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Meeting July 6th 2010

Club Handover 2010

Host P.P. Peter Goldsworthy report ~ This was a Partners evening where we were graced
by not only the attendance of our better looking halves(!) but also by Hon Member P.P. Pe-
ter Woodward PHF and his Valerie together with the lovely Margaret Parsons and Eve-
lyn Walkley.

The Meeting was started by outgoing President Richard Fry for the final & shortest meet-
ing of the year under his command, during which he welcomed our guests and also gave us
an update on our poorly people, namely Rtn, Peter Treasure in Swindon's Great Western
Hospital and Virginia Winton in Swansea Hospital and also his own wife Jane who al-
though not in hospital is still a tad poorly too. Richard also mentioned that we had recently




lost two members as past Presidents Fred Child and Peter Newson  had both resigned for per-
sonal reasons, shame lads we will miss you! - but insist you join us for our social and fundraising
events - you will continue to receive the Moonraker to keep you up to speed with club happenings
.... Richard then pre’ceed the year with the clubs achievements under his direction, for which he
received a warm round of applause.

Then it was on to the new man in charge when S.V.P. John Fisher was formally inducted by
President Richard into his role as the 11th President of Swindon Thamesdown Club  and the
33rd President since the clubs actual formation as the Rotary Club of Thamesdown and all
this before dinner!

Then our superb host (hame forgotten) took over with a grace that remembered other handovers
in the past and especially mentioned our late Past Presidents and great friends Brian Walkley,
Leslie Parsons and Dixon May, after which he used the grace that Dixon was so pleased to re-
cite but unfortunately was unable to recreate Dixon’s winsome chuckle!

NEW(?!) Meal organiser P.P. John Flanagan had arranged for us to enjoy a three course celebra-
tory meal and from the look of the plates around, | guess he got it right too and here | must thank
President John for supplying everyone with wine throughout the meal (we all hope this is the fore-
runner for all the meals during his presidency, ‘cos it could mean he becomes the most popular

President ever! -which | guess means he would be replacing me in that role (even if it was a self ap-
pointed one).

Onto the festivities of the night for during the break new Rotarian Tina Ellis together with hus-
band Nigel came around to relive us of our quid each for that weekly swindle, the raffle. President
John welcomed our guests which included the ones aforementioned together with all our partners,
I.P.P. Stewart Bell of Swindon Old Town Club  and Andy Gleed and his wife (Andy is one of two
for whom a 10 day letter is about to be issued, this was when President John gloatingly and jok-
ingly referred to the fact that if elected this was his quota for two new members for the year!

JVP Bob Barrett stepped forward to be hung with the SVP Jewel and he will replace John as
President in twelve months time, then up came Rtn, Paul Parfrey to be installed as our Junior
Vice President for 2010-11, Paul is also Membership Chairman for this year and has already
stamped his authority on the position by introducing a written new members brief
and holding the first information meeting of the year for our two prospective mem-
bers (not bad for a first week in the post!) - verdict this boy could do very well!!!

President John outlined some of the events planned for the year ahead and the
Presidents lady Diane gave letters to all the ladies for their events that we blokes
are not invited to!!

Stanley was brought forward and introduced to the assembly and | know that al-
ready he is touring the world so more about him in his own section
in this issue. My thanks to PP Phil Skelton for sorting the regalia
out for me prior to the meeting when | was in my chauffer role to the
Woody’s and Margaret Parsons and that’s all from me ‘cos | gotta
get ready to go to Cornwall with Peggy which means there wont be
a Moony from me next week but | am sure Hon Sec Richard God-
dard will fill in very nicely! BYEEEEeeeeeeeee Golds!

P.s. this picture shows Rtn, Dave Coe presenting P.P Andrew Whiting's
cheque for winning the double century club draw prize last week of £200
being given to Christine Whiting

- bet that'll take the smile away from you Andrew!










Presidents Message 2010/11
President John Fisher — Rotary Club of Swindon Tham esdown.

Dear fellow Rotarians, Partners and friends.

| feel it is a great honour to be taking over the reins of this club for the year 2010/11. This year
will hopefully see the club move forward and become more united in both fellowship and the
events that we undertake. What | hope to achieve during the year ahead is to have some great
fun and fellowship as well as helping others both in our local communities and internationally.
If we all work hard together as a team | am sure that we can achieve great things.

The motto in Rotary is ‘Service above self and the motto for my presidential year is
‘Building Communities, Bridging Continents’ . | believe that in Rotary we do both those
things but hopefully we can produce a bit more effort in realizing the hopes and dreams of oth-
ers both locally and throughout the World.

My main charity for the year is The Swindon Guide Dogs. | have for the past few months been
working with Alan Fletcher the Chair of the Swindon Branch planning events for the forthcom-
ing year. Prior to me taking office we had raised almost £3000 towards the purchase of a dog.
The money to date has come from walkers on the 2009 Walkley walk and a £1000 donation by
the club in 2009. To bolster the monies for this charity we are planning events in August 2010
at our home, further monies from the 2010 Walkley Walk and the sale of the Rotary calendar
for 2011. | have distributed a number of collection boxes at various locations in the town which
will bolster the fundraising.

