January 2010 - Host/Reporter Rtn Peter John  son;
Speaker Dave King Swindon Advertiser Editor

Dave gave an interesting talk about the role of the Editor in what is
now a local daily paper printed in Oxford and distributed am and not
pm as previously.

He gave us a history of the paper from its start is 1850 right up to today

: and how he expects it to develop in the fu-
ture especially in view of the internet, 24hr
radio and T.V. news.

He also brought along copies of the original
paper 70 years ago that month so_some peo-
ple could see what was in the news the year
they were born.

1 Peter Goldsworthy was very interested in




this along with one or two other younger members?

In his role as Editor and local radio pun-
dit he said he tried always to balance
the papers views, was never lead by Re-
ligion or Political bias and tried to ensure
details were reported fairly and accu-
rately.

He promised to support Rotary and its

ambitions and would work to strengthen
ties with our PR Team. He even told us
the headline for 2 days in advance
(confessions of s window cleaner) but
would not elaborate further in the hope
we would all buy a paper.

In question time Peter Treasure
said he had a copy at home of the
1st paper and Peter Collis wanted to
know why copy sent in was changed
and often resulted in errors appear-

ing..

Dave said if he would advise him
directly of any major errors he would be only too
pleased to put in a correction as his aim is always to report correctly.

Generally the members were very happy that a local institution was in safe
hands and thanked him for this speech.

Regards Peter

P.s. The photo of the bust is of Advertiser founder William Morris and the newspa-
per clipping is of the Nig Nogs club which many S.T. Rotarians belonged too as
children together with most of Swindon’s population at the time who all loved see-
ing their birthdays acknowledged in the paper each year

Email regarding how our we together with our Christ mas sleigh are valued by young folks

Golds.

Many thanks for the Moonraker as always, and the information on the float. Sorry | missed last Tuesday,
but | had a slight mishap coming home which convinced me not to go out again.

One thing | would like to share is an event that happened on our final street collection in Stratton village
on the Wednesday before Xmas. This meant that | was playing Santa and called on my two small step
grandchildren, Venezia 4 and Luca 3. (Venezia had actually helped with the collection at Sainsbury's
with Jacqui and | ).

Although not wearing my glasses and despite calling them by name they did not twig who it was. It made
my day to be told that when | got home they had phoned nanny (Jacqui) very excited and had said
"Nanny, nanny we have just seen the REEL Father Christmas".

Ah the innocence of youth!! Regards Tony H



Meeting January 19th 2010 - Host/Reporter P.P. Pete r Newson;

Evening of Business and Fellowship

Oh the excitement! B & F Meeting with audited accounts. In all fairness a great deal of
hard work put in by Steve Davison and his carer preparing accurate financial records that
not everybody understands and that’s after hosting a sur-

prise dining event.

Digressing for a moment, Muckraker advises me that at

this dinner a well known plumbing Rotarian who attended this fine event said to the shy re-
tiring wall flower who is the wife of an equally shy retiring modest Rotarian “I cant eat that!”
even when the ingredients were his usual food.

Back to the B & F Meeting curry followed by nothing, not everybody’s
favourite.

Much discussion followed about the French evening and what you can
or can’'t do from a catering point of view at Liddington Village Hall.
Don’t we just do a risk assessment and then make a decision. It's a bit
like building sites insisting on 110volts, only those who don’t know
what they are talking about insisting on this. Apparently the French
Evening is being put back to sometime in the spring.

On a personal note | can’t see why we couldn’t do our own ca-
tering like we used to.

Various comments about last weeks speaker (Dave Evans of
the Adver) sometimes the only accurate piece is the ages of the
victim e.g. Peter Goldsworthy 96 .

Penultimate topic, Rotary Conference 19" — 215 March, book
now and save £20 per couple registration goes up 25% from February.
The Parks Hotel where we are staying is a very reasonable £25 per person per night, check
the hotel out on trip advisor.

Final topic I've got Asda West Swindon on Saturday 23" for the Haiti
collection.



News update:Which | copy in its entirety in case You have notead it! (Golds!)
ShelterBox team on the ground: ‘There is no more H&’

Aid workers for the international disaster rekibfrity ShelterBox are on the ground in Port ande;
Haiti.

ShelterBox Response Team (SRT) members Dave EBY, fMayne Robinson (US) and Mark Pearson
(UK) arrived in the island’s capital on Thursdagndary 14 and have already been in contact witlergoev
ment officials, ACTED and Rotarians in the country.

