
1 

By email to all members of Swindon Thamesdown Rotary Club, Foothill Highlands Rotary Club, Tappahannock Ro-
tary Club and selected Australian Rotary Club Members now available on our website at;  

http://www.rotaryclubofswindonthamesdown.org.uk/ 
The comments expressed in this newsletter, if not credited to someone else, are the thoughts & opinions of the Editor and therefore may 

not be the opinions of all the members of the Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown.  

Issue 112 Volume 5 and Number 32   of this Rotary Year 

 

 

President Richard Fry 
2009/10  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Editor; Past President  
Peter Goldsworthy P.H.F.  

Swindon Thamesdown Editor of the year 2007 
District 1100 Editor of the Year 2008/9 (Yeah!) 

 

����������	
�����

The Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown 
 

���������	
��	����������	
��	����������	
��	����������	
��	�� ���
District 1100 England                         ���������	�
���
��������������������	�
���
��������������������	�
���
��������������������	�
���
������������ ���

��������	
���
��������
����������
�	������
������������ �����������	
�	����
���������		���������
�������� ������
������		�����	��������
�
������
�������
�� ������������������������	������
��������������
	�
� ������� ������
�������
�����
�����	��
�	
��	��������
������ ����� ���

�����	����������

������������� 
���������
������������
��	���
����	 �	���
������!"������	������	��������
�� �#�����	�����������
	��$�	�������������		���
��� ���	������	�
��������%��
&�
��������������
�������� ��  !�"��������	���������������
���#�
������������� �����$���
� � � � ���������%$&$&$�'	��'���������������	��  

I have to give 
this picture 
prominence as 
it not only 
shows Presi-
dent Richard 
after fumbling 
for a while with 
new Rotarian 
Tina’s Rotary 
pin, it also 
shows helpful 
past President 
Peter Collis  
offering his own 
pin and some 
worldly advice  

……and just 
look at D.G. 
Nominee Mar-
tin’s face to the 
right of the pic-
ture   

 LOVEIT!!     Sorry President Richard! - - nah I’m not reely sorry ! I still love it! 
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Meeting  June 8th CLUB ASSEMBLY 2010  

 
Full picture story on page 6 

 
What a full evening we enjoyed this week starting w ith a meal in 
the hotel Restaurant instead of our normal private room. 
Then into a meeting room for a faultless rendition of the Object 
of Rotary by our host.  
 
Followed by the Induction of New Member  
(or as the President phrased it on the night ‘Inducing’ our new member!) 
 
New Rotarian details;  
Christina Ellis known as Tina (Classification Care Manager) Husband: Nigel  We look 
forward to getting to know both of them better and enjoying their fellowship in the future  -  

 

Tina  
Welcome to the Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown  

 
Guests;   
District Governor Nominee Rtn, Martin Greaves -  Ro tarian David Pratt of Swindon 
Old Town Club - Steve Coleman guest of (absent) J.V.P. Paul Parfrey -  Andy Gleed, 
guest of S.V.P. John Fisher— then onto the other business of the night. 
 
Host’s report; 
 
SWINDON THAMESDOWN CLUB ASSEMBLY 2010. 
 
 Host 08 th June 2010 JOHN FLANAGAN. 
 
 The evening started well with a few drinks at the bar some Rotarians in their smart casual 
summer wear and some in smart suits for the occasion of our club assembly. 
 
The evening started with us dining in the rear section of the restaurant, we all attempted to 
eat “spicy tomato soup” followed by Pork, carrots, and some black burnt things!! Coffee 
was served in the Avebury suite during the break. 
 
On returning to the Avebury suite President Richard opened the meeting introducing three 
guests for the evening Steve Coleman, Andy Gleed and Alisha , we had two visiting Ro-
tarians, one being David Pratt  from Swindon Old Town R.C. and District Governor Nomi-
nee Martin Greaves.  
 
The “Object of Rotary” was read, followed by the most important part of the evening the 
induction(!!!) of Christina Ellis into the Rotary club of Swindon Thamesdown. President 
Richards induction was going well but he did seem to stumble when it came to placing the 
Rotary pin on Christina’s lapel, President Richard charged the whole club to welcome 
Christina and wished her well in her new Rotary vocation. 
 
