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My Fellow Rotarians 
What a great bunch we have in this Club!  
From just members of this club 32 children are now sponsored to eat every 
day in Belarus and more than that, by each doing it  individually (instead of 
through the Club) you have given your income tax pa yments on that amount of 
money to the CCIN charity as well! (as it will be r eclaimed via Gift Aid!)  
 
Meeting 12th August 2008 
Host our own erudite PP Mike Slipper who gave grace and then we queued at the 
mixed grill buffet which was very good  
(I loved it when PP Alan Jefferies asked loudly for some ‘FROGGO’ MUSTARD or 
as he said it ‘Froggo mootard’ - which is possibly French speak!) and the new 
French waiter had to go and get it for him!! Ho Ho!! So much for International under-
standing the Rotary way! A good meal enjoyed by all with plenty of banter through-
out the evening and a heartfelt plea from Senior Vice President Richard Fry  due to 
the fact that we only had one course — no pud you see! 
 
Speaker tonight was Dave Hoare from Swindon Borough Council Parks and 
events and it was very interesting as he gave us a little of his potted history. At the 
beginning he started at Wembley Council which later became 
Brent Council of which he did not approve, then how he went to 
Agricultural College and from there to Chippenham Golf Course,  
then into the police force before joining Swindon in the Parks & 
Recreation dept. During his job interview he was asked the ques-
tion if you saw some boys playing football in an area where it was 
not allowed what would you say to them he replied ‘that he would 
ask them to go to one of the designated football areas’. the ques-
tioner then asked ‘if the boys said they couldn't as it was three 
quarters of a mile away what would his response be’—he replied 
‘I would come back to you as it would be your problem as you told 
me that there are football areas within half a mile of each other and it would be your 
problem not mine’— he got the job! His first task was as Inspector of dog poo!  

President Bob Barrett 
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Fortunately he did not bring samples along! He then moved onto events venues (like 
the Polo ground where we have held events) when he started there were only 5 
events held in Swindon annually and now there are many more including the con-
certs in the Town Gardens Bowl which he modernised and had electrics and other 
things installed in this 1930’s venue which is now more widely used. The Town Gar-
dens bandstand now has band concerts every Sunday from St Georges day (23rd 
April) till September. It was also part of his remit to check the ice on lakes for public 
safety and he related the time when lads were racing cars on Liden lake but after he 
got them to go away others went out and wait for it —–  — 
—– lit a bonfire on the frozen lake!! -  at the same time other boys were throwing 
bricks around the edge of the lake trying to crack the ice!  
Also boys had held Ben Hur type of chariot races on the ice with supermarket shop-
ping trolleys!  
David also brought circus’s back to Swindon as he was responsible for fun fairs and 
the like, during this time he became friends with Gary Smart after he came here to 
Swindon to talk about the circus coming to Swindon. Gary said how much more he 
liked Swindon that Windsor (please note that Cilla Slipper!) when asked why? he re-
plied it was because he got coffee and biscuits immediately here, but in Windsor he 
got nothing!  
Gary is the grandson of Billy Smart of the famous circus family and later David was 
invited to Wandsworth in London to meet more of the show business folk ,anyway 
he got there early with his daughter and they were hungry so went across the park 
to buy Fish & Chips which they sat on a park bench and ate. On reaching the circus 
big top, the ringmaster, resplendent in redcoat etc, told them that Gary wanted them 
to come through, so in they went to be greeted with champagne and a superb buffet 
including Caviar, his daughter was immediately struck by all the celebrities, TV stars 
etc, in the room and kept naming them to him—then she said there is  (?cant re-
member who?) David span around quickly to look and spilt his red wine over the 
front of Honour Blackman! (Pussy Galore in James Bond film and also of the Aven-
gers). 
 
Recently Dave found a site and created a mountain bike trail which was opened by 
the Mayor and now has 2km open with a further 8 km to be developed (How far is 
that then? and whatever happened to miles!!!!) He is also in charge of the old 
Church, Holy Rood in the Lawns, which until 18 years ago was 
locked up and no one went in to it he argued the case for what 
was Swindon's Parish Church until 1850 when Christchurch was 
built and got funding for it and has made it much more accessible 
to the public and often works with Cilla on talks etc about it and 
Old Town. When he took it over lads had broken into one of the 
tombs and were playing cricket with a leg bone as a bat ,I reckon 

that’s no good for they would be out 
wait for it — leg before wicket!!! Da 
dah! 
 