The Response Team, who are completely self-sefficha set up base with the help of a Haitian Rotarian.

Speaking from Port au Prince, David Eby said: ‘Wetorking hard to resolve security, logistics aondh-
munications. The city is totally devastated. Oustttold us, “There is no more Haiti .”

The situation on the ground remains fraught withdamaged infrastructure in Haiti hampering tldeci
fort but ShelterBox is doing everything within fiswer to ensure aid reaches Haiti imminently.

ShelterBox’s Head of Operations John Leach s#ilx Spoke with our team in Haiti this morning and al
ready they’ve been working with other aid ageneied the government to assess where ShelterBoxes are
most neededOur priority is now getting logistics in and doiadl we can to get it on the island. We're
sending a ShelterBox Logistics team into Miami tarkvand coordinate logistics into Haiti from thére.
ShelterBox’s Logistics Manager Richard Lewis addéée’re doing everything we can to make sure emer-
gency aid reaches the people of Haiti.

‘The situation is changing by the minute and wexeloring every single avenue available to us deoto
make sure the aid gets on the ground as quickipssible.’

The ShelterBox Logistics team, made up of SRT nemMark Dyer (US), John Lacquey (US) and lan
Neal (UK), will meet a consignment of ShelterBokeing flown into Miami, USA and run the logistics
into Haiti from there.

930 ShelterBoxes have already been dispatchedraneh route to Haiti while another 1,000 are being
packed today at ShelterBox HQ by ShelterBox’s tenolunteers. Virgin Atlantic are supporting tiree
lief effort by flying hundreds of the ShelterBoxas their planes.

Sir Richard Branson, President of Virgin Atlansajd: ‘Everyone who has seen the sheer destruiction
Haiti over the last few days will have been mowedtelp in any way they can.

‘We will fly in as much aid as possible so that #gencies on the ground can respond to the néedg-o
ryone in Haiti whose lives have been devastatettisytragedy.’

With the need in Haiti growing each day, thereraiions of people in need of emergency sheltbeltr-
Box Founder Tom Henderson, OBE, says support stithie is crucial.

‘The support we've seen in the last few days haslstaggering,” he said. ‘It's all hands on deakShel-
terBox right across the globe. People in Haiti needhelp and we stop until they get it. If youndeelp, in
any way at all, I'd urge you to do so.’

ENDS For more information or to receive high resolution images please contact Angelina Lam-
bourn on 01326 569782 or angelinal@shelterbox.org

About ShelterBox

ShelterBox is an international disaster relief charity specialising in emergency shelter provision.
Humanitarian aid is delivered in iconic green ShelterBoxes. Each one contains a disaster relief
tent for up to 10 people, a stove, blankets and other items essential for survival. ShelterBox re-



sponds to disaster as quickly as possible with the aim of helping the people who are most in need.

Every box is individually numbered and can be tracked by donors. Each box costs £490 — including
the cost of all materials, packing, storage, transport worldwide and distribution to the needy. Assuming
six months’ use, this equates to shelter and warmth for less than 30 pence per person per day.

All aid delivery is undertaken by international volunteer ShelterBox Response Team members who
have carried out extensive training with ShelterBox. We are often able to get aid where it is needed
faster than any other organisation.

An initiative of Rotarian Tom Henderson OBE, a former Royal Navy search and rescue diver, Shelter-
Box started in 2000 as a project of the Rotary Club of Helston-Lizard, Cornwall. ShelterBox, now the
largest Rotary Club project in the world, has responded to disasters including the Indian Ocean Tsu-
nami, Hurricane Katrina and Cyclone Nargis in Myanmar (Burma). In 2010, ShelterBox will be celebrat-
ing its 10-year anniversary.

Report ONE on a surprise dining event;

Reporter P.P. Peter Newson

Four Just Men (remember the series?) met with gaginers at chez Parfrey on Friday
15" January. Now Rotarian Parfrey is a new membemaarally neither he nor Lynn
had ever been to one of these fine evenings.

note above, Peter did you mean that the chaps, wehgjust men!!; Editor

What is the “surprise” in a surprise dining evenitigs is a challenging question to those
who don’t know. Imagine poor Lynn, are there angsfueaters, have | got enough cut-
lery, crockery, glasses, how formal is it? What Rasl let her in for? These were not
new Rotarians and their partners coming on Frid#éyhiting — founder member,

Newson — over 20 years in the club, Treasure -A¢heboy at over 15 years.

