The Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown

‘The Moonraker’
District 1100 England “keeping memberstowuch!”

Editor; Past President
Peter Goldsworthy P.H.F.

President Bob Barrett
2008/09

By email to all members of Swindon Thamesdown Ro@lub, Foothill Highlands Rotary Club, Tappahann&otary
Clubs and by Snail-mail to Hon, Members of Swinddvamesdown andow available on our website at;
http://www.rotaryclubofswindonthamesdown.org.uk/
The comments expressed in this newsletter, if rextited to someone else, are the thoughts & opsnidrthe Editor and therefore may
not be the opinions of all the members of the Ro@inp of Swindon Thamesdown.

MEETING TUESDAY 9th September Wow!

Wot a great guest night! Wot a great speaker! Wotn  ice guests!

and even most of the Rotarians were almost on best behaviour!

All that remains to be seen is if we convert some of our guests into becoming members of
the Club! | really hope we do for | went around after the main meeting and think | spoke to
most, if not all of our guests, this was when | asked for both their impressions of the club and
what their perceptions of Rotary were before they came along.

| am saddened to say that their answer to the latter is one that | think most folk have before
coming along, however the upside for me was their new opinion, in that they had really en-
joyed their evening, the banter of the club, that the evening had changed their preconceived
ideas, for they thought it would be very formal and maybe boring and they had certainly not
thought it would be as informal and enjoyable as it was.

Thank you to all these 10 Rotarians who brought guests, Rtn, David Coe brought Nigel
Causton - Rtn, Barbara Golding brought us Pauline McCarthy from The Swindon Adver-
tiser - P.P. Peter Goldsworthy brought Dave Herbert and Steven Goldsworthy - Rtn, Pe-
ter Treasure brought Brian Golding - P.P. Andrew Whiting  brought Gloria Chambers -
President of Swindon Old Town Rotary Club, Charlott e Mannion brought us Gayle Pow-
ell - President Bob Barrett brought Colin Cotteral & Roy Brooking - Rtn, Peter John-

son - brought us Maurice Davey - Rtn, Mark Amis brought us Oliver Donachie -  |.P.P
Tony Horn brought us Jeff Thickens.

Hon Member P.P. Peter Woodward was here to oversee the Double Century Club draws
(yes, there were two this month due to admin holiday type difficulties last month)

Host Rtn, Doug Marshall made us use our imaginations to think of those less fortunate than
ourselves around the world and later found he had a lot in common with our speaker as they
are both ex Royal Marine Commandos —therefore both became my real childhood heroes!
Host Doug then gave a faultless rendition of the Object of Rotary but of course added his
own flair to the start i.e. The Object of Rotary — IS THE FOLLOWING - (and he never got
fined by the Sergeant at Arms for it either, this proves Treasure drifts off to sleep now and
then | s’pose!



Our speaker Roger Owen has been to us before and before he started his talk he
explained how the £1,000 we donated to St James Place foundation charity fund
was matched by them £ for £, then this was instrumental in raising — wait for it —
£250,000 from the climbing of Mont Blanc and this money went to local hospices
and children's charities!

Roger then went on to give an inspirational talk on climbing mountains (this now en-
sures | will never do it!) evidently most mountain climbing now is of a commercial
nature and has a mountain team leader and in this instance was Tim who keeps the
Elm Lodge in Keswick (advert!) and Tim is such a good leader he is adored by the
Sherpas and they will do anything for him including shooing others out to make way
for his groups.

The huge peak you see in the picture is Ama Dablam and the first expedition to
climb it was carried out by Peter Hillary (Edmond’s son) and has still only received
around 500 climbers of which Roger was one of the first 500+. Roger’s descriptions
and pictures made us feel we were there with him and the pictures of the narrow
ridge with sheer drops either side and only an old-ish rope to hang onto were very
thought provoking!!

He told us why there are a number of camps on the way up and the surprising fact
that they go up to one and back down, then up again and back down, then up to the
next and back down etc—the reason is to get acclimatised (should that be “a-climb-
a-tised”) to the lack of oxygen for it is impossible to go straight up without doing so,
for fear of blood clots / strokes etc, caused by the lack of Oxygen. (Peggy & | went
to Machu Pichu this year and | have only just realised why the tour took us up to
Cusco at a higher level that Machu Pichu to get us acclimatised to the lack of it
too—we like the mountaineers also took Diamoxin which increases the oxygen in
the blood stream- | still got out of breath but Peggy didn’t! - As Roger said, no one
knows beforehand just who is going to be affected by the thin air at altitude)

The secret of success is to climb high but sleep lo w! Hence the ups & downs of
Mountaineering

On the trek up, there are rope-style bridges which are nowadays made of metal
(and are wider than the ones in the Amazon rain forest tree tops | can tell you) and it
is necessary to look at least a hundred yards ahead of the bridge end on the other
side as you don’t want to meet some charging Yanks coming towards you half way
across! (no! Not sorry that's YAK’s not YANKS!)