President Richard then called President elect John Fisher to take the hot seat and intro-
duce his team for his presidential year. 

Host P.P. John Flanagan  
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 PRESIDENT ELECT JOHN FISHER HAS INCLUDED A FULL DETAILED REPORT  IN 
THIS WEEKS EDITION. (Thank you John that’s saved me a lot of typing!!) 
      
District Governor N, Martin suitably responded to John’s exciting detailed plans for his 
year, but still managed to pick out probably the one thing that was not mentioned by 
John!! 
 
The “hot spot” was handed back to Richard who thanked everyone for 
attending including guests and visiting Rotarians, leaving John to wait 
until 01st July 2010 until he becomes a REAL President. 
 

Good luck John, enjoy your year as President. 
 
 JOHN FLANAGAN. 
 
Golds! adds; was that the first time the Club was ruled by two Richards  and two Johns  at 
one time; 
i.e Richard  Fry President—Richard Goddard Hon Sec  - John  Fisher SVP and  P.P. 
John  Flanagan Host 
 

 

Captions on a post card please 1st prize a new heat ing system 
(possibly!) 

 
 
 

Remember ;Full picture story on page 6 
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John Fisher - President Elect 2010/11 
Presidents Message. 
This is the shortened version of my Club Assembly address on Tuesday 8th June 2010. I 
feel that it is a great honour to be the incoming present of this club. I have been a mem-
ber since May 2001 and during that time I have been able to get to know members, their 
partners and friends. During that time we as a club have had some great times in having 
fellowship and fun raising money and doing activities for others less fortunate than our-
selves. 
Rotary is a great organisation which does and has done a great deal of good both at a local level and 
internationally. Our theme for the year 2010/11 is ‘Building Communities, Bridging Continents’ . 
At the Presidents training seminar the emphasis was placed on: 

Peace and conflict prevention/resolution, 
Disease Prevention and treatment 
Water and sanitation 
Maternal and Child Health 
Basic education and literacy 
Economic and Community Development 

The Strategic Plan  outlined for the forthcoming year included the following: 
Support and Strengthen Clubs 
Focus on and increase Humanitarian Service 
Enhance Public Image and awareness of Rotary 

One thing mentioned at the training by the DG Chris Fairhead was that during the year we should have 
some FUN. This is why I have become president so that we can all have fun in the next 12 months 
both within the club and through the activities we undertake to  

‘Build Communities, Bridge Continents’. 
Breaking down the word FUN I worked out that it represents the following words.  

F is for Fellowship  which is fundamental to Rotary. Fellowship is defined as ‘an association of people who 
share common beliefs or activities’ We as a club need to get our partners more involved in our activities 
and this will be one area where we will hopefully improve. 

U is for United . A united club, working together in order to achieve a common purpose. We need to be as a 
team not individuals working together in whatever we undertake whether it is collecting on the sleigh or 
marshalling on the walk. We need  
to have a common purpose whether helping local communities or people in foreign countries. As the 
yearly motto states:  ‘Building Communities, Bridging Continents’  

N is for? This one I found to be a hardest to put a purpose against so I decided that it would be: N is for - NO 
the president does not have to buy any beer during his year.  

Charities for the year 
My main charity for the year is Swindon Guide Dogs. This charity is one that is close to both mine and my 

wife Dianne’s hearts. My cousin died last year having spent the majority of her life raising money for this 
charity. I am not sure how much money she raised but it was a considerable amount and was used to 
purchase and train several dogs. In order to purchase and train a dog for its first year the cost is in the 
region of £5000. I hope during my year we will be able to see one dog grow and get trained and visit us 
on numerous occasions also that we may be able to purchase a second dog. To date this club has 
banked with the charity just over £2700. £1700 was raised by walkers including myself, Simon Collett and 
Andy Gleed at last year’s Walkley Walk. A further £1000 was donated by this club during Bob’s year. 
Since then this amount has crept up to almost £3000 from boxes I have located around the town and 
money I have raised from a couple of events at my home. 