The evening arrives, the Newsons ‘do a Jeffried’ @ late(ish), Whitings and Treas-
ures are already drinking something fizzy (veryerti@o), but soon the serious stuff starts
— a very pleasant soup from the Whitings followgdhe highlight of the evening, the
hosts beef dish with all the trimmings — roastieash, peas, carrots, Yorkies, with garlic
bread on the side (a more than ample amount, bailvded our best).

Now its pudding time, Eton mess or a crumble — Jueas by now has got the hang of
this eating lark (well it was Rose’s cooking) blitraally enjoyed more than one helping.
Now we are on to the cheese board, time unknovsws your correspondents contri-
bution to the evening (well Jenny actually) andfitst failure of the evening it seems,
the cheese selection and bits went down well bubhageomitted to bring a second bottle
of port for the man with a hundred suits (most afclk are now a bit tight) still | can't
say too much as Rose gave us a lift home.

No photos available as everyone was having too basgg (oh! and drinking).

P.S. Do you know what “bricking it” means, Lynn fay does.



Report TWO on a surprise dining event;
Reporter/Photographer P.P. Peter Goldsworthy

Hosted by Sue & Steve Davison at Bishopstone  started with e few glasses of ‘Pop’ in the
kitchen where the other guests met to download their goodies.

Vicky & John Flanagan brought a really yummy soup our hosts Sue & Steve followed this
with a choice of either Beef Bourguignon or Chicken complete with a great selection of vege-
tables, all this washed down with copious amounts of either red or white wine.

This was followed by Peggy & Peter Goldsworthy’s  two desserts, namely individual
Lemon Meringue tartlets and a Coffee/Chocolate pot mousse washed down with some more
sparkly stuff.

Then in came the Wendy & David Dukes cheeseboard, this time washed down with port
and our hosts Brandy.

The conversations flowed as freely as the wine and a great time was had by all - however
unlike the Newson write up (also in this issue) on their event at the Palfrey’s we are able to
supply pictures but as always these are at the editors discretion to try and show ourselves in
a good light (except for JohnFlanagan!)

The Flanagan’s had arrived in the Dukes car and to make amends for not eating one of

Peggy’s desserts ** john Flanagan arranged for the Golds to leave their car behind and for
poor David Dukes to sit in the dog’s position at the rear of the car whilst everyone was
driven home by Wendy Dukes. A huge Thank you to driver Wendy and Dave you just gotta
lean to bark properly.

(**this because the poor boy stated he ‘doesn’t like chocolate' - now speak to his customers
who regularly feed him chocolate biscuits with his coffee and you will know there is some-
thing fishy there!)

Verdict ; A really great evening of Rotary friendship with super food and drinks and we
just wonder how we started the evening at 7.30pm and got home at so  mething like
3pm!!!l --- | wanna do it again please!

Pictures overleaf






Now for a bit of un-pc humour!

| had a mate who was suicidal.
He was really depressed, so | pushed him in front of a steam train.
He was chuffed to bits.

| met a 14 year old girl on the internet.

She was clever, funny, flirty and sexy, so | suggested we meet up.
She turned out to be an undercover detective.

How cool is that at her age?!

| just saw that Harry Potter film.
A bit unrealistic if you ask me.
| mean, a ginger haired kid, with two friends?

When | got divorced, my wife said she would fight for custody of the kids.
| took her out with one punch.

Disabled toilets.
Ironically, the only toilets big enough to run around in.

| was reading in the paper today about this dwarf that got pick pocketed.
How could anyone stoop so low?

| was walking down the road when | saw an Afghan bloke standing on a fifth floor
balcony shaking a carpet.
| shouted up to him, "What's up Abdul, won't it start?"

These just in from America from an Anonymous Rotarian - thanks Billy Croxton!
| have kleptomania, but when it gets bad, | take something for it.

FOLLOW YOUR DREAMS!
Except that one where you're naked in church.

Sometimes too much to drink isn't enough.

Heaven is Where:
The Police are British, The Chefs are Italian, The Mechanics are German, The Lovers are
French and It's all organized by the Swiss.

Hell is Where:
The Police are German, The Chefs are British, The Mechanics are French, The Lovers
are Swiss and
It's all organized by the Italians.
This one above is obviously written by an American as they need Europeans to show
them how!!

Suicidal twin Kills sister by mistake!



My short-term memory is not as sharp as it used to be. Also, my short-term mem-
ory's not as sharp as it used to be.

Welcome to Utah Set your watch back 20 years..

