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By email to all members of Swindon Thamesdown Rotary Club, Foothill Highlands Rotary Club, Tappahannock Ro-
tary Club and selected Australian Rotary Club Members now available on our website at;  

http://www.rotaryclubofswindonthamesdown.org.uk/ 
The comments expressed in this newsletter, if not credited to someone else, are the thoughts & opinions of the Editor and therefore may 

not be the opinions of all the members of the Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown.  

Issue 115 Volume 5 and Number 34 of this Rotary Year 
An (almost) weekly publication 

 

 

 

President Richard Fry 
2009/10  

Meeting 29 June. Report by Host Rtn, Barbara Gouldi ng 
 
 The evening started with a Council meeting, which I had to leave early to see to my 
“Host” duties. 
 
 Many thanks to those who helped me put up the Banners.  Even though I wore my highest heels and 
stood on a chair, stretched as far as I could I was still about a foot short of being able to hook them 
up.  Not sure what the answer is,  maybe higher heels or a step ladder? Any suggestions?  I don’t 
think you will have that problem Tina. 
  
 I then went to see if our Speaker for the evening had arrived.  It was getting very close to 7.30 and I 

searched around the bar area for a gentleman on his own who might  be  the one, I 
was just about to approach one when in came Rod Law  in his Bobby Van Uni-
form making it very easy to spot him.  
 
 Our President Richard was on good form and smiling knowing that very shortly he 
will be passing on the responsibilities of Office on to S.V.P. John Fisher. I then said 
grace.  Golds for some reason or other was expecting a Latin version – be careful 
for what you wish is all I will say. 
 
 We were served with a somewhat 

unusual starter, which I think was half of a baked potato 
with bacon followed by slices of roast beef and York-
shire pud with roast potatoes and the usual “Tuesday” 
veg. 

 

  

Editor; Past President  
Peter Goldsworthy P.H.F.  

Swindon Thamesdown Editor of the year 2007 
District 1100 Editor of the Year 2008/9 (Yeah!) 
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 After our 10 min or so break President Richard introduced our Speaker 
Rod Law from The Bobby Van Trust. 
 
 Rod trained as a Carpenter after leaving school then joined the Police 
Force where he came across our S.V.P. John – he didn’t go into great de-
tail here, but I’m sure it wasn’t because John was a naughty boy. 
 
 After leaving the Force he got a job with The Bobby Van Trust .  The Trust 
was set up in 1998.  He has been with them for 8 years. 
 
 Wiltshire is one of 10 Counties where this service operates.  It deals with the vulnerable and disad-
vantaged people in the Community.  The word “older” was used which apparently refers to people 
over 60.  Some comments went around the room to the effect that most of the Rotarians present 
would meet that criteria – of course some of us said we were nowhere near that age.  
 
 Rod went on to say that they visit the elderly and disabled after a burglary to give advice in order to 
prevent a repeat .  They also deal with domestic violence  and he mentioned that the victim could 
sometimes be a man (at this stage there were a lot of nods in acknowledgement).  They can also 
provide a safe room until the Police arrive. They work very closely with the Police and Fire Service 
and most referrals come from the Police. 
 
 I gave my vote of thanks to Rod and saw him out, 
as our evening would then continue with B & F. 
 
 Rod invited members to have a look inside his 
van so I had a quick look around.  Everything was 
neat and tidy and like an Aladdin’s  cave.  Key cut-
ting machine, new locks, also something which is sponsored by The Lions is a form which when 
filled in gives a short medical history and personal details.  A sticker is put on the front door to let the 
Emergency Services know that the box containing these details will be found in the house. Particu-
larly helpful if the person lives on their own and should have a stroke or be unable to communicate 
for some reason. 
 
 We had a short B & F  where we were informed that Virginia  had broken her foot and Peter Win-
ton asked for 2 months leave of absence to allow him the extra time he might need to look after Vir-
ginia and carry on working. This was granted. 
 
 We also heard that Peter Treasure was still in hospital receiving treatment.  Lets hope the doctors 

can put him on a road to recovery and we see him back in the Club a.s.a.p.  We 
send them our best wished for the quickest possible recovery. 
 
 Richard Goddard thanked all those who were able to help him 
on the Rotary Stall over the weekend at the Swindon Old Town 
Festival.  
 
 It was Double Century Time draw again and Rtn Nigel Causton 
sold the remaining tickets then the winner who was in the room  
was announced so just look at the winning smile of Andrew 
Whiting who won £200 .  

   (yes but has he told Christine yet we shall find out next week!) 
 
  
 Next Week’s Host is Peter Goldsworthy and it is a Partners Evening.  
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At the Business and Fellowship meeting, President Richard reported that the resignation has been 
received from P.P. Fred Child for purely personal reasons and Fred also stated that his decision 
was certainly not a reflection on the club or its members.  
 
Fred we shall miss you and I personally thank you for putting forward the Moonraker to the district 
competition, unknown to me where it won best  Bulletin in district 1100 in 2008-09 
 
On another note Fred you will continue to receive the Moonraker (whether you like it or not) to give 
you the opportunity to join us at social and/or fundraising events in the future as recently proved 
worthwhile with lapsed members Mark Amis and Brian Golding , and I personally look forward to 
your company at the next past Presidents dinner in the Autumn. 
Golds! 
Ps—keep the jokes coming for the Moony too! 

At Handover next week the host is; 

 
 P.P. Peter Goldsworthy. P.H.F. bon vivur, wine coni-sewer & rack-onter 

 
Outgoing President Richard posed the question “Why him again?” 

                    the answer as everyone else knows Richard is; 
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Now this is an excerpt from 
 The Foothill Highland Bulletin  

‘The Highlander’  
this week  

 
Rotary Exchange trip with the Rotary Club  of Swindon Thamesdown. 
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Golds! adds; I have today spoken to Incoming President John Fisher, P.P. Alan Jefferies and 
he and Rtn, Barbara Goulding are International and Foundation/Vocational leaders in this 
new Rotary year and of course I are more than willing to be one of their conduits and support-
ers on this project.  

Re, Our overseas friends. 
You will remember that I sent an email out (only last week, so you should!) about the Foothill Club 
in Sacramento California and maybe a possible visit to them - already I have had the following 
reply from P.P. Bob Curran who many of you over here will remember together with his charming 
wife Karla; 
AS ALWAYS, WE'D LOVE TO HAVE YOU ALL.  WE'VE MISSED  OUR GET-TOGETHERS OF LATE.  
WE'LL WORK ON IT.  BOB CURRAN �



4 

The Walkley Midnight Walk 2010  
  
The 20th Walkley Midnight Walk took place in perfect weather conditions. 
Walkers gathered at the Bishopstone Village hall to register for the walk. 
173 Walkers registered  with another 20 travelling directly to Avebury to 
start the event giving a total walkers starting the event of 193!  
  
At the registration desk in Bishopstone Glen, Sue Davison and Michelle 
Morse asked the walkers if they knew, just as an estimate of how much 
money they were going to raise by completing the event. Only 89 of 
those asked gave a figure and that amounted to £15,911. Before the 
coaches transported the walkers to the start at Avebury they talked to 
the Swindon Deputy Mayor Councillor Ray Ballman telling her their 
reasons for walking and the charities they were supporting. I spoke to 
Councillor Ballman and she is very interested in supporting next years 
event when she becomes Mayor of Swindon, 
  
The most astonishing fact is that 46 local, nationa l, international 
charities and good causes will benefit from the mon ey raised by 
walkers.  
 
Here is a list of those charities;   
633 Squadron ATC - Help 4 Heroes - Adam Bird Appeal - Alzheimer's 
Society - Blue Cross Burford - Breakthrough Breast Cancer - British 
Heart Foundation - CALM - Cancer Research UK - Chernobyl Children 
In Need - Cerebra -  CLIC Sargent - Commonweal Gambia School Trip - 
Epilepsy Action - Freshbrook Community Centre - Great Ormond Street 
Hospital - Greatwood - John Thornton Young Achievers - McMillan Can-
cer Support - National Autistic Society - NSPCC Swindon - Nythe Pre 
School - Oak & Furrows Wildlife Rescue - PALNA - Prospect Hospice - 
Rowdy Bunch Youth Club - RNIB Swindon - Swindon Guide Dogs for 
the Blind - Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust - Sands Stillbirth & 
Neonatal Death Charity - Sarah Nicholas Youth for Christ - Swindon 
Ten to Eighteen Project - Swindon Carers Centre - Swindon Mind - 
Swindon MS Therapy Centre - Swindon Pregnancy Crisis Centre - The 
Bobby Moore Fund - The Humane Research Trust - Toothill Junior 
Youth Club - Wiltshire Search & Rescue - Wiltshire Air Ambulance - 
Zurich Cares - 1st Peatmoor Guides  
Many walkers walked for charities with close links to their lives and 
families. 
  
Ali McCallum a thirteen year old young man from Churchfield's School 
walked for PA.L.N.A. with his parents and a school teacher. Ali was left as a six 
week old baby at an orphanage in India and after being adopted and moving to 
England has continuously raised money for P.A.L.N.A. which is the orphanage 
that took him in as a baby  
  
Eight young people from the Swindon Ten to Eighteen Project (STEP) walked 
to raise money for C.C.I.N. (the Chernobyl Children In Need) as they wished to 
raise money for children less fortunate than themselves. These children com-
pleted half distance and finished at the second coffee point where they were 
presented with their certificates by Gin McGiffin , the Chairperson of the CCIN charity. 
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A group of young people and their parents walked to raise money for a Commonweal school 
trip to Gambia to help the young people of that country. 
  
The Swindon Air Training Corps had a group of 23 young cadets and officers who walked (or 
marched) dressed in uniform for the Help 4 Heroes charity. All of the cadets finished despite a 
few blisters along the route. 
  
A dog called Colin with his owner walked for the Swindon MS Therapy 
Centre and he looked as fresh at the finish as he did at the start! 
  
I received many compliments on the night of the walk and since, by email 
complimenting the club on the route and its organisation. Walkers liked 
the friendliness of the marshals along the route and at the three coffee 
points. They commented that the organisation was very professional and 
was far better than similar events they had attended. We have even had 
several enquires about next years event! 
  
I would like to thank all the Rotarians, their family mem-
bers and friends who helped marshal or on the coffee 
stops at this years event. Without your help and dedica-
tion the event could not go ahead. 
  
 Thank you again and kind regards Bob Barrett  
 

  

Swindon Thamesdown Rotary In Action 
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 Many Congratulations to our Three new Paul Harris awardees; 
 Past Presidents Phil Skelton, Tony Horn and Steve D avison 
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A must read for Grandparents..   
(Those who aren't will love it, too.)  

  At one point during a game, the coach called one of  his 9-year-old baseball players 
aside and asked, 'Do you understand what cooperatio n is?  What a team is?'  The little 

boy nodded in the affirmative.   
 

'Do you understand that what matters is whether we win or lose together as a team?' 
 The little  boy nodded 'yes'.   

 
'So,' the coach continued, 'I'm sure you know, when  an out is called, you shouldn't ar-

gue, curse,  attack the umpire, or call him a pecker-head, di**h ead or as**ole.  Do you un-
derstand all that?'  The little boy  nodded 'yes' again.   

 
He continued, 'And when I take you out of the game so another boy gets a chance to 

play, it's not good sportsmanship to call your coac h "a dumb ass or sh**head" is 
it?'  The little boy shook his head  'NO'.   

 
'GOOD', said the coach.   

 
'Now go over there and explain all that to your gra ndmother!' 

A little British humour   
(this must actually be an American joke, so yanks, please note correct spelling. Golds!) 

The train was quite crowded, so a U. S. Marine walked the entire length looking for a seat, but 
the only seat left was taken by a well dressed, middle-aged, French woman's poodle. The war-
weary Marine asked, 'Ma'am, may I have that seat?' The French woman just sniffed and said 
to no one in particular, 'Americans are so rude. My little Fifi is using that seat.'  
  
The Marine walked the entire train again, but the only seat left was under that dog. 'Please, 
ma'am. May I sit down? I'm very tired.' She snorted, 'Not only are you Americans rude, you are 
also arrogant!'  
This time the Marine didn't say a word; he just picked up the little dog, tossed it out the train 
window, and sat down.  
  
The woman shrieked, 'Someone must defend my honor! (honour) This American should be 
put in his place!'  
  
An English gentleman sitting nearby spoke up,  
'Sir, you Americans often seem to have a penchant f or doing the wrong thing.  
· You hold the fork in the wrong hand.  
· You drive your cars on the wrong side of the road.  
· And now, sir, you seem to have thrown the wrong bit ch out the window! ….. 

 Thanks Cilla for this one.  
  


