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Meeting 14th October 2008  
 
This was the meeting when were visited (or should that be ‘invaded’) by 
Rotary Club of Swindon North Members, President Dav id Collett  and 
his team of henchmen Rotarians Peter Hinton, Bruce Young, David 
Peaple, Tony Wise, John Goodearle, Alan Fletcher, T erry Williams, 
Alistair Stevenson  and last and definitely least  they even took respon-
sibility for letting in Past District Governor – Past President and Past it  
Rotarian Peter Hayman  too (those are President David’s words  as I 
think Hayman is a lovely fellah as he gets on so well with our dear Ser-
geant at Arms (More later!) 
Also joining us and always a pleasure to be with was our own Assistant 
District Governor Alan Cross  together with President Gary Warner  and 
S.V.P. Andrew Lloyd of South Cotswolds Rotary Club  who were  using 
their visit to glean information from the best Club in District that do have a 
Santa Float as they are in the midst of starting a float off – so of course 
Swindon Thamesdown R.C. shared their vast knowledge in the shape of 
our own J.V.P. John Fisher, P.P. Peter Collis  and others (now I for one 
know, that they will have gone back to their club really bewildered!!!) 
Other guests were Hannif Robani who owns and runs the Bombay 
Lounge  in West Swindon nextdoor to Caroline Collis’s salon and Dave 
Watts who owns and runs Gastec  a company that specialises in gas in-
stallations and maintenance, both of whom were brought along by P.P. Pe-
ter Collis  and whose company P.P. Kevin Brown  and I had so enjoyed in 
Italy at the Collis’s Italian Job! (Caroline’s wedding to Gianluca) 
 

 Unfortunately the hotel had a better offer for 
our usual room so we had to eat in the Res-
taurant and once again the numbers didn’t 
quite match the bums on seats and two of our 
lads had to sit on their own little table (but they 
said they had a better time than the rest of us 
of course!) judging from the noise at the tables 
and the empty plates most folk enjoyed the 
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Chicken Pie but many could not finish the apple crumble that 
followed (I was a good boy Peg and left some too - well the 
apple ‘cos I just love the crumble!) 
 
Then we wearily made our way all the way down the corridor 
to the ‘suite’ for the meeting tonight, our host Rtn Peter John-
son  hade done a good job of hosting guests but had forgotten 
to set out the lectern, badges, banners