In just two days from now, tomorrow will be yesterday.
A bartender is just a pharmacist with a limited inventory

The statement below is true.
The statement above is false.

| may be schizophrenic, but at least | have each other.
| am a Nobody. Nobody is Perfect. Therefore | am Perfect.

KENTUCKY :
Five million people, Fifteen last names.

Dyslexics Have More Nuf.

| LOVE COOKING WITH WINE Sometimes | even put it in the food.

When you work here, you can nhame your own salary. | named mine, "Slim".
Reality is only an illusion that occurs due to a lack of alcohol.

| like cats too. Let's exchange recipes.

Red meat is not bad for you -Fuzzy green meat is bad for you.

| am having an out-of-money experience.

Don't sweat the petty things. Don't pet the sweaty things.

Corduroy pillows are making headlines!

| want to die while asleep like my grandfather, not screaming in terror like the pas-
sengers in his car.

I'l FOUND JESUS! He was in my trunk when | got back from Tijuana ,



Someone asked the other day, 'What was your favoue ‘fast food' when you were growing up?'

'We didn't have fast food when | was growing umfdérmed him.

‘All the food was slow.'

'C'mon, seriously. Where did you eat?'

'It was a place called 'home," | explained. !

'Mum cooked every day and when Dad got home fromkywee sat down together at the dining room tadhel if |
didn't like what she put on my plate, | was allovtedit there until | did like it.'

By this time, the kid was laughing so hard | wamidfhe was going to suffer serious internal damage didn't tell
him the part about how | had to have permissidedoe the table.

But here are some other things | would have tatd &bout my childhood if I'd figured his system abblkve handled
it:

Some parents NEVER owned their own house, woresLesgt foot on a golf course, travelled out ofdbentry or
had a credit card.

My parents never drove me to school. | had a béectftht weighed probably 50 pounds, and only hadspeed,
(slow).

We didn't have a television in our house until bvi#.

It was, of course, black and white, and the statvent off the air at 10 pm, after playing the natibanthem and epi-
logue; it came back on the air at about 6 p.m.thatk was usually a locally produced news and fraw on, fea-
turing local people...

I never had a telephone in my room. The only pheag on a party line. Before you could dial, you batisten and
make sure some people you didn't know weren't dreaing the line.

Pizzas were not delivered to our home... But milsw

All newspapers were delivered by boys and all listsrered newspapers --My brother delivered a newsp seven
days a week. He had to get up at 6AM every morning

Movie stars kissed with their mouths shut. At legtety did in the movies. There were no movie gaihecause all
movies were responsibly produced for everyone foyeviewing, without profanity or violence or mastything
offensive.

If you grew up in a generation before there was fagd, you may want to share some of these mesnoiib your
children or grandchildren. Just don't blame mehiéy bust a gut laughing.
Growing up isn't what it used to be, is it?

MEMORIES from a friend:

My Dad is cleaning out my grandmother's house (shdied in December) and hebrought me an old Royal
Crown Cola bottle. In the bottle top was a stoppewith a bunch of holes in it... | knew immediately vhat it was,
but my daughter had no idea. She thought they hadied to make it a salt shaker or something... | kne it as
the bottle that sat on the end of the ironing boardo 'sprinkle’ clothes with because we didn't haveteam irons.
Man, | am old.

How many do you remember?

Head lights dimmer switches on the floor of the car
Ignition switches on the dashboard.

Trouser leg clips for bicycles without chain guards
Soldering irons you heated on a gas burner.

Using hand signals for cars without turn indicators

Older Than Dirt Quiz:

Count all the ones that you remember, not the onggu were told about.
Ratings at the bottom.
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. Sweet cigarettes

. Coffee shops with juke boxes

. Home milk delivery in glass bottles

. Party lines on the telephone

. Newsreels before the movie

. TV test patterns that came on at night after thdast show and were there until TV  shows startedgainin the morning.
(There were only 2 channels [if you were fortuna])
7. Peashooters

8. 33 rpm records

9. 45 RPM records

10. Hi-fi's

11. Metal ice trays with lever

12. Blue flashbulb

13. Cork popguns

14. Wash tub wringers

OO WNER

If you remembered 0-3 = You're still young

If you remembered 3-6 = You are getting older

If you remembered 7-10 = Don't tell your age,

If you remembered 11-14 =You're older than dirt!

| must be 'older than dirt' but those memoriessarae of the best parts of my life.

Peggy and | leave these shores this weekend to keep  Alan & Gill out
of trouble in Egypt, so for now I really mean.......
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