As my main charity I have decided with the treasurer that all fines as a result of the Sergeant at Arms activi-
ties will go to this charity throughout the year. 

During my year I am introducing a mascot which with be with me at our meetings and will be called STAN. 
Stan through his activities has had several puppies which members will be allowed to take on their holi-
days, businesses trips etc around the world. During the year we all will hopefully get many photographs 
of STAN in various locations around the world which should provide some fun within the club. At the end 
of the year we will have a scrapbook of STAN’s travels giving our club the real meaning of ‘Rotary round 
the world’ 

Our Calendar for 2011 will be a joint effort with this charity and will contain photographs of Guide Dogs at 
various locations around the town. We believe that this could generate several thousand pounds towards 
this charity. 

The NSPCC – The Swindon Child Voice Appeal has just been launched which is an appeal in relation to the 
Childline in the South West. The aim is to raise enough funds to be there for every child and young per-
son when they need help most whether they contact the helpline by Phone, online or by text. What I 
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would like to do is to provide funds of £1600 in order to recruit and train one volunteer counsellor who in 
turn could speak to 200 Children a year from the Swindon area. HUG – This is the Haematol-
ogy/Oncology United Group based at Great Western Hospital. This group aims to improve the environ-
ment for patients of the Day Therapy Centre and Dove Unit or patients under review following treatment 
in these areas at the Hospital. The group hold regular meetings for friends, family and relatives to dis-
cuss their experiences and views and give information in respect of the relevant services etc which are 
on offer.  

Salvation Army  – I have been in touch with Major Fred at the Swindon Branch in Gorse Hill. They can do 
with all types of help from volunteers to donations. They do Christmas parcels for about 100 people 
which cost in the region of £500 and on Christmas Day provide meals for elderly and homeless people 
which cost in the region of £300. The Centre also acts as meeting places and other activities for local 
people and they are always looking for help during the year. I am sure that we as a  

Club can help by donating monies or as been suggested within the club some form of ‘hands on’ help by 
members. 

Break Through Breast Cancer  – as you all know Paul Parfrey our JVP has worked with his wife Lynne for 
this charity and during my year we have donated one night Tuesday 5th October 2010 as a fund raising 
event which will take place at the Blunsdon House Hotel. This will be a Partners evening with entertain-
ment and a meal and all monies raised will come through the club and then go to the Charity. 

Local Homeless Charities  – During the Christmas period there are many charities within Swindon where 
help is needed for people less fortunate than us and this year I thought it would be a good idea to help 
some of the local based ones. I am still researching specific ones but I do know about the Food bank and 
the Walcot Church project where they over the Christmas period prepare and deliver many meals and 
food for the homeless. They require both funds to buy food and help to prepare and deliver the food. We 
as a club could get together to help in that direction. Another possible ‘hands on’ project. 

Westlea School or other similar establishment – In respect of the Westlea School we have over the last 
few year helped the school out on a number occasions. In my year I would like to help not just Westlea 
School but other children’s charities within  

      the town to help either buy equipment or use our skills and effort to do some work for them which would 
benefit the individuals. 

International . Obviously as a club we are committed to help the Polio Plus campaign and in doing so I have 
booked Sainsbury at Bridgemead on Sunday 20th February 2011 as a collecting day during the Polio 
Plus week. Our Sporting Dinner in September will also hopefully produce some monies for this cause as 
well as other Rotary Foundation projects. I would also like the club to undertake an international project 
during my year. Barbara and her team will be looking at the various options available with a view to iden-
tify one which fits the clubs needs. We have already been looking at projects in Nepal and the Jaipur 
Limb Project in India. 

We will also continue to support Shelter Boxes and Aqua boxes during the forthcoming year. 
As you all know the Belarus bus  is coming to its conclusion and we will hopefully in the next few months 

obtain the matching grant which will allow us to purchase the bus for the people concerned. I will be sign-
ing the matching grant documents as president on the 1st July 

CCIN – we will again be taking the children to the Cotswold Wildlife Park in July followed by a party at the 
Supermarine club. Also I have hopefully been able to secure an activity day for the children at Microsoft 
Reading on 29th July; Richard will be coordinating this event. 

