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Meeting 2nd March 2010  

Host - Rtn Andy Tapper 

Speaker - Mrs Christine Clarke, talking about "The disappearing Moorlands of Southern England". 

The meeting started without the speaker who apparently was delayed at work. Nevertheless Rotarians pre-
sent enjoyed Calamari rings starter followed by a chicken dinner with potato/onions and the usual vegetables 

By the break there was still no sign of the speaker but this wasn't a surprise to the host as Mrs Christine 
Clarke was in fact a fictitious character created during the surprise dining event held a couple of weeks earlier 

Mr(s) Chris(tine) (Nigel) Clarke was in reality ex Rotarian and previous Past President Chris (disappearing) 
Moor(lands)e who had joined the evening as a special guest of Fred Child and had kept his speaker duties a 

Chris opened his presentation by threatening to talk on "The history of the Merchant Navy - Part II) - this 
brought back "wonderful" memories of a previous talk on this subject but to everyones great relief Chris actu-
ally provided an excellent presentation on Persian architecture instead. 

 

  

Editor; Past President  
Peter Goldsworthy P.H.F.  

Swindon Thamesdown Editor of the year 2007 
District 1100 Editor of the Year 2008/9 (Yeah!) 
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Host  Rtn Andy Tapper 
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Obviously a subject close to Chris's heart, the Persian architecture described was wonderfully supplemented by 
some terrific photographs. It was fascinating to hear about the ancient treasures of a part of the world which so 
often these days gets publicity for all the wrong reasons.  

The vote of thanks from the host confirmed the clubs pleasure in welcoming Chris Moore back to the club on this 
occasion and an open invitation to join future meetings or events as a special friend of Rotary. 
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The evening Sergeant at Arms was PP Fred Child who 
fined most members and we were all delighted to see that 
our speaker PP Chris Moore was treated with reverence 
but still fined!! 
 
Then your editor had the sad task of handing back the 
BEST BULLETIN IN DISTRICT 1100 TROPHY to the 
President to take to the District Conference for it was a 
year ago he received it and now has to be presented to 
this years worthy recipient  — please note that I paid for 
the engraving myself (!!!!)- that’ll please old ‘were doomed 
Treasurer Steve Davison and gave it back in a sparkling, 
shiny, as new condition unlike the one before me who ob-
viously had never cleaned it!! 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT 
Hello everyone 
I have just received a 'thank you' email and update on the above topic from Rotarian Graham Simons and so I am for-
warding it to you all for your information.  
  
It will be interesting to hear from Peter Newson what he thinks of the update, having visited the area a couple of weeks 
ago? 
  
Kind regards 
  
Richard 
  
  
----- Original Message -----  
From: Peabodys  
To: appeal@keswickrotary.org.uk  
Sent: Wednesday, March 10, 2010 10:43 PM 
Subject: Cockermouth & Keswick Rotary Flood Appeal 
 
 Thank you for your support to our flood appeal. We thought you would like to hear how things have progressed, and 
how we have distributed the money raised to date. 
  
It is now almost 4 months since the devastating floods of 19th & 20th November 2009 wreaked havoc on Cockermouth, 
Keswick, Workington, and many other parts of Cumbria. As a result, each town has been left with their own specific 
problems. On a positive note, much work is taking place to repair the damage, and replace the road network infrastruc-
ture. 
  
In Cockermouth almost 1000 homes were affected by flooding. Thankfully a proportion of these were fully covered by 
insurance as they had not previously been flooded. Cockermouth Main Street was totally ruined, and many of the shops 
are still closed. Repairs are taking place throughout the Main Street area, although sadly a few of the shops have said that 
they will not be re-opening their business. It is hoped that the Main Street will be back in use in time for Easter. The 
cricket ground and a number of public areas in Cockermouth were also badly affected. 
  
