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By email to all members of Swindon Thamesdown Rotary Club, Foothill Highlands Rotary Club, Tappahannock Ro-
tary Club and selected Australian Rotary Club Members by Snail-mail to Hon, Members of Swindon Thamesdown and 

now available on our website at;  
http://www.rotaryclubofswindonthamesdown.org.uk/ 

The comments expressed in this newsletter, if not credited to someone else, are the thoughts & opinions of the Editor and therefore may 
not be the opinions of all the members of the Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown.  

Issue 111 Volume 5 and Number 31  of this Rotary Year 

 

 

President Richard Fry 
2009/10  

 Meeting 25 May 2010 Host David Dukes  
 
  Jill Johnston, our District 1100 Foundation Chairman came along this Evening, and saved 
our Members and Guest from a Quiz Night. 
 
 Foundation always seems very complex, but Jill went some way in explaining the good 
work Foundation does. 
 
 The Fundraising role is to encourage every Rotarian to make a donation into Foundation .  
Anyone who contributes as an individual $100 or more a year is recognised as Sustaining 
Member, and a £15 a quarter Direct Debit with Gift Aid would ensure that. 

 

  

Editor; Past President  
Peter Goldsworthy P.H.F.  

Swindon Thamesdown Editor of the year 2007 
District 1100 Editor of the Year 2008/9 (Yeah!) 
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Special Announcement ……...VERY IMPORTANT  

The Club Presidential Handover Night on the 6 th July 2010 will be a                              
Partners Invited Evening.  

Ensure you partner is there with you to see out the  OLD 

 …………….and welcome in the NEW! 

Happy New Rotary Year!! 
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 Jill went through lots of Rotary Projects and Expenditure with help from her Powerpoint, and 
more information can be gained from the little booklet she left behind `The Rotary Foundation 
Quick Reference Guide` - a must to read for any Senior Vice President! 
 
 The importance of Polio eradication and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation grant, pledged 
for Rotary to match over the 3 years was stressed. Our esteemed President Richard was able, 
due to the donation by George White`s for Rotarians help on their Open weekend, to promise a 
further sum of money from our Club. 
 
 The ensemble remained very quiet throughout Jill’s presentation and remained largely in a co-
matose state (I did say complex) when asked for any questions – apart that is from our Senior 
Vice President John Fisher who sprung into action regarding Matching Grants. 
 
 After a well deserved Vote of thanks from yours truly, President Richard did his charming best 
to  get rid of her, but being a true committed Rotarian and a lovely lady, Jill hung on to the bit-
ter end. 
 
 Rtn. David Dukes 
 
 
Your editor comments that; I have not received any copy or notifications of previous meetings etc, especially the 
one where 13 members and spouses were held up in Poland due to the ash cloud so I cannot enter them here I 
am now closing this for editorial as otherwise it will next week before anything goes out but do read the rest of this 
issue please. 
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 Swindon Thamesdown Surprise Dining Evening  
Guide Lines 

 
  
There are no rules, only guide lines!! 

These guide lines are based on the experience gained over a number years of very suc-
cessful events of a similar nature. 
 

 The sole purpose of the evening is for fellow Rotarians and their partners to meet for an informal 
social evening of fellowship, fun, food and fraternisation. 
 
 The grouping into parties of four couples and duties of those participating in the event is deter-
mined by the organiser in a fair, random and democratic manner from the list of those who have 
indicated that they wish to participate on the round robin that was circulated around the club.   
Each party will consist of a host & hostess and three couples, details of which will be circulated to 
all participants by the organiser. 
 
 What you arrange between yourselves once the list has been published is entirely up to you. 
This includes, but is not limited to:- transport both to and from the venue, the disposal of any de-
bris resulting from the meal, the washing of all crockery and cutlery, subsequent clean-
ing/decontamination needed  as a result of accident or illness and the provision of any medical 
treatment required. 
  
The host & hostess will, in consultation with the other party members, agree the date, theme, time 
frame, menu, dress code and venue for evening. 
  
The host & hostess shall satisfy themselves that they have arranged adequate insurance cover 
for the event and the guests. 
  
