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Remember this from last week? - then read the email from our Hon Secretary 
My Fellow Rotarians 
What a great bunch we have in this Club!  
From just members of this club 32 children are now sponsored to eat every day in Belarus and more than  that, by 
each doing it individually (instead of through the Club) you have given your income tax payments on th at amount of 
money to the CCIN charity as well! (as it will be r eclaimed via Gift Aid!)  

Thanks Peter, another great issue. 
We are now up to 36 sponsored children - fantastic !!!!!!!!!! 
Richard (Goddard)  
Meeting 12th August 2008 
Tonight our guest was also our speaker namely Laura  Janicki of Top of the 
Lake Rotary Club in Mooresville North Carolina here  is her reply to my earlier 
email 
Peter, Thank you for your email, I am looking forward to your Rotary club meeting.  
At our Rotary club we take turns in making presentations of various subjects, my turn is in 
October and I have chosen to make my presentation on my home town Swindon. I would be 
obliged if you would help me gather information on Swindon for my presentation, so I may 
educate my American Rotarians.  
I would like to purchase some historical pictures or posters, where is the best place to pur-
chase?  
I will also try to bring some pictures of North Carolina.  
I read your very nice news letters and found them to be funny and 
interesting.  
At our Top of the lake Rotary club Mooresville we have a total of 53 
members of which 14 are women members.  
Current Temperature in NC 85 f.  
Regards Laura  

 

Laura is as you see above a former Swindonian and she 
and her husband (another Swindonian) left our shores for 
a new life over the pond and first went to West Virginia and 
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then 3 years ago moved to North Carolina as her husband is in the 
‘Automotive Industry’ (American speak for car industry) having 
worked first here at Rover. Laura changed careers from office 
worker and became a Masseuse (there were so many immedi-
ate volunteers that none of us got a massage)  

The Falls Lake is one of those Rotary Clubs that are slightly 
different to ours inasmuch as they are able to get up early for a 
breakfast meeting and are all young and possibly good looking 
and are able to go to work after Rotary! At their meeting they 
hand around a ’Health and Happiness’ bucket into which 
they all put a couple of dollars and at present that money is being collected to 
fund and exchange students spending money. They also meet socially for 
Pizza etc, and generally have a good time (much like us too)  

The Club was chartered in 2004 and Laura who became a member in April of 
this year, says that they have the vitality and ambition of young people but 
they do lack the depth of experience from older members (just like us again 
then!!!!!!!!!!! If only!!)  

Their club supports passionately a great number of 
projects including the Red Cross—The YMCA—they 
run soup kitchens and have book sales and they 
have raised $50,000. They arranged with a twin club 
in India for a matching grant and provided a refriger-
ated truck to transport Polio Plus Vaccines to the 
children in India (Laura has promised to send me 
the details of how they got the matching grant as I am 
eager to know if it is easier over there than it is here 
and we will be able to compare with our own experi-
ences!)  

Laura has now become an American Citizen and explained how the interview 
process went and her surprise to be called back in the afternoon to take part 
in the ceremony of becoming a citizen of the US complete with pledge of Alle-
giance, National Anthem etc. She mentioned that her husband although 
homesick for a decent curry(?!) has not been home for years and that they 
also miss Cadburys chocolate and Shepherds Pie (maybe that’s a recipe for 
your recipe book P.P. Fred Child , if so send Laura a book when its com-
pleted) After this she exchanged banners with President Bob and for once we 
did not have to explain what a Moonraker was to her as her mum and dad ac-
tually met at the Moonraker’s pub in Stratton! 

As Membership Chair, I add  that Rotarian Laura is an exam-
ple of the type of young people we seek to join our club and 
this was demonstrated when our own young member Host 
Rtn Andy Tapper gave his amusing and accurate vote of 
thanks, with of course his hands in his pockets all the time – 
(but hey, that's his style!), for he pointed out that any speaker 
who gets the number of questions that Laura received, proves 
how she had obtained the interest of all the club members pre-
sent.  

As International Chairman Andy also gave us an update on the goods to 

This is their club picture and I 
don’t think they look younger 

than some of us!  
(I blurred it a bit!) 



3 

Belarus situation for the weekends collection and delivery to West-
bury and who is doing what and where (ish) 

Almoner PP Peter Collis reported that he had sent a card to PP 
Andy Griffiths  on our behalf after the tragic death of Eileen Grey in 
her house fire and he had also sent a card to Andy to pass on to her 
family. The picture of Peter Collis is one of what Peggy calls an up 
your nose shot as he was sat next to me (well it was my turn to sit 
with him!) 

Next week there is NO CLUB MEETING but there is a meeting of the 
Council and a buffet will be served. 