Walkley Walk  – Our annual charity Walk will again take place next year so that individuals can walk for their 
chosen charities. Our Club will facilitate the walk which will take place on the 11th/12th June 2011.  

Epilepsy Project – Paul Parfrey, Bob Barrett and I have agreed that during the next three years we will in-
vestigate the way in which this club could help instigate setting up a support group to help epilepsy suf-
ferers in Swindon. About 3 years ago Lynne Parfrey’s Niece was diagnosed with epilepsy. Her life and 
that of her family has been torn apart. The help they are receiving is very limited in Swindon and there is 
a gap in the area of care and support to such sufferers. Paul’s idea with the help of the club is during the 
next three years to form a support group for sufferers of epilepsy in Swindon. This will initially be sup-
ported by Rotarians wives Lynne, Dianne and Glen but I know any additional help and ideas would be 
welcome. The aim is to set up website using professional website designer, so that it can provide infor-
mation about the disease, links to various websites for information. Paul has been in touch with the Na-
tional Epilepsy Action Group which is also a charity and they are willing to support the project in what-
ever guise it may take. Initially the research and planning will take place in the first year then as a club 
we may need to help raise funds for the website, for activities, for a magazine or similar things. It is early 
days but I believe that it is something we as a club could start up in Swindon and so that by 2013, in 
Paul’s year it could be fully independent of Rotary but we will have put our badge on the project in Swin-
don.                 Other Items;  DRESS CODE – From the 1st July 2010 and 
throughout my year I wish to adopt the following dress code – Smart Casual (no jeans) unless meeting is 
‘with partners’ where it will be smart attire. My reasons, which have been provisionally agreed by my 
council members are to give the club a bit more of an open look. Sometimes I think that we are portrayed 



6 

Club officials Swindon Thamesdown Rotary Club 2010-2011  
President:     John Fisher (C) 
Senior Vice:     Bob Barrett (C) 
Junior Vice:    Paul Parfrey (C) 
Past President:    Richard Fry (C) 
Secretary:     Richard Goddard (C) 
Treasurer:    Steve Davison (C) 
Committee Chairpersons  
 
Club Administration:   John Flanagan (Chair) (C) Peter Newson (Conference) 
Richard Goddard (Secretary) Paul Palfrey (J.V.P. & Membership) Steve Davison Treasurer 
 
Club Service:     Chris Ockwell (Chair) (C) David Coe (Sport) (C) Bob Barrett 
(Walk/Press) - Simon Collett, Peter Johnson, Andy Tapper, David Rogers, Andrew Joyce, 
and our new member Christina Ellis. 
 
Rotary Foundation/International Barbara Goulding (C) Alan Jefferies, David Dukes &  
       Nigel Causton. 
 
Membership:       Paul Palfrey (Chair) Vice Chair - Peter Goldsworthy & 
       Peter Winton. Target; two new members for the year. 
 
Sports Officer:    David Coe.  
Conference Officer:   Peter Newson – Warwick University 8-10th April 2011.  
Club Protection:   John Flanagan 
Health & Safety:   John Flanagan 
Hotel Liaison:    John Flanagan 
Attendance Officer:   Andrew Whiting 
Almoner:    The Whole Club to the President 
R.Y.L.A. Co-ordinator:    Phil Skelton.  
Press Office:    Bob Barrett (Website/Local press)  
Club Citation:    Peter Goldsworthy.                         
Club Magazine Editor:              Peter Goldsworthy 

as an old persons dining club. I believe we need to introduce younger blood into the club. We do need to 
bring new members into Rotary and by potential members viewing us as a group of people operating in a 
relaxed atmosphere may just tilt the balance on them joining our club.  

      Conclusion. I believe that we are going to have a good year ahead with plenty of Fun and fellowship. 
What I do want is for all of us associated with this club to work together in all the events and functions we 
undertake and to include our partners. I know that there will be some activities that members may not 
want to participate in, I understand that, but let’s all still be positive in what we are doing because at the 
end of the day we are aiming to achieve the yearly motto, which is  

‘Building Communities, Bridging Continents’.   
 