Roger showed us pictures of the tents they use which are often perched on the
slope of a rocky mountainside imagine those rocks under your sleeping bag. We
also saw the base camp which has a cooking tent and a mess tent to eat in and a



sherpa—ess who does the cooking and as she is taller and better looking than most if
you lose a sherpa he will be in the mess tent with her. | don’t think | want to go into their
toilet arrangements when you are in so many layers of clothing inside a sleeping bag
and sharing a tent with someone else, especially as it is essential to drink 4 to 6 litres
of fluid a day and to eat constantly as fuel for your body exertions.

The final ascent has a time limit on it to enable climbers to get down safely in sufficient
daylight to see the way in these treacherous conditions, for most climbers who lose
their lives on mountains are actually on their way down again and of course are very
tired, it is also more difficult to go down than up as you are more aware of what is below
you.

Another surprise too was that after climbing up razor like ridges the summit is like a
football pitch and because they were having such a

good time ‘bimbling’ (a Royal Marine word) about on

the top plateau that the time leapt away from them

and after 40 minutes they were being radioed to get

moving downwards again or they could become a

cropper in the twilight (when they

did reach their camp it went totally

dark within 10 minutes The Guest

so it was a close call ~ (Cont, overleaf) evening
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OOOOH!! Tl fine
aptions on a post card please, but don't let you for that!
acqui Horn see this !!!!

Tony Horn




really, the temperatures went down to minus 20 degrees.

On their return to base camp Roger and his tent mate decided they would never
ever, ever, ever do anything that high again, as it was the biggest battering they had
ever endured! So he gave away his helmet, jacket and his crampon things etc.

A month later he thought — — — well maybe it wasn’t so bad! - so Roger is now
planning to do a higher one!

Host Rtn, Doug Marshall then gave a great vote of thanks on behalf of all of us to
his fellow ex marine commando and didn’t ‘bimble’ about at all!

The Double Century draws ( Woody’s balls) produced winners of P.P. John
Flanagan and President BOB—huh, wot happed to my turn as | have been in the
draw for 27 years & never won once —Bob has only been in the club about 4
years!

Next weeks host is P.P. Peter Winton

Surprise Dining (in from IPP Tony Horn)

Thank you to everyone who agreed to take part in Surprise Dining and especially to
everyone who was prepared to be host. Not everyone who was prepared to be host
has been successful this time, but the groupings have been drawn independently
and are shown below. The format is now that the host agrees a mutually acceptable
date with their party as soon as practically possible but ideally before the end of Oc-
tober. As there are 27 couples taking part there is one Cheese slot for the host to
invite who they like.

Just a gentle reminder concerning the format of the evening.

The host provides the venue and the main course.

Visitors should prepare their course and take it to the host, together with sufficient
() champagne (!) and/or wine/drink to complement their dish. (Golds added the
bold items!)

Groupings
Peter & Virginia Winton (Starter) Kevin Brown & Anita (Starter)
Chris & Sue Ockwell (Hosts) Doug & Jackie Marshall (Hosts)
Steve & Sue Davison (Dessert) Andy & Karolyn Tapper (Dessert)
Andrew & Chris Whiting (Cheese) Mark & Linda Amis (Cheese)
Richard & Jane Fry (Starter) Phil & Maureen Skelton (Starter)
Mike & Cilla Slipper (Hosts) Peter & Peggy Goldsworthy (Hosts)
Alan & Gill Jefferies (Dessert) Bob & Glen Barrett (Dessert)
Barbara & Alan Goulding (Cheese) John & Vicki Flanagan (Cheese)
John & Dianne Fisher (Starter) Richard & Sally Goddard (Starter)
Peter Newson & Jenny (Hosts) Fred & Rita Child (Hosts)
David & Wendy Dukes (Dessert) David & Mandie Coe (Dessert)
Chris Moore & Lin (Cheese) Whoever Fred/Rita would like to

invite.



Les & Margaret Parsons (Starter)
Tony & Jacqui Horn (Hosts)

Peter Treasure & Rose (Dessert)
Peter & Valerie Woodward (Cheese)

Hopefully we will be looking to arrange a further two rounds during the year.
Tony H, who now adds;- A story for our newest member:

A man was sitting beneath a tree, thinking about how good his wife had been to
him and how fortunate he was to be married to her. He asked God, “Why did you
make her so kind- hearted Lord?” The Almighty responded, “So you could love her,
my son.” The man nodded. “Why did you make her so good-looking, Lord?” “So
you could love her, my son”, replied God. “Why did you make her such a good
cook, Lord?” he persisted. “So you could love her, my son” came the answer. The
man thought about it. Then he said, “| don’t mean to be ungrateful or anything
Lord, but why did you have to make her so stupid?” God sighed. “So she could
love you, my son”

Belarus goods update

Last week, Pete Newson and | delivered to Westbury a further 'load' consisting of
10 bicycles and a kiddie tricycle together with about 15 large boxes full of clothing
and miscellaneous items for the Belarussian children and families. Many thanks to
Pete Newson for organising the transport.

The container is just about full and is now ready to be transported. These items are
greatly appreciated by the families in Belarus especially the clothing as they are
very rarely able to afford and purchase new clothes and rely substantially on hu-
manitarian aid for clothes, blankets etc. They make a lot of their own clothing and
will alter any item to fit, so any size will suffice; large or small. Speaking with
Adrian, the co-ordinator, he tells me that the winters in Belarus recently have been
a lot warmer, only getting down to -20 !!

