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Partners Invited Evening 23 September 2008 
 
President Bob introduced Host Rtn, Mark Amis making his debut in this position, but from 
his polished performance and thoughtful grace no one would have guessed this was his first 
time as host. 
A very pleasant English meal of Soup followed by Roast Beef, Yorkshire Pudding and veg 
 
Then a short break before our speakers from the Rotary Club of Cricklade and District were 
introduced  and here I pass over to host Mark who has completed a report for you and for 
which I am VERY VERY grateful thank you Mark—you have made my week ! 
 
Good morning Peter,  
As promised, I send a few details noted during last night’s talk on  
Lights for Learning given by Roger Mugridge and assisted by Mike Noble.   
The charity was founded by Roger 4 years ago when serious illness ended a successful ca-
reer as an electrical engineer and put a stop to his motorcycle Trial Riding activities which 
had also resulted in success.  
When most of us would sit back and dwell on our own misfortune, Roger conceived, de-
signed and manufactured a system of solar powered low voltage LED lights to replace the 
outdated, inefficient and dangerous kerosene lamps responsible for thousands of deaths 
from fire and smoke inhalation.  
This innovative program has already brought light to many of the poorest children in Africa 
and the Philippines as well as enabling many adults to attend evening classes in agriculture 
and AIDS awareness.  
Training classes have been set up to teach local people to install the lights.  
Particularly noteworthy is the way that Roger and his helpers have mastered the many logis-
tical problems and red tape such as import restrictions and negotiations with Chinese manu-
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Unless we receive a volunteer to fill in for me 
whilst I am in Italy there will be No Moonraker for 
two weeks after this one– I can send a template 
by email so all the volunteer has to do is take 
notes and photos at the meeting to keep everyone 
informed of what is going on– SO over to you!!! 
Golds! (I need to know VERY soon!) 
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facturers as well as liaising with individuals from every walk of life. HRH Princess 
Anne heads the list which includes politicians, government officials, local village lead-
ers, even mafia members have to be consulted to achieve the goal of giving light to 
those in poverty.  
The difference to peoples lives is incalculable and the charity is gaining momentum 
with requests coming in from all over the world, even Afghanistan (Golds, as host I 
took the liberty of volunteering you for this trip… you get a free t-shirt!- shame it looks 
like a target from a distance) —– Gee thanks Mark, but I reckon Peggy is much more 
deserving of a trip there! Golds! 
It’s another wonderful example of Rotary in action  
Further details: www.lightsforlearning.org  
And don’t forget the curry night at the Bombay Bra something Oct 13th  
Kind regards, Mark 
 
I also made a few notes which I add to Marks for a greater understanding of the need 
worldwide; 
In country's still using the old lamps 95% of children under 5 die from the use of the 
old Kerosene lamps. 
They can only install the panels on the corrugated iron roofs between 6 and 8am as 
the sun makes to roof so hot they get burnt if they are up there any longer. 
The 12 volt LED’s can be held in the hand as they are cold and do not get hot enough 
to burn. 
They take 28K of cable with them that is 17.5  miles they take their ladies with them to 
go into girls dormitories ahead of them when fixing the lights   
A 30ft x 20ft classroom only needs 12 lamps as they are so bright and one solar panel 
can run 2 classrooms. 
All the kit is made/assembled in England  
Governments are now so grateful that they waive customs and import duty  A school 
in Harrogate has raised over £17,000 for them and this will pay to do the three schools 
they are fitting next 
In the last TWO weeks FIVE countries have contacted them asking for installations 
Roger  also said that they had given sets of lights to some Lions in Africa -Now hav-
ing been on Safari in Africa and having a tent next to Dick and Sam we are all well 
aware that the Lions in Africa that settled down for dinner outside their tent don’t actu-
ally need lights at night!- but my word they are noisy eaters! 
 
Host Mark gave a brilliant summing up where he stated that he is amazed at the good 
Rotary does—what a great example this is—the inventiveness—how they deal with 
political red tape and even how they use the polystyrene chip packing to go into the 
open loo’s so that it floats on the top and stops mosquitoes breeding there 
 
Further inspiration this time from ‘Down Under’ 
As many of you already know I do receive Rotary Club News from many of the places 
I have visited and so before we start our news, I have to share with you all a feature 
within The Rotary Club of Bendigo in Australia Newsletter this from their speaker ��
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What an inspiration and �
���	�������	����
��	����������������	������ is a wonderful sentiment to live 
by, - (remember too, Bendigo is the Rotary club that inspired P.P. Fred Child’s Recipe chal-
lenge to all of you—and on that subject I would like an update for the Moonraker please)  
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The pictures of   
Partners Night  

I insert several pictures of our Sergeant at Arms in the hope he 
might leave me alone for a while!! Poor Golds! 
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Just a smile or two to make your day and I reckon you will find at LEAST one of 
your Mums sayings here! 
 

25 REASONS I OWE MY MOTHER FOR MY EDUCATION  
1. My mother taught me TO APPRECIATE A JOB WELL DONE .  
'If you're going to kill each other, do it outside. I just finished cleaning.'  
2. My mother taught me RELIGION.  
'You better pray that will come out of the carpet.'  
3. My mother taught me about TIME TRAVEL .  
'If you don't straighten up, I'm going to knock you into the middle of next week!'  
4. My mother taught me LOGIC.  
' Because I said so, that's why.'  
5. My mother taught me MORE LOGIC.  
'If you fall out of that swing and break your neck, you're not going to the store with me.'  
6. My mother taught me FORESIGHT.  
'Make sure you wear clean underwear, in case you're in an accident.'  
7. My mother taught me IRONY  
'Keep crying, and I'll give you something to cry about.'  
8. My mother taught me about the science of OSMOSIS.  
'Shut your mouth and eat your supper.'  
9. My mother taught me about CONTORTIONISM.  
'Will you look at that dirt on the back of your neck!'  
10. My mother taught me about STAMINA.  
'You'll sit there until all that spinach is gone.'  
11. My mother taught me about WEATHER.  
'This room of yours looks as if a tornado went through it.'  
12. My mother taught me about HYPOCRISY.  
'If I told you once, I've told you a million times. Don't exaggerate!'  
13. My mother taught me the CIRCLE OF LIFE.  
'I brought you into this world, and I can take you out.'  
14. My mother taught me about BEHAVIOUR MODIFICATION.  
'Stop acting like your father!'  
15. My mother taught me about ENVY.  
'There are millions of less fortunate children in this world who don't have wonderful parents like you 
do.'  
16. My mother taught me about ANTICIPATION. 'Just wait until we get home.'  
17. My mother taught me about RECEIVING .  'You are going to get it when you get home!'  
18. My mother taught me MEDICAL SCIENCE.  
'If you don't stop crossing your eyes, they are going to freeze that way.'  
19. My mother taught me ESP. 'Put your sweater on; don't you think I know when you are cold?'  
20. My mother taught me HUMOUR.  
'When that lawn mower cuts off your toes, don't come running to me.'  
21. My mother taught me HOW TO BECOME AN ADULT .  
'If you don't eat your vegetables, you'll never grow up.'  
22. My mother taught me GENETICS.  'You're just like your father.'  
23. My mother taught me about my ROOTS.  
'Shut that door behind you. Do you think you were born in a barn?'  
24. My mother taught me WISDOM. 'When you get to be my age, you'll understand.'  
25. And my favourite: My mother taught me about JUSTICE  
'One day you'll have kids, and I hope they turn out just like you. 
Thank you Andrew Whiting for this (and your Mum!) 
 