In Keswick some 250+ homes became uninhabitable as a result of the floods, with almost all of these homes being simi-
larly affected by earlier flooding in 2005. Considerable damage was also caused to the town's parks, and the premises of 
many of the clubs and associations in the town. 
  
In Workington, much of the ongoing problems revolve around the lack of vehicular access from one side of the town to 
the other - necessitating a detour of around 40 miles, previously just 200 yards. A temporary footbridge has been in-
stalled, and a "temporary" road bridge is under construction, with a planned completion date of late May. 
  
Support to the Cockermouth & Keswick Rotary Flood Appeal has been overwhelming, and we are truly humbled  by the 
generosity and good wishes we have received. To date, over £168k has been raised, and of this over £135k has been 
given through Rotary Clubs throughout the UK, including also a number of donations from overseas Clubs. 
  
In addition to this money, both Cockermouth and Keswick Clubs have received separate, individual, donations. The 
main flood appeal fund was the Cumbria Community Foundation Flood Appeal (CCFA), and this fund is distributing 
cash and assistance to all affected areas in the county. In Workington, Rotary in association with Impact Housing, have 
set up a furniture and white goods warehouse, supplying new furniture, fridges etc, to those who are uninsured. This has 
been funded jointly with money from the CCFA, Rotary, and others. 
  
As the problems in Cockermouth and Keswick were different, at a very early stage it was decided that the money do-
nated to the Cockermouth and Keswick Rotary Flood appeal would be split equally between the two Rotary Clubs - 
each therefore responsible for distributing around £84,000. 
  
In Keswick, prior to Xmas £200 was paid to each householder where the ground floor of their main residence had be-
come un-inhabitable due to flooding. This amounted to around £35K (some householders declined the payment so it 
could be distributed elsewhere). £10k was paid to support the supply of goods through the Impact warehouse. With the 
help of some additional donations specifically for use in the Keswick community, some £47k is currently being distrib-
uted in varying amounts to the Bowling Club, Cricket Club, Football Club, Rugby Club, Mountain Rescue, Parks Trus-
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tees, and Keswick Flood Action Group. 
  
In Cockermouth, £55k has been paid to householders, £5k to the Impact warehouse, £6k to Mountain Res-
cue, and £1k to the Children's Library. With the help of many additional donations specifically for distribu-
tion by the Cockermouth Rotary Club, there are plans to distribute further substantial amounts to both indi-
viduals, groups, and societies in the town. As the overall recovery in Cockermouth is less advanced than in 
Keswick, it was felt prudent to hold back some of the fund for use here as further needs become more evi-
dent. 
  
The generosity of the general public, and over 350 Rotary Clubs who have raised money for this appeal, 
has meant we have been able to make a real difference in helping the folk of Cockermouth and Keswick 
get back "on their feet". There is much work still to be done, and we are grateful for the donations which 
are still arriving. Once again, on behalf of everyone affected by the flooding in November 2009, thank you 
for your help. 
  
Graham Simons, 
Flood Appeal Coordinator, Rotary Club of Keswick 
(On behalf of Cockermouth & Keswick Rotary Clubs) 
  
www.keswickrotary.org.uk 
 
  

Space was saved here for host Rtn Peter Treasures who has recently returned in a 
laid back way from Spain for his report of this very weeks meeting but as his copy is 
somewhere in the ether between his home and mine ( that’s three houses) you will 
have to wait for the next issue. 
 
I am sending the photos on to my stand in Editor as I am away tomorrow very early 
and am unable to produce it.  
 
Editor Golds!  
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There are really only two things in life to worry about: either you are sick, or you are well. 
 
If you are well, you have nothing to worry about. 
 
If you are sick, there are only two things to worry about: either you get better, or you die. 
 
If you get better, you have nothing to worry about. 
 
If you die, you only have two things to worry about: either you will go to Heaven, or you will go to Hell. 
 
If you go to Heaven, you have nothing to worry about. 
 
If you go to Hell...you will be so busy catching up with old friends, you won't have time to worry!  
   
