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As many of you know | have been to Italy to enjoy the wedding of PP Peter Collis's daughter Caro-
line and so the main contributor for this edition of the Moonraker is therefore our erstwhile Secretary
Richard Goddard to whom I, as well as the club, owe a debt of gratitude and | am delighted that he
followed the normal politically incorrect format as laid down by every editor of our newsletter in the
past!

Thanks Richard, you dun goooood!

The Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown
Tuesday 7™ October meeting.
All photography and journalism by stand-in photographer Rtn Richard Goddard

An evening of true Rotary fellowship and yet another mile-
stone in Swindon Thamesdown’s journey along the road to
increased membership as President Bob inducted Nigel
Causton into the Club. Nigel stood, along with Sponsor Rtn
David Coe, listening intently to President Bob’s induction
speech, it was noted that President Bob actually managed
to successfully pin on the Rotary badge this time.

Welcome to the Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown Ro-
tarian Nigel, we hope you and Julie will enjoy many years
of Rotary fellowship.

Rtn Barbara Goulding was extremely pleased that Nigel had joined as this would be Barbara’s last
evening as ‘raffle monkey’ and to celebrate this, guess who won the last winning ticket that Barbara

Barbara had an eventful evening as she was our speaker, talking about her life and job, and what an
interesting and informative talk it was.

Barbara opened her talk by stating that she worked as a Beauty Therapist and that tonight there
would be a very special prize for the winner of a raffle that she had organised. The winner was none



other than Sergeant-at -Arms Peter Treasure and the prize
was a FULL CHEST AND BODY WAX !l AGHHHHHHH. Bar-
bara had kindly organised a sound proof room for this pur-
pose. Rtn Peter Treasure uttered some good old Anglo-Saxon
expletives that seemed to convey that he was not too pleased
with this prize!!!

When Club members had picked themselves up off the floor
laughing and wiped the tears from their eyes, Barbara continued her talk.

Barbara’s Mother and Father were both from Poland and during the war her Father was
captured and put into a German POW camp from where he
escaped into Hungary. After the war the family came to Eng-
land and lived in a couple of camps especially converted from
WW?2 army accommodation into camps for Polish displaced
persons, these were both in Gloucestershire; Springhill
Lodges Camp and Daglingworth Camp. She was born in Mor-
ton In Marsh and did not move to Swindon until she was 7
years old. Barbara recalls that the camps were very pleasant
places as the Polish community bonded very well and carried
on their own traditions and culture. Their accommodation was
one room with a shared communal bathroom !!

Barbara only spoke Polish until the age of seven when they
moved to Swindon. She attended St. Josephs School in Swin- ||
don and had to rapidly learn to speak English. She studied |
and obtained an ONC in Business Studies at Swindon College
and following this acquired a job at Townsend Solicitors where
she met Alan, they have now been married for 35 years and
have two sons who both live in London.

Barbara said that when her sons were young her first priority was as a Mother and Wife but
as her sons grew up she looked around for something to occupy herself and spent 3 years
training as a Beauty Therapist. That was 20 years ago and now Barbara is busy working
from home with a Treatment Room at her house where she also does aromatherapy and
reflexology.

Barbara went on to say that she had spent quite a few years with the Red Cross as a volun-
teer. During this time she has walked 100km along the Great Wall of China raising £3000
for The Childrens Society, has trekked along the Inca Trail in Peru, climbed mount Kiliman-
jaro and walked the 26 mile ‘moon walk’ in London wearing an exposed bra with fur on it
rather like Dougal the dog from the Magic Roundabout. (hope you wore other clothes Bar-
bara !) She is now planning to go on a high altitude trek in the Himalayas.

What can we say Barbara, well done; you have packed so much into so few years !! (well |
do need a lift home from time to time )

Barbara was asked a number of questions among which was this one from Peter Treasure:
“ Barbara can you still speak Polish” to which came the instant reply from Barbara:
"Tak prosze Pana, ja rozmawiam po Polsku"

That really shut Mr Treasure up ! (Golds! Then maybe she could do it more often PLEASE!)

President Bob announced that he had been contacted by Westlea School as they hoped to
take a number of their disabled children on an activity weekend to Exmore; they were unfor-
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tunately short of funds by £80. President Bob proposed that the Club make up the shortfall, this
was seconded by Rtn John Fisher and duly passed by the Club.

Treasurer Steve announced that the special electronic desk had now been set up at the school
for Ben, who for the newer club members is a boy who has extremely limited movement. This
has now helped Ben to fully integrate within the classroom environment. Well done Swindon
Thamesdown on Making another Dream Real.

Under Any Other Business Past President Fred stood up and produced
a long wooden stick with a grove in its end. PP Fred said that as he (and
other short ‘arses’ within the club) found it difficult to erect the banners
without standing upon a chair, he was donating this piece of specialist
equipment for the sole purpose of assisting banner hanging. Rtn John
Flanagan as Club Safety Officer wished to make it clear to the Club that
under Health and Safety regulations any stick of such length which
would be used for such purposes would need a full safety audit and risk
assessment prepared prior to its use. Secretary Richard Goddard, who
at this point was making notes, asked Rtn John whether there was 1 or 2
L's in bollocks.

President Bob announced that there would be 53 people attending the

curry evening so there would be at least £265 raised for Polio Plus already with more to come
from The Raffle. (subsequently speaking with President Bob, he informs me that over £530 was
raised on the evening, well done everyone, we have fulfilled our pledge to RI already this year,
a great effort )

Sergeant-at Arms Peter Treasure had ‘man flue’, he therefore did not take notes for fines. He
was subsequently fined by Secretary Richard who did take notes for fines.

looked at by a vet or possibly put down or on second thoughts as he is a Treasure maybe just
buried!)