If you have any more clothing, blankets etc. that is in good condition, then put them
aside ready for the next container, details to follow. Please do not send old tatty
items. Richard Goddard

International trip

Glen and | are in the process of planning a trip to leper on the dates above to visit
the Christmas Market in the town square, meet up with the leper Rotary Club, at-
tend the last post ceremony and consume huge amounts of chocolate and sample
the local beer.

To assist in the planning we would appreciate it if any members who are interested
in the trip to let us know.

This will to enable us to plan the event and obtain costs for transport and hotels etc
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From President Bob tonight Wednesday 10th Sept!
The following message was received on our websitggliieing about next years Walkley Mid-
night Walk!

The STD code is from the Mendip area.

name] Holly

[telephone] Q1761 ******x

[email] h **********@nos.org.uk

[subject] June 13th - Midnight Walk - Wiltshire

[message]

| was hoping you would be able to provide me witbrendetails regarding the above walk.
Are the donations/sponsorship from participantgtics walk benefiting a particular charity or
is that the choice of each individual walker? Itulebbe great to find out any additional infor-
mation that you have.

Many Thanks
The above is brilliant new and proves our websitesiworking for us really well! However

as this is going on our website | have removed tleontact details for her safety but we
will be in touch with her in the very near future. Golds!



This in from Gin McGiffin—Its so nice to be appreci ated!



And from the kids themselves!

Be VERY proud Swindon Thamesdown, ‘cos you really have followed this
years Rotary theme and helped make dreams become



| think the teachers among you will appreciate this L

The following extracts were taken from last year's GCSE examination in Swin-
don, Wiltshire. (are they really from Swindon??- Golds!)

These are genuine answers (from 16 year olds)

Q. Name the four seasons
A. Salt, pepper, mustard and vinegar

Q. Explain one of the processes by which waterxmamade safe to drink
A. Flirtation makes water safe to drink becausemoves large pollutants like grit, sand,
dead sheep and canoeists

Q. How is dew formed
A. The sun shines down on the leaves and makes fieespire

Q. What causes the tides in the oceans

A. The tides are a fight between the earth andrtben. All water tends to flow towards the
moon, because there is no water on the moon, anderebhors a vacuum. | forget where the
sun joins the fight

Q. What guarantees may a mortgage company insist on
A. If you are buying a house they will insist tlyau are well endowed

Q. In a democratic society, how important are aast
A. Very important. Sex can only happen when a mgats an election

Q. What are steroids
A. Things for keeping carpets still on the stairs

Q. What happens to your body as you age
A. When you get old, so do your bowels and youmgfetrcontinental

Q. What happens to a boy when he reaches puberty
A. He says goodbye to his boyhood and looks forwaittis adultery

Q. Name a major disease associated with cigarettes
A. Premature death

Q. What is artificial insemination
A. When the farmer does it to the bull insteadhef tow

Q. How can you delay milk turning sour
A. Keep it in the cow

Q. How are the main parts of the body categorisgdt{e abdomen )

A. The body is consisted into 3 parts - the bramithe borax and the abdominal cavity. The
brainium contains the brain, the borax containshiéeart and lungs and the abdominal cavity
contains the five bowels: A,E,I,O and U

Q. What is the fibula
A. A small lie



Q. What does 'varicose' mean
A. Nearby

Q. What is the most common form of birth control
A. Most people prevent contraception by wearing@dominium

Q. Give the meaning of the term 'Caesarean section’
A. The caesarean section is a district in Rome

Q. What is a seizure
A. A Roman Emperor

Q. What is a terminal illness
A. When you are sick at the airport

Q. Give an example of a fungus. What is a charstiefeature
A. Mushrooms. They always grow in damp places aeg took like umbrellas

Q. Use he word 'judicious'’ in a sentence to showwmlerstand its meaning
A. Hands that judicious can be soft as your face

Q. What does the word 'benign’' mean
A. Benign is what you will be after you be eight

Q. What is a turbine
A. Something an Arab or Sheik wears on his head
Thanks Cilla Slipper for the above howlers!

An older, white haired man walked into a jewellery store one
Friday evening with a beautiful young gal at his side.

He told the jeweller he was looking for a special ring for his girlfriend. The jeweller
looked through his stock and brought out a $5,000 ring. The old man said, 'No, I'd like
to see something more special.’
At that statement, the jeweller went to his special stock and brought another ring over.
'Here's a stunning ring at only $40,000' the jeweller said.
The young lady's eyes sparkled and her whole body trembled with excitement. The old
man seeing this said, 'We'll take it." he jeweller asked how payment would be made and
the old man stated, 'by cheque. | know you need to make sure my cheque is good, so
I'll write it now and you can call the bank Monday to verify the funds and I'll pick the ring
up Monday afternoon,’ he said.
Monday morning, the jeweller phoned the old man. 'There's no money in that account.’
'l know,' said the old man, 'But let me tell you about my weekend!

All Seniors Aren't Senile
Thanks Lilian in Oz for this one.
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