BUT NOTE WELL; 

The following week is ‘Bring a guest Night’ and we have a good speaker in 
Roger Owen who climbs mountains so President Bob urges everyone to use 
their calling card to bring a guest — but do book in for the  num-
bers to be accurate or you may go hungry! 

Then Sergeant at Arms Peter Treasure woke up and started 
to fine everyone in sight (evidently his man flu or slight cold 
which had laid him low last week had turned into a bout of 
acute vindictiveness!) however he did fine two Swindon 
Thamesdown Rotarians for kissing! (name names?—  ok then, 
Barbara and David Dukes —if either ones partner wants a wit-
ness for any court action I didn’t see anything! - but I did hear 
afterwards it was only a cheek brush -  sorta spoils the story 
somewhat but anyway he then fined everyone who had man-
aged to splash their shirt with the runny bolognaise sauce (no Peggy, not me I 
was a good boy!) then the fine we all saw coming once again — Rtn Richard 

Brown for his garish socks! (so I should think too) 

 

IPP Tony Horn gave us our tickets for the Last night of the 
Proms the joint event with the other Rotary Clubs in Swindon 
and if you have not got your tickets yet you’d 
better get onto it quickly (as I understand it will 

be better than last year as someone has lost all the recorders!)  

 

Visiting Rotarian Laura drew the winning raffle ticket that Rtn, 
Barbara had so manfully, sorry woman-fully  sold and “who won this week “ I 
hear you ask ——– Only —— The President himself (last week the Senior Vice 
won, this week the President I have to ask, is this new Rotarian of ours on a 
power trip!  

 

 
Well that’s it from me this week as I gotta get on with my other life so, 

BYEEEEEEEEeeeeeeeee! 
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Thanks to Chris Ockwell I include an updated calend ar until January 2009 
 

ROTARY CALENDAR 2008-9                        xxx=to be confirmed      Rev 4 20/8/2008 
                                                         
DAY   DATE          EVENT          HOST /ORGANISER        SPEAKER          COMMENTS 
                                                         
AUG                                                
26      Tuesday       Bank Hol Tues  + Council Mtg              NA      Council at 7.30 Holiday Inn with snacks 
 
                                                         
SEPT                                               
2        Tuesday       Club Mtg         Pete Treasure                     Stephanie Hathaway         Koala's 
7        Sunday        Last Night at the Proms   BB, TH & DC                     Wyvern 
9        Tuesday       Club Mtg & GUEST NIGHT             Andrew Whiting     Roger Owen Mountain Climbing 
16      Tuesday       Club Mtg      Peter Winton                        Dr Norori                        Rotary Club of Octal 
23      Tuesday       Club Mtg      Mark Amis                         Roger Mugeridge               Lights for Learning 
30      Tuesday       B&F / Council         Dave Dukes                      NA      
                                                         
 
Oct                                                  
                      Surprise Dining through October          Tony Horn     
            
7        Tuesday       Club Mtg+Ladies        Kevin Brown                                  ????????        
11      Sat     Race Night                          Richard G             details to follow 
14      Tuesday       Club Mtg           Richard Brown          Clive Hunt      Green Hut + Presentation with Swin-
don North 
16      Thurs  Past Presidents Dinner    Golds & Slipper      Chiseldon House 
21      Tuesday       Club Mtg                  Fred Child                      ????????      
28      Tuesday       B&F / Council         Barbara Golding                NA     
                                                         
 
Nov                                                 
                      Curry Evening        Bob / Chris               At Mela's Victoria Rd, date to be confirmed 
 
1        Sat            SALOS -                   Chris O                   Thoroughly Modern Mille 
4        Tuesday       Club Mtg                 David Coe                                               ?????         
11      Tuesday       Club Mtg                 Pete Collis                                              ??????       
18      Tuesday       Club Mtg                 Steve Davison                                        ??????      
25      Tuesday       B&F / Council & SGM      NA                                        NA  
                                                         
 
DEC                                                
2        Tuesday       NO MEETING                                
4        Thurs  30th Anniversary of Charter                  Golds & Slipper          Liddington Hotel 
5        Sat     Christmas Mkt - Ypres        Bob B                     
6        Sun    Sleigh Starts                     John Fisher            Static at Asda 
9        Tuesday       Club Mtg                 John Fisher             
16      Tuesday       Club Mtg & Christmas Party       John Flanagan                   Liddington Hotel 
21      Sun    CCLL Kids Party              Richard G                                   tbc 
23      Tuesday       Club Mtg & Ladies (Mince Pie night)   Richard Fry               
30      Tuesday       Holiday Tues          NA                                  NA        
 
                                                         
2009                                                
JAN                                                 
17      Sat     Joint Club event     BB JF & DC             Liddington Hotel  ( Help 4 Heroes & PR event) 
                      Themed Evening                          
                                                         
            


