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MEETING TUESDAY 2nd SEPT  
Tonight was a first in all my years of Rotary, The President was away, the Senior 
Vice President was away and the Junior Vice Preside nt was also away,  so I 
thought it was gonna be like that wartime radio pro-
gramme ITMA — It’s that Man Again — i.e that IPP 
Tony Horn would take the chair, but no, up to the 
breech stepped Hon Sec Richard Goddard  who 
ran the meeting with such discipline that we think 
he is setting himself up to be a President in the fu-
ture! Host tonight was Rtn Peter Treasure leaving 
the Sergeant at Arms spot to ——yours truly (He 
He He!)  
 
Our Speaker Stephanie Hathaway – her subject 
‘The Koalas’ and Stephanie informed us of the work they do with children aged from 
birth to 5 years of age. The children are all in the special needs of some sort variety 
and of course this covers a vast multitude of different needs!  

President Bob Barrett 
2008/09  
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For today many children survive, that in the not so distant past would not have done 
so and this leaves parents in a state of grief for the child they might have had, but at 
the same time they have to learn to cope with the child they actually do have. This in 
turn gives implications to all the family and their family life and in some cases the 
other siblings will actually become the almost forgot-
ten children due to attention being lavished on the dis-
abled one, so families have to be educated and made 
aware etc, (I am really sorry if I am not explaining this is the 
same caring manner that she did but I do find it is such a difficult 
item to report) As the children get older they will go into 
schools that will suit their abilities, some to main-
stream schools with a special needs support, some to 
actual special needs schools and some to mainstream 
schools. Nowadays they will receive the education and training that they can man-
age and here computers are really useful as some may not have full use of the 
hands but can move a joystick or move a mouse a little, etc, etc.  
We were surprised to hear that only around 30% of these children are actually diag-
nosed by professionals nowadays, due in no small part to the lack of hands on 
health visitors today—for in the old days (about 10YEARS AGO!!!) health visitors 
called to see and do checks on babies and toddlers, now the kids get a birthday 
card stating what the kids should be doing at that age! - so much for progress!!    
However some health visitors are very good and do refer the kids but it is usually 
the same ones whilst others don't refer any kids at all. 
The Koala team totals 5 members of staff and they see 12 kids a day and have a 
waiting list but this varies throughout the year when kids start school etc. 
After fielding a raft of questions about her work ,Stephanie was able to sit down and  
hear Host Peter Treasure give a moving vote of thanks, during which he  brought 
to the clubs attention the need for a financial donation to go to the Koalas to support 
their worthwhile tasks. 
Then the stand in Sergeant at Arms (ME!) was 
called to levy fines where I thought it appropriate  
first was (former Sergeant at Arms) Peter Treasure 
for having to ring me to know what the dress code 
was for the evening - then Peter Treasure for not 
knowing where to look this information up  - then 
Peter treasure because he has a video playing on 
his mobile phone of an ample large(ish!!!!) young 
lady lifting her top! Then Peter Treasure because 
he ruined the English summer when he bought 
some outside furniture - then Peter Treasure be-
cause he still is Peter Treasure - then Peter Treas-
ure because he took all the mustard leaving poor little PP Alan Jefferies with none, 
selfish brute! (I started to feel better at this point), so I fined the speaker for being 
nosy  and wanting to know why I was writing down names on my pad during din-
ner — guess what? Peter Treasure paid for her - I loved it!!!!  
But you know me, I like to be fair to all, so I also fined Richard Goddard twice and 
Doug Marshall for his three helpings of mashed potatoes and again because his 
phone rang during dinner. 
 