To see all the events and activities for the forthcoming year visit our website calendar at: 
http://www.rotaryclubofswindonthamesdown.org.uk/ 

 
DGN Martin Greaves fellow Rotarians and guests, can I take this opportunity of thanking you for listen-
ing to me. I am really looking forward to my year, I hope you all are. 
President Elect 2010 –2011 John Fisher 
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Just look at this dog, 
I’m sure he thinks 
D.G.N. Martin is hold-
ing a biscuit! 

Sorry, I was laughing 
too much and the 
camera slipped! 

All together now -I’ll sing 
you a song its not very long 
ALL coppers are B*****s! 

This is the booklet that 
Rtn, Tina will get—one 
day! 

Host P.P. 
John 
Flanagan 

Dinner in the Restaurant  

Evidently were not reeeeely doomed! 

The Induction 
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If you ever feel a little bit stupid, just dig 
this up and read it again; you'll begin to 
think you're a genius.. 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
(On September 17, 1994, Alabama's Heather 
Whitestone was selected as Miss America 
1995.) 
Question: If you could live forever, would you 
and why? 
Answer: "I would not live forever, because we 
should not live forever, because if we were 
supposed to live forever, then we would live 
forever, but we cannot live forever, which is 
why I would not live forever," 
--Miss Alabama in the 1994 Miss  USA 
 contest. 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
"Whenever I watch TV and see those poor 
starving kids all over the world, I can't help but 
cry. I mean I'd love to be skinny like that, but 
not with all those flies and death and stuff." 
--Mariah Carey 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
"Smoking kills. If you're killed, you've lost a 
very important part of your life," 
-- Brooke Shields, during an interview to be-
come spokesperson for federal anti-smoking 
campaign 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
"I've never had major knee surgery on any 
other part of my body," 
--Winston Bennett,  University  of  Kentucky 
 basketball forward. 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
"Outside of the killings,  Washington  has one 
of the lowest crime rates in the country," 
--Mayor Marion Barry,  Washington  ,  DC  . 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
"That lowdown scoundrel deserves to be 
kicked to death by a jackass, and I'm just the 
one to do it," 
--A congressional candidate in  Texas  . 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
"Half this game is ninety percent mental." 
--Philadelphia Phillies manager, Danny Ozark 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

 
"It isn't pollution that's harming the environ-
ment. It's the impurities in our air and water 
that are doing it.." 
--Al Gore, Vice President 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
"I love  California  . I practically grew up in  
Phoenix  ." 
-- Dan Quayle 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
"We've got to pause and ask ourselves: How 
much clean air do we need?" 
--Lee Iacocca 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
"The word "genius" isn't applicable in football. 
A genius is a guy like Norman Einstein." 
--Joe Theisman, NFL football quarterback & 
sports analyst. 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
"We don't necessarily discriminate. We simply 
exclude certain types of people." 
-- Colonel Gerald Wellman, ROTC Instructor. 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
"Your food stamps will be stopped effective 
March 1992 because we received notice that 
you passed away. May God bless you. You 
may reapply if there is a change in your cir-
cumstances." 
--Department of Social Services, Greenville , 
South Carolina 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
"Traditionally, most of Australia's imports come 
from overseas." 
--Keppel Enderbery 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
"If somebody has a bad heart, they can plug 
this jack in at night as they go to bed and it will 
monitor their heart throughout the night. And 
the next morning, when they wake up dead, 
there'll be a record." 
--Mark S. Fowler, FCC Chairman 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 

Feeling smarter yet? 
After all its only brain lagging behind mouth and we 

see that in our club sometimes too! 
Thank you to Lilian in Oz for these 
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The next time you hear a politician use the word 'b illion' in a casual manner, think 

about whether you want the 'politicians' spending Y OUR tax money. 
 

A billion is a difficult number to comprehend, but one advertising agency did a good job 
of putting that figure into some perspective in one of its releases.  