Host PP Mike Slipper thanked Dave and said how nice 
it is to hear other folks history, to know more about 
them, and then thanked Dave for his interesting talk but 
said he could not have coped with so many different oc-
cupations himself. 
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Announcements 
SPECIAL NOTE FOR COUNCIL MEMBERS there will be a council meeting on the 
26th of August the day after the Bank holiday so the Club itself will not meet ONLY 
Council . A buffet will be served so apologies must be recorded and if any other Club 
Members not on council wish to attend (as is the right of every 
member) they will need to log in for forgo food) 
IPP Tony Horn has informed me that tickets for the Last 
Night of the Proms  at the Wyvern will be available NEXT 
WEEK book them early as it should be an excellent night as 
some items have been changed from 
last year ( but only the least popular ones!) 
 

JVP John Fisher reported on the 
Belarus children's going away party 
held on Monday supported by 
President Bob & Glen - JVP John himself—PP Kevin 
Brown & Anita—Secretary Richard Goddard & Sally 
and Peggy & myself. 
 
The children have all had a great time here and it will sup-
ply memories for the rest of their lives not just for them but 
for all of us fortunate to have come into contact with 
them—to be involved as we were, I think gives our Rotary 
Club a real hands on and feel good factor. 
(Pictures overleaf) 

 Here is the wall painting at the Su-
permarine Social Club where the 
party was held and of course Super-
marine Spitfires were produced dur-
ing the war– awesome! 
 
Now we have to collect, organise 
and transport to the container, the 
goods for the Belarus kids, also for their friends and families which International 
Chairman Andy Tapper is coordinating on behalf of the club. The Luton van that 
Past member Peter White  is supplying to transport the goods from Swindon to 
Westbury will collect the items from the BSS car park in Cheney Manor on Sunday 
24th August to get it to the container before the cut off date of 1st September— 
thanks to PP Peter Collis for organising the pick up point and to past Rotarian 
Brian Golding for driving it to Westbury - but we will need members to pack and 
unload it, more details very soon probably via email from Andy Tapper.  
Remember these folk need nearly everything (but nothing needing batteries and no 
liquids or chemicals like shampoo due to the terrorist threat)  but things like roofing 
felt, lino, tiles, timber, clothes, toys, bedding, curtains are certainly acceptable all 
must be new or in very good condition, all items should be boxed (not bagged and 
clearly marked on the outside what it is and if possible the weight too. 
 
Finally Newest Member Rotarian Barbara in her role as raffle monkey squeezed  
money from us all in the weekly swindle and told SVP Richard Fry (Is there any pud-
ding?) that he would have the winning ticket and —— he did! 
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The board showing just some of 
their activities over here 

Animal has found a new Belarusian friend 

The farewell party for the Belarus children.  
I reckon you can see how much they have enjoyed 
themselves—Bless ‘em! 
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30th Anniversary of Charter Dinner Thursday Decembe r 4th 2008. 
As this is such an important date for our club it has been decided 
That we will omit the meeting scheduled for the Tuesday 2nd December at the 
Holiday Inn to avoid too many events in that short space of time before the Festive 
rush.  
Also the meal cost of the (omited) 2nd December meeting will be used towards the 
cost of club members tickets for this event.  The dinner will follow the previous for-
mat and be Rotarians only, black tie (for male members) and regalia will be worn.  
 
Invitations will go to our local clubs also to the D.G. and to the R.I. President Ian 
Thompson  who many of you will remember was President of his own club Chelten-
ham the same year as PP Alan Jefferies was ours.  
 
PP Mike Slipper and I have been given the opportunity to organise this event as we 
did the 25th Anniversary one, so more later but put the date in your diary now! �
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�������	��������   - Editor of the Year (AND with a trophy to prove it!) 
Remember to add this to your favourites in your browser web tool bar;   

http://www.rotaryclubofswindonthamesdown.org.uk  
And check out the Club happenings and updated calen dar.  

 
 


