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As I start putting together the top & tail of this Moonraker, it is my Rotary Anniversary for I have been 
a member of our club 27 years today, August 4th. Golds! — Well I thought you needed to know! 
 
Meeting 5th August 2008 
 
We were again shown into the little room as the hotel is undergoing refurbishment  
and the evening started with host PP Phil Skelton ‘doing’ Grace, then before our 
very unbelieving eyes an example of sexual discrimination happened!!!!!!  
Stella  our catering manager came into the room and immediately went to New Ro-
tarian Barbara Goulding  and served her first!!!!!!!!!!!! -
after a hush descended on the room, came the mo-
ment when every male Rotarian seemed to erupt into 
catcalls and boos at the same time!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
Then Stella seemed to spot that the President was sat 
with another lady and so went to where they were sat 
and served —— this lady, our Speaker Sue 
Hooper  — wot is this? - are the women taking over? 
(again!) is there a conspiracy? Will all men be made to 
eat separately in the near future? No one told me that 
when we got our first woman member, the Rotary tradi-
tion of serving the President first would go out the win-
dow!! I gotta say it made for good fun and fellowship once again and even visiting 
Rotarian and former member and Past President of our Club Andy Griffiths seemed 
to enjoy his time with what is after all, the best club in district (ok-arguably). 
T’’was a good meal, well, the main course was - ’cos I don’t like pudding before the 
main and we started with melon and jam stuff, then onto steak and mushroom pie - 
now that’s more like it MAN FOOD! Sorry girls but I saw you ate it all too!  
 
Our second guest was a visiting Rotarian from India, namely Mr.R.M Choukse (Past 
President & active Rotarian of Dist 3040 brought along by I.P.P. Tony Horn ) I won-
der what he thought of the goings on!  

President Bob Barrett 
2008/09  
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Our Speaker tonight was as I said, Sue Cooper of the National Society for Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Children  (NSPCC) -funny isn't it that the Animal one 
(RSPCA) is Royal but kids, who are our future are only entitled 
to a ‘National!’ in their title 
 
Sue gave us an informative and interesting talk during which 
we learnt that the Swindon group is 110 years old and that it is 
as much needed today or should that be, even more needed 
than when it was first started all that time ago.  
85% of its funds come from voluntary donations and in our 
own town there are many Dads who are trying to cope on their 
own, not just Mums and that at present there are 310 kids on 
the protective register (at risk) and the number is still growing. 
Childline (started by Esther Rantzen of the BBC) is now a part of the NSPCC  as 
they could not cope with the amount of phone calls from children. The government 
has invested £30 million over three years to aid its work but funds are constantly 
needed as they estimate that 4,500 children in the UK call childline EVERY DAY.  
The North Swindon Family centre cost 
£215,712 to run in 2006/07 and the Swin-
don Centre cost £316,968. Sue thanked 
the club for our donation of £1,110.00 and 
told us of the challenge to raise money etc 
in targets of 110 and she said one person 
is raising 110 plants to sell for them at £1 a 
time. 
The children express themselves and their 
problems in painting sessions as they 
more often than not wont speak about it 
until they have been going to the sessions for some time but the painting seem to 
bring it out and enable the volunteers to help them easier.  I believe we all were all 
shocked to know that Swindon has  the second highest amount of calls for help 
and are only topped by Bristol in the South West. During September to coincide 
with their anniversary they are holding a party at the Jolly Roger play area for the 
kids who don’t often go to parties.  
Sue also told us a little of how they are working with an organisation to track down 
paedophiles on the Internet. 
 
PP Phil Skelton spoke eloquently for all of us in his vote 
of thanks and also mentioned that PP Fred Child should 
take help and advice from Sue and Cilla Slipper in the 
recipe book he is going to spearhead for our Club as 
they produced one for Round Table or Inner Circle or 
some such obscure organisation back in 19 hundred and 
frozen to death!  
Over to you Fred and on that point how many of you 
members have even put your chefs hats on to push Fred to the starting gate?!   
 
Sergeant at Arms Peter Treasure was like Lazarus, tonight he rose form the dead 
to bully fines from everyone including me and I was driving him home!  
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Anyway with much laughter he fined Rotarian Barbara 
for being the first member of the Rotary Club of Swindon 
Thamesdown to actually carry a handbag! - He also 
fined her for being served first at dinner and then he 

fined her for having an un-
told number of deserts at 
the Golds sandwich do—
Barbara , you have, I 
hope, noted that at no time did we say the 4 Way 
Test applied to our own members! He then fined 
most of the rest of the cluband the total of fines was a 

staggering £19.34 (wot tight swine put in 4p—bet it was the treasurer!) and this to-
tal was then given to Sue Hooper for the NSPCC. 
 
The weekly swindle was won by ……...yep! you guessed.. Our esteemed Treas-
urer PP Steve (Moneybags  - we’re all doomed!) Davi son 
 
Next weeks host is PP Mike Slipper ands speaker is David Hoare  
 
International Chairman Andy Tapper is the organiser of the goods to be taken to 
the container at Westbury ready to leave on September 1st for the people in Bela-
rus and he needs to have emailed from all donors of what you are donating and if 
possible its weight and size. Since the meeting I have heard from PP Frank Rey-
nolds that past Rotarian Peter White is delighted to support the club by letting us 
use his Luton Van to go to Westbury and our driver will be past Rotarian Brian 
Golding as he already has insurance cover to drive this van so its all coming to-
gether nicely—good on yuh lads! I reckon its really cool that we have three past 
Rotarians of our club supporting this initiative, maybe its like in the scouts, once a 
Rotarian always a Rotarian at heart!  
 
The Editor thanks all of you for your potted Histor ies they are now ALL IN 
and very shortly I will let you see the draft befor e it goes to the printers. 

Chinese Food 
A couple go for a meal at a Chinese restaurant and order the “Chicken Surprise”. 
The waiter brings the meal, served in a lidded cast iron pot. 
Just as the wife is about to serve herself, the lid of the pot rises slightly and she 
briefly sees two beady little eyes looking around before the lid slams back down. 
“Good grief, did you see that?” she asks her husband. He hasn’t, so she asks him to 
look in the pot. He reaches for it and again the lid rises, and he sees two little eyes 
looking around before it slams down. 
Rather perturbed, he calls the waiter over, explains what is happening, and demands 
an explanation. “Please sir,” says the waiter, “what you order?” 
The husband replies, “Chicken Surprise.”  
You’re going to love this             
 
Keep going ……….     Ready ? 
 
“Ah... so sorry,” says the waiter, “I bring you Peeking Duck!” 
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The ‘Sandwich Do’ at Windyridge Sunday August 3rd  
(Photos taken quite early and the photographer was having such a good time he for-
got to take more when some folk arrived later—sorry if you aren't in the pictures, 
Golds!) 
31 folk attended and the hosts were very grateful that they had agreed to store the 
clubs new Gazebo, for it became the food tent and made the day easier due to more 
room inside to get out of this foul summer we are enduring—where is this so called 
global warming for it ain’t in Swindon! Everyone had a great time judging by the 
comments, cards and emails received since. All we can say is thank you to all of 
you who attended for you made it so easy and nice for us too—now we look forward 
to continuing with the social side of Rotary with the upcoming Surprise Dining 
events. 

 
Thanks are due to the young members of the salon team at Goldsworthys hairdressing for 
all their work and effort in making the Belarus Kids visit such a success.  
The next page has pictures of their visit and I understand that at the end of the visit they 
were delighted with their goody bags of shampoo, conditioner and other items not available 
to them in Belarus 