 
A. A billion seconds ago it was 1959.  

 
B. A billion minutes ago Jesus was alive.  

 
C. A billion hours ago our ancestors were living in the Stone Age.  

 
D. A billion days ago no-one walked on the earth on two feet.  

 
E.  A billion Pounds ago was only 13 hours and 12 minutes, at the rate our government 

is spending it.  
 
 

Stamp Duty Tobacco Tax. Corporate Income Tax .Income Tax. Council Tax. 
Unemployment Tax. Fishing License Tax .Petrol/Diesel Tax. Inheritance Tax . 

(tax on top of tax) Alcohol Tax. V.A.T. Marriage License Tax .Property Tax.  
Service charge taxes. Social Security Tax. Vehicle License Registration Tax  

Vehicle Sales Tax. Workers Compensation Tax. 
 

STILL THINK THIS IS FUNNY? 
 

Not one of these taxes existed *100 years ago...and our nation was one of the most 
prosperous in the world. (*that’s only 30 years before some of us were born, Golds!) 

 
We had absolutely no national debt... we had the largest middle class in the world... and 

Mum stayed home to raise the kids.  

A 54 year old woman had a heart attack and was taken to the hospital.  
  While on the operating table she had a near death experience. Seeing God she asked "Is my time 
up?"  
  God said, "No, you have another 43 years, 2 months and 8 days to live."  
 
  Upon recovery, Since she had so much more time to live, she figured she might as well make the 
most of it, the woman decided to stay in the hospital and have a face-lift, liposuction, breast implants and 
a tummy tuck and then after her last operation, she was released from the hospital.  
 
 She then went to Goldsworthy’s hairdressing where they changed her hair cut and colour, then 
went to Rtn Barbara Goulding for beauty treatments including a facial and make up lessons and onto to 
Dentist Rtn Bruce Mayhew to brighten her teeth!  
 
  While crossing the street on her way home, she was killed by an ambulance.  
           
 Arriving in front of God, she demanded, "I thought you said I had another 43 years? Why didn't 
you pull me from out of the path of the ambulance.......... 
 

 God replied: "I’m really sorry but I truly didn't recognize you." 
 

(Great Adverts are now offered free to selected Rotarians in the Moonraker.) 
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AUSTRALIAN WAY  

 No matter what side of the AISLE you're on, THIS i s FUNNY and VERY telling! It just all depends on 
how you look at some things. 

 
Judy Rudd an amateur genealogy researcher in southe rn Queensland ’s, was doing some personal 
work on her own family tree. She discovered that Pr ime Minister Kevin Rudd great-great uncle, Re-

mus Rudd, was hanged for horse stealing and train r obbery in Melbourne in 1889. Both Judy 
and Kevin Rudd share this common ancestor. 

 
The only known photograph of Remus shows him standi ng on the gallows at the Melbourne Gaol: 

On the back of the picture Judy obtained during her  research is this inscription: 'Remus Rudd 
horse thief, sent to Melbourne Gaol 1885, escaped 1 887, robbed the Melbourne-Geelong train six 

times. Caught by Victoria Police Force, convicted a nd hanged in 1889.' 

  
So Judy recently e-mailed Prime Minister Rudd for i nformation about their great-great uncle. Remus 

Rudd: 
Believe it or not, Kevin Rudd's staff sent back the  following biographical sketch for her genealogy 

research: 
 

"Remus Rudd was famous in  Victoria during the mid to late 1800s . His business empire grew to 
include acquisition of valuable equestrian assets a nd intimate dealings with the Melbourne-Geelong 

Railroad. 
Beginning in 1883, he devoted several years of his life to government service, finally taking leave to  

resume his dealings with the railroad. 
In 1887, he was a key player in a vital investigati on run by the Victoria Police Force. In 1889, Remus  
passed away during an important civic function held  in his honour when the platform upon which 

he was standing collapsed." 
 

Thanks Lilian in Oz for this one too 
NOW That’s how it's done, Folks!  

�
Next weeks speaker and subject has been arranged by that superb Host bon 
vivur and good time charlie, P.P. Peter Goldsworthy PHF and it promises to 
be a great evening too … be there or be square! 
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