Almoner PP Peter Collis reported on the funeral of Eileen Grey and that PP Phil 
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Skelton, PP Alan Jefferies, PP John Flanagan, together with Val Woodward and 
Evelyn Walkley and family attended and apologies were received from 4 past club 
presidents and he proposed that the club should send a donation of fifty pounds to Ei-
leen's preferred charity. 
Peter then produced the BIBIC collection bottle that his daughter Caroline Collis had 
placed on her salon reception desk was now full so he presented that to the club for PP 
Phil to send on to them   
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Email in from across the pond 
Hi Peter  
Thank you so much, I am now back in the USA. I really enjoyed my 3 weeks in England I 
could of done with 3 more weeks. Please pass on my thanks to the others, I had a great time 
at the Rotary meeting. I will forward on the info you needed for the matching grant when I 
go to my meeting on Thursday.  
It was great meeting you all.  
Bye for now Laura Janicki 
 
A Cow's Tail  
A man staggered into a hospital with a concussion, multiple bruises, two black eyes, and a five iron wrapped 
tightly around his throat.  
Naturally, the Doctor asked him, 'What happened to YOU?'  
'Well, I was having a quiet round of golf with my wife, when at a difficult hole, we both sliced our golf balls 
into a field of cattle.  
We went to look for them and while I was looking around I noticed one of  the cows had something white at 
its rear end.'  
'I walked over, lifted its tail, and sure enough, there was a golf ball with my wife's monogram on it - stuck 
right in the middle of the cow's bottom 
Still holding the cow's tail up, I yelled to my wife, 'Hey, this looks like yours!''  
'I don't remember much after that'  
 
A handful of 7 year old children were asked 'what they thought of beer.'  

 
7 year old Tim- ' I think beer must be good. My dad says the more Beer he drinks the 
prettier my mom gets.' 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
7 year old Melanie - ' Beer makes my dad sleepy and we get to watch what we want on 
television when he is asleep so beer is nice.' 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
7 year old Grady - 'My Mom and Dad both like beer. My Mom gets funny When she 
drinks it and takes her top off at parties but Dad doesn't Think this is very funny.' 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
7 year old Toby - ' My Mom and Dad talk funny when they drink beer And the more 
they drink the more they give kisses to each other which Is a good thing.' 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
7 year old Sarah - 'My Dad gets funny on beer. He is funny. He also wets his pants 
sometimes so he shouldn't have too much. 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
7 year old Lilly - ' My Dad loves beer. The more he drinks the Better he dances. One 
time he danced right into the pool.' 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
7 year old Ethan - ' I don't like beer very much. Every time Dad Drinks he burns the 
sausages on the barbeque and they taste disgusting.' 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
7 year old Shirley - ' I give Dad's beer to the Dog and he goes to sleep.' 
---------------------------------------------------------------  

 
A man who just died is delivered to a local mortuar y wearing an expensive, 
expertly tailored black suit.  
 
The female blonde mortician asks the deceased's wif e how she would like the 
body dressed. She points out that the man does look  good in the black suit 
he is already wearing. 
 
The widow, however, says that she always thought he r husband looked his 
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best in blue, and that she wants him in a blue suit . She gives the Blonde mor-
tician a blank check and s says, 'I don't care what  it costs, but please have 
my husband in a blue sui t for the viewing.' 
The woman returns the next day for the wake. To her  delight, she finds her 
husband dressed in a gorgeous blue suit with a subt le chalk stripe; the suit 
fits him perfectly . 
 
She says to the mortician, 'Whatever this cost, I'm  very satisfied. You did an 
excellent job and I' m very grateful. How much did you spend?' To her aston-
ishment, the blonde mortician presents her with the  blank check. 
'There's no charge,' she says. 
'No, really, I must compensate you for the cost of that exquisite blue suit!' 
she says. 
 

'Honestly, ma'am,' the blonde says, 'it cost nothin g. You see, a deceased gentleman of about 
your husband's size was brought in shortly after yo u left yesterday, and he was wearing an 
attractive blue suit.  
I asked his wife if she minded him going to his gra ve wearing a black suit instead, and she 
said it made no difference as long as he looked nic e.' 
 
'So I just switched the heads.' 
 
(BET YOU DIDN'T SEE THAT COMIN!!!) Thanks Jan Collis for that one!  
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