Captions to photos:

01 President Bobwith new membeRtn Nigel Causton.

02 Rtn Peter Treasurehiding behind a napkin when he found that he wasatimner of the chest and body wax.
03 Rtn Barbara Goulding not demonstrating how she dressed for the Moon Walk

04 Past President Fredwith his piece of specialist equipment

05 Rtn Peter Johnsonthe only Rotarian who did not know it was now O@bohnd he was therefore not correctly
dressed ! He was duly fined by Secretary Richard

06 Rtn John Fisher, captions please on a post card.

07 Rtn Peter Treasurewhen he realised that henchm&tn Fred and Rtn Stevewere not going to drag him off
for a wax by Rtn Barbara.

08 Salad ordered bytn Richard Brown and not eaten, he was subsequently fined by

Secretary Richard. (he told the Secretary that he had eaten the ch&kseproof is

there to see)




At Caroline and Gianlucas wedding in Italy P.P. Kevin Brown, Anita, Peggy and I  had
the good fortune to sit on a table with a Jewish Guy (or Goy, if you prefer yiddish) a Hindu,
married to a Moslem and a number of both lapsed and practising Christians — what a fun
table it was! - The humour, banter, stories etc, proves once again that all folks are much the
same especially when after recounting stories of times | had stayed with Jewish people in
their homes as well as those that | meet in my career, the Muslim Guy said to me, “Hey you
better leave the Jew alone now and pick on the Muslims!” Gosh what a great time, making
friends out of strangers, | also have to add that we met three people at the wedding who
were very interested in what Rotary does and achieves and | was delighted to be able to
spread the word!

President’s letter to each of the guests at the
Mela Indian Restaurant
Polio Plus Fund Raising Event

Dear Rotarians and Guests,

Thank you for attending this event organised teegdiinds for the Polio Plus project. Your attendatiis eve-
ning will help to eradicate Polio in the world. TRetary Club of Swindon Thamesdown has pledgediter
£500 each year for the next three years for thieaBd Melinda Gates Foundation Challenge.

In 1985 Rotary International started a campaigimimunise the children of the world against poliot&y is a
spearheading partner in the Global Polio Eradicditiitiative (the largest public health initiatitiee world has
ever known) that has spanned 200 counties, utiR€eahillion volunteers, immunised over 2 billionilcinen,
probably spared 5 million from disability and aeettmore than a million deaths. Rotarians in palé@fcoun-
tries actively partner with Rotarians in polio emde and high risk countries to help provide vacsirtbe es-
sential social mobilisation and surveillance.

In December 2007, the Bill and Melinda Gates Fotindaawarded the Rotary Foundation a challengeagift
US$100 Million. Rotary Districts are challengedr&ise an equivalent amount over the three yedbetem-
ber 2010. In effect this is a District contributiequivalent to $1,000 per Rotary Club in each efttiree years

We hope you enjoy the evening and we would likthémk you for attending and supporting the RotdbC
of Swindon Thamesdown and the Polio Plus charitg.Wéuld also like to thank Ray and his team from th
Mela Restaurant for helping to organise this eviemttheir wonderful food and hospitality.

If you wish to know more about the Rotary Club @fisdon Thamesdown and the charitable works the idub
involved in please visit the club’s website for manformation

Bob & Glen
It is really nice to see a picture of President Bob and Glen in the Swindon Advertiser today
(Friday) as usual the Adver called us the Rotary Club of Swindon not once but twice!
Then to (probably try to cover their options) they put our proper website in at the end which
clearly says

rotaryclubofswindonthamesadown—
yuh jest cant win canyuh!



On the right you see a picture |
took in New York this year of the
Sally Army ‘collection machine’
which means on a static site they
don’t have to hold a bucket that
gets heavier and heavier.

| have emailed to 2 different Sally
Army addresses over there and
had no response whatsoever, so
do we know anyone who can
make a couple of these up to aid
our collections with the float this
year - It aint long till we start col-
lecting now chaps!!

So over to you as these would
make life much more pleasant.
Ours should be blue and the
card holder above could state
who we are collecting for with
Swindon Thamesdown Rotary
and our Rotary Roundel very prominent!

Now in our Rotary Clubs quest for lady mem-
bers | felt the need to insert theses to level the
playing field somewhat!!

One day my housework-challenged husband de-
cided to wash his sweat-shirt, seconds after he
stepped into the laundry room, he shouted to me,
'What setting do | use on the washing machine?'

‘It depends,’ | replied. 'What does it say on your
shirt?'

He yelled back, ' University of Oklahoma.' And they
say blondes are dumb...

A couple is lying in bed. The man says, 'l am going
to make you the happiest woman in the world.'

The woman repli es, 'I'll miss you...'

It's just too hot to wear clothes today,' Jack say s as he stepped out of the shower,
‘honey, what do you think the neighbours would thin k if I mowed the lawn like this?'

'Probably that | married you for your money,' sher  eplied.



Dear Lord, | pray for Wisdom to understand my man; Love to forgive him; And Pa-
tience for his moods.

Because, Lord, if | pray for Strength, I'll beat hi m to death. AMEN

Q: Why do little boys whine?

A: They are practicing to be men.

Q: What does it mean when a man is in your bed gasp  ing for breath and calling your
name?

A: You did not hold the pillow down long enough.

Q: How do you keep your husband from reading your e -mail?

A: Rename the mail folder 'Instruction Manual.'

Now one for the boys!
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