Each couple shall be totally responsible for the provision of the food and wine, and its effects, for 
the course they have agreed to supply both pre and post consumption. Where practical, food 
should be brought to the host plated and ready to be consumed. 
  
If humanly possible, it is requested that one member of the party remains compos mentis long 
enough to take a few photographs of the evening for inclusion in the club bulletin. The further into 
the evening these are taken the more interesting they become.  They may also be extremely use-
ful in the event of any subsequent litigation. 
 
  
Swindon Thamesdown Rotary Club absolves its self to tally from any responsibility for the 
consequences of the evening.   
This includes, but is not limited to:- structural d amage to property, legal action by third 
parties, medical treatment, births, deaths, marriag es and divorce.  
 
  
ABOVE ALL – HAVE FUN! 
By order 
P.P. Phil Skelton 
 
The random draw appears overleaf 
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 SURPRISE DINING GROUPING MAY 2010 
 
  
  

 
 
   
  

 
 
   

 
 
  
  

 
 
  
 Phil Skelton 24th May 2010. 

Surprise Dining 2009 Group A 

HOST Steve & Sue Davison 01793 790689 

STARTER Barbara & Alan Goulding 01793 693591 

DESERT Andrew & Christine Whiting 01367 240472 

CHEESE & BISCUITS Mike & Cilla Slipper 01793 693870 

Surprise Dining 2009 Group C 

HOST Peter & Jenny Newson 01793 523099 

STARTER Bob & Glenys Barrett 01793 491692 

DESERT Dave & Wendy Dukes 01793 878154 

CHEESE & BISCUITS Fred & Rita Child 01793 643476 

Surprise Dining 2009 Group D 

HOST Phil & Maureen Skelton 01793 536379 

STARTER Alan & Jill Jefferies 01793 790547 

DESERT John & Vicky Flanagan 01793 644070 

CHEESE & BISCUITS Paul & Lynn Parfrey 01793 705219 

Surprise Dining 2009 Group E 

HOST Peter & Rose Treasure 01793 523665 

STARTER Kevin & Anita Brown 01793 639234 

DESERT Richard & Jane Fry 01249 817688 

CHEESE & BISCUITS Peter & Lynn Johnson 01793 706750 



5 

YOUR CLUB NEEDS YOU! 
Dear All, 
  
Please can you let me know if you, your friends and or family are available to Marshall the walk on 
the night of Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th June? 
  
This year we will allocate marshal points prior to the event to enable the volunteer to travel straight 
to the marshal position if you wish or to find the point prior to the event if you are new to being a mar-
shal on the Walkley Midnight Walk. Please advise if you are able to Marshall the whole event or for a 
limited period, stating the hours you are able to help. 
  
We will also need marshals at the start in Bishopstone (Village Hall) to direct the walkers to the car 
park area as you enter the village.  
  
At the time of sending this we have 127 registered walkers with 20 Walkers from STEP due to regis-
ter! 
  
Kind Regards Bob Barrett 
 Update 3rd June 2010; 
The total of registered walkers for this years 20th  Walkley Midnight Walk as of today 
03 June stands at 180!  
  
At the time of sending this mail I have 11 Rotarian s who are marshalling and 10 part-
ners and friends of the club who are also marshalli ng.  
 
However I am still to receive a response from 8 mem bers of the club to confirm if they 
are able to help or not.  
 

  
Golds says;  

Come on chaps, let Bob know now! 
—support him and the Club for it’s 

been a big task for Bob and will be a 
huge boost for the Club!! 

Club 

As The General says—Your Club Needs YOU! 
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From Golds! 
I would like to thank everyone who attended my bit of a do on my coming of age for making it such 
a great event for all (judging by all the thank you cards and messages we received afterwards.) 
 Thank you to all of you who gave so generously to my chosen Charity, The Rotary Jaipur 
Limb Project, the total received was almost £700.00  or in limb terms that is at least 28 limbs to 
help folk live a full life that otherwise they would not be able to do – I am now going to explore the 
best way to get the most value from it, for with Rotary Matching Grants being made available again 
in July it could be that this could be the cash primer for a whole limb camp somewhere, if we can 
involve and partner another *Rotary Club (*somewhere abroad –hint - hint!!) to join with us, I will 
keep you informed of progress in future Moonraker’s. 
 Thank you also to those who ignored the ‘no presents’ note and brought me gifts, you were 
very, very naughty but I love you for it! 
 My extra special thanks to Rotarians; Paul Parfrey, John Fisher, Bob Barrett a nd Alan 
Jefferies , as well as lapsed Rotarian Brian Golding  for being here on the Saturday and putting 
up marquees, gazebos and tables etc, to Mike & Cilla  for the loan of their Marquee, to The Ro-
tary Club of Swindon Thamesdown for the loan of the Gazebo (even if you didn’t know I was 
gonna use it!) to Peggy's ‘sister Ann Ponting  for washing down all the hired in chairs, to Rotarian 
Fred Child  for his expanding one (Gazebo that is! – to Anne & Conrad  for all their help and input 
as well as supplying the flowers on the table as well as their gazebo, also to Anne, Gill, Nicola 
and Lorreen for the yummie deserts—so good they went very fast indeed —— and then of course  
extra- extra- extra special thanks to Rotarian Alan Jefferies  for his wit and entertainment, Alan 
you were brilliant as always!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! To our Son Steven for his kind words and to granddaugh-
ter Sophie  for singing for us. 
 In case you wondered, we had 160 guests and to everyone who attended thank you for so 
enjoying the conversation with folk you knew as well as many folk that you didn't—all comments 
back to us mention the truly great fellowship and I’m told the rest of the food and drink wasn't bad 
either --- Oh yes and a very special extra, extra special thanks to my Peggy!  

See you all in ten years!   
 
Peter G. (and hey! Wasn’t my grand daughter Sophie absolutely Brilliant!!?)  
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I just wanted to feature this picture again as it 
could aid us in recruitment of young ladies 
as they will see the sort of swave sophisticates 
we have in our club (or did I have another rea-
son?) 

THE AUSSIE VERSION OF CREATION  
In the beginning God created day and night.  
He created day for footy  matches, Going to the beach..... And 
BBQ's......  
He created night for going prawning, sleeping And BBQ's, 
and God saw that it was good.  
On the Second Day, God created water.... For surfing, swimming 
…. And BBQ's on the beach, and God saw that it was good.  
On the Third Day God created the Earth to bring forth plants to 
provide malt and yeast for beer And wood for BBQs,  
And God saw that it was good.  
On the Fourth Day God created animals and crustaceans for chops, 
sausages, Steak and prawns for BBQ's,  
And God saw that it was good.  
On the Fifth day God created a Bloke to go to the footy, enjoy the 
beach, drink the beer and eat the meat and prawns at BBQ's,  
And God saw that it was good.  
On the Sixth Day God saw that the Bloke was lonely and needed 
someone to go to the footy, surf, drink beer, eat and stand around 
the Barbie with. 
So God created Mates, and God saw that they were good Blokes,  
And God saw that it was good.  
On the Seventh Day God looked around at the twinkling Barbie 
fires, heard the hiss of opening beer cans and the raucous laughter 
of all the Blokes. He smelled the aroma of grilled chops and siz-
zling prawns and    
 God Saw that it was good .. ..  
                                    Well.... Almost good..... 
He saw that the Blokes were too tired to clean up and needed a 
rest. So God created Sheilas to clean the house, to bear children, to 
wash, to cook and to clean the barbie, and then God saw that it was 
not just good.....  
 

It was better than that, it was Bloody Awesome!  
 

IT WAS AUSTRALIA !!!!! 
Thank you to Chris Durie PHF and Mary in OZ  

(maybe that’s why he went back!) 

Moonraker; 
Members news & updates 
 
Mandie completed the Moon Walk event 
over night in London with Paul Palfrey's 
crew and 17,000 other participants, she 
raised just over £500 so thank you to all 
those in the club who sponsored her. 
She completed the 13 miles in just under 
4 hours.  
I managed a comfortable night’s sleep 
with no disruption at all and was there to 
meet the coach back at the link centre at 
7am looking bright and breezy unlike 
some of the walkers who had been up all 
night.  
Not a surprise when you think they left 
Swindon some 10 hours earlier, a great 
effort. 
  
David Coe 