This year | have chosen a dog as my mascot called STAN. Stan is also the father
of a number of puppies who | thought for some fun during the year could go trav-
elling with members of the club and their families to many destinations throughout
the world. The idea is that when on his travels Stan will be photographed at nu-
merous locations enabling the club to keep a track of Stan’s whereabouts each
month and produce a portfolio of his travels at the end of the year emphasizing
that our club is truly ‘Rotary round the World’

Other charities | would like to support during my year include the NSPCC Child Voice Appeal.
This organisation now looks after the Child line and in Swindon. Do you realize that only 1 in
four calls made by Children in Swindon get answered. My aim is that we as a club will raise at
least £1600. This money will train an operator so that during the year over 200 additional calls
from children in the Swindon area will be answered.

As we know Christmas can be a very lonely time for people and | would like the club to help,
both by raising money and by ‘hands on’ help around the Christmas period for local Centre’s
who feed and supply materials to the homeless and less fortunate people of the town. | know
that the Salvation Army in Gorse Hill supply Christmas dinners and send presents and food
parcels to local elderly and vulnerable people. Other Centre’s such as the ‘Foodbank,” The
Walcot Centre also supply food and meals as well to people of the town. As part of our fund-
raising we will on Saturday 4 ™ December 2010 at the Immanuel Church Upham Road host a
concert with the Swindon Male Voice Choir to raise money for all these good causes.

Being interested in sport | have arranged a sporting dinner at the Marriott Hotel on Friday 24 ™
September 2010 . Proceeds from this event will be going to Rotary Foundation to help in the




eradication of Polio and also to our own Rotary charities for both local and international
projects.

In addition to the above charities | would like the club to get behind an international pro-
ject whether it is the Jaipur Limb Project or a Project in Africa, Nepal or any country
where we can help disadvantaged individuals.

This year and for the next two presidential years, Paul Parfrey, Bob Barrett and | have
discussed a three year project based on helping people in the Swindon Area who suffer
from epilepsy. In Swindon there is no form of help as far as awareness, group help or
central information to assist people suffering from this disease. We intend over the next
three years to research, obtain information and set up a group/information
point/website to help people. This project will hopefully culminate in Paul's year where
we can show that our Rotary club has left their mark on something which will benefit
many sufferers and families in the Swindon area.

My main chairpersons for the year are John Flanagan, Club administration and Chris
Ockwell, Club Service. | know that both will be great assets during my year and if any
individuals within the club have ideas then please speak to both of them with your sug-
gestions. To this aim | would like to encourage the newer members of our club to help
in both committees to see how Rotary works and the benefits which they will gain from
their involvement. This is your Rotary club so please all become involved in what we
do.

Dianne my wife is looking forward to hosting you all at our Cheese and Wine evening
on the Saturday 31 %' July and also for her ‘Snail Trail’ on the Saturday 14 ™ August in
aid of the Guide Dogs.

Our club will again continue with the annual Christmas Sleigh which will be run this
year by David Dukes and take place between 1% and 24™ December. The annual
Walkley Walk will take place on the 11" & 12™ June 2011. Many other events are
planned during the year both in relation to fundraising and also in relation to fellowship
within the club.

My year will culminate on Saturday 25" June 2011 when | intend to hold my Presi-
dents Summer Ball which will feature a gala dinner and live band.

In conclusion both Dianne and | are looking forward to the year. Can | ask that all of us
as a club work together in making this a great year. By all of us working together in
some small way we can make other people’s lives a little bit better. As this year's motto
states let’s build communities and bridge continents

Have a great year and enjoy it and let us all have some fantastic FUN.
Yours in Rotary

John Fisher: President




Special note For YOUR _ Diary!

Swindon Thamesdown Rotary Club
Charity Sporting Dinner

Friday 24th September 2010

Marriott Hotel - Pipers Way - Swindon SN3 1SH

Guest Speaker - Nobby Stiles M.B.E.
Comedian - John Stiles
Compere - Phil King
Table of Swindon Town FC Legends

3 Course Meal followed by Cheese Board and Coffee
Auction Prizes Include
An Arsenal Shirt signed by Thierry Henry
Raffle prizes

All Proceeds To
Rotary Foundation and Local Rotary Charities
7.00pm for 7.30 pm
Dress Code Black Tie Tables of 1 0 - £450
Individual Tickets - £45 each
BOOK VERY SOON - be there or miss out a lot!

Ruff—Ruff!
Hi Y’aaaal, Och Weel - here | am on my
first trip abroad _ to Edinburgh in bonny
Scotland where funnily enough the men
wear skirts but | got to enjoy haggis and
malt whisky— do | look like I have a hang-
over? all thanks to President John -
hic!
Look out for more of my travels with
Swindon Thamesdown Rotarians in this Rotary years M oonraker’s

SOthat leaves just one question where will y

_ou take me?







Gramps!
A woman in a supermarket is following a grandfather and his badly behaved three year-old grandson.
It's obvious to her that he has his hands full with the child screaming for
sweets in the sweet aisle, biscuits in the biscuit aisle; and for fruit, cereal and pop in the other aisles.
Meanwhile, Gramps is working his way around, saying in a controlled voice,
"Easy, William, we won't be long . . . easy, boy."
Another outburst, and she hears the granddad calmly say, "It's okay, William, just a couple more minutes and
we'll be out of here. Hang in there, boy."
At the checkout, the little terror is throwing items out of the buggy, and Gramps says again in a controlled voice,
"William, William, relax buddy,
don't get upset. We'll be home in five minutes; stay cool, William."
Very impressed, the woman goes outside where the grandfather is loading his
groceries and the boy into the car.
She said to the elderly gentleman, "It's none of my business, but you were
amazing in there. | don't know how you did it. That whole time, you kept your composure, and no matter how
loud and disruptive he got, you just calmly kept saying things would be okay. William is very lucky to have you as
his grandpa."”
"Thanks, lady," said the grandfather, "but I'm William . .. .
the little bastard's name is Kevin, and I'm gonna kick his ass when we get home

A man appeared before St. Peter at the Pearly Gates
"Have you ever done anything of particular merit"? St. Peter asked.
"Well, I can think of one thing," the man offered. "Once, on a trip to the Black Hills, out in South Dakota, | came
upon a gang of bikers, who were threatening a young woman. | directed them to leave her alone, but they would-
n't listen. So, | approached the largest and most heavily tattooed biker and smacked him in his face, kicked his
bike over, ripped out his nose ring and threw it on the ground. | yelled, "Now, back off or I'll ruin you all'"
St. Peter was impressed. "When did this happen"? he asked.

"Just a couple of minutes ago."

THE GOLFING NUN.......

A nun walks into Mother Superior's office and plunks down into a chair. She lets out a sigh heavy with frustra-
tion.

'What troubles you, Sister?' asked the Mother Superior.. 'l thought this was the day you spent with your family.'
‘It was,' sighed the Sister. 'And | went to play golf with my brother. We try to play golf as often as we can. You
know | was quite a talented golfer before | devoted my life to Christ.'

'| seem to recall that,' the Mother Superior agreed. 'So | take it your day of recreation was not relaxing?'

'Far from it," snorted the Sister. 'In fact, | even took the Lord's name in vain today!'

'‘Goodness, Sister!' gasped the Mother Superior, astonished. "You must tell me all about it!"

‘Well, we were on the fifth tee...and this hole is a monster, Mother -540 yard Par 5, with a nasty dogleg left and a
hidden green...and | hit the drive of my life. | creamed it. The sweetest swing | ever made.

And it's flying straight and true, right along the line | wanted...and it hits a bird in mid-flight !"

'‘Oh my!" commiserated the Mother. 'How unfortunate! But surely that didn't make you blaspheme, Sister!'

'No, that wasn't it," admitted Sister. 'While | was still trying to fathom what had happened, this squirrel runs out of
the woods, grabs my ball and runs off down the fairway!"

'Oh, that would have made me blaspheme!' sympathized the Mother..

'‘But | didn't, Mother!" sobbed the Sister. 'And | was so proud of myself! And while | was pondering whether this
was a sign from God, this hawk swoops out of the sky and grabs the squirrel and flies off, with my ball still
clutched in his paws!

'So that's when you cursed,' said the Mother with a knowing smile.

‘Nope, that wasn't it either,’ cried the Sister, anguished, 'because as the hawk started to fly out of sight, the squir-
rel started struggling, and the hawk dropped him right there on the green, and the ball popped out of his paws
and rolled to about 18 inches from the cup!'

Mother Superior sat back in her chair, folded her arms across her chest, fixed the Sister with a baleful stare and
said...
'I know - You missed the *-I*!II*Il putt, didn't you?'

Thanks PP Mike Slipper for forwarding these




Banned from Sainsbury's ... didn't like shopping there anyway

Yesterday | was at my local Sainsbury's buying a large bag of Purina dog food for my
loyal pet and was in the checkout queue when a woman behind me asked if | had a dog.

What did she think | had - an elephant? So, since I'm retired and have little to do, on im-
pulse | told her that no, | didn't have a dog, | was starting the Purina Diet again. | added
that | probably shouldn’t, because | ended up in hospital last time, but that I'd lost 2 stone
before | woke up in intensive care with tubes coming out of most of my orifices and 1Vs in
both arms

| told her that it was essentially a perfect diet and that the way that it works is to load your
pockets with Purina nuggets and simply eat one or two every time you feel hungry. The
food is nutritionally complete so it works well and | was going to try it again.

(I have to mention here that practically everyone in the queue was now enthralled with
my story.)

Horrified, she asked me if | ended up in intensive care because the dog food poisoned
me. | told her no, | stepped off a curb to sniff an Irish Setter's arse and a car hit us both.

| thought the guy behind her was going to have a heart attack he was laughing so hard.

I'm now banned from Sainsbury's.

Stanley SaYSyeally liked the story above(!) and | wish to point out
that there is no truth in the rumour that my real name is STONLY - even
though it could be construed as;
Swindon Thamesdown ONLY!
RUFFF ruf!
N.b. don't forget to look out for MY piece and track my travels in future issues

Mr President and Stanley
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