 With apologies to all our lady readers for the next ones but I know they will find these a bit funny too!! — or 
maybe not (after all some were sent to me by members of the fairer sex) 
HER DIARY:  
 
Tonight, I thought my husband was acting weird.  We had made plans to meet at a bar to have a drink. I was 
shopping with my friends all day long, so I thought he was upset at the fact that I was a bit  late, but he made 
no comment on it.  Conversation wasn't flowing, so I suggested that we  go somewhere quiet so we could talk.. 
He agreed, but he didn't say much.. I asked him what was wrong; He said, 'Nothing.' I asked him if it was my 
fault that he was upset.. He said he wasn't upset, that it had 
nothing to do with me, and not to worry about it.  
 
On the way home, I told him that I loved him. He smiled slightly, and kept driving. I can't explain his behavior 
I don't know why he didn't say, 'I love you, too.' When we got home, I felt as if I had lost him completely, as if 
he wanted nothing to do with me anymore.  He just sat there quietly, and watched TV.  
He continued to seem distant and absent. Finally, with silence all around us, I decided to go to bed. About 15 
minutes later, he came to bed. To my surprise, he responded to my caress, and we made love. But I still felt 
that he was distracted, and his thoughts were somewhere else. He fell asleep - I cried. I don't know what to do.  
I'm almost sure that his thoughts are with someone else. My life is a disaster.  
 
HIS DIARY:  
Harley wouldn't start today, can't figure it out, but at least I got laid..  
  
 NINE WORDS WOMEN USE   
  (1) Fine: This is the word women use to end an argument when they are right and you need to shut 
up. 
 
(2) Five Minutes: If she is getting dressed, this means a half an hour. Five minutes is only five min-
utes if you have just been given five more minutes to watch the game before helping around the 
house. 
 
(3) Nothing: This is the calm before the storm. This means something, and you should be on your 
toes. Arguments that begin with nothing usually end in fine.. 
 
(4) Go Ahead: This is a dare, not permission. Don't Do It! 
 
(5) Loud Sigh: This is actually a word, but is a non-verbal statement often misunderstood by men. A 
loud sigh means she thinks you are an idiot and wonders why she is wasting her time standing here 
and arguing with you about nothing.. (Refer back to # 3 for the meaning of nothing.) 
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Next weeks Club Host is; I dunno!! 
Anyway look forward to his or her view of the meeting in the Moonraker 
next week!!! 
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After being married for 43 years, I took a careful look at my wife one day and said, 'darling, 43 years ago 
we had a cheap flat, a cheap car, slept on a sofa bed and listened to the wireless, but I got to sleep every 

Now I have a £500,000 home, a £45,000 car, nice big bed and a 50 inch led flat screen tv, but I’m sleeping 

My wife is a very reasonable woman. She told me to go out and find a hot 18 year-old girl and she would 
make sure that I would once again be living in a cheap flat, driving a cheap car, sleeping on a sofa bed and 

Aren't older women great? They really know how to solve your mid-life crises. 

 
(6) That's Okay: This is one of the most dangerous statements a women can make to a man. 
That's okay means she wants to think long and hard before deciding how and when you will pay for 
your mistake. 
 
(7) Thanks: A woman is thanking you, do not question, or faint. Just say you're welcome. (I want to 
add in a clause here - This is true, unless she says 'Thanks a lot' - that is PURE sarcasm and she 
is not thanking you at all. DO NOT say 'you're welcome' . that will bring on a 'whatever'). 
 
(8) Whatever: Is a woman's way of saying **** YOU! 
 
(9) Don't worry about it, I'll do it: Another dangerous statement, meaning this is something that a 
woman has told a man to do several times, but is now doing herself. This will later result in a man 
asking 'What's wrong?' For the woman's response refer to # 3. 
 
 
* Show this to the men you know, to warn them about arguments they can avoid if they remember 
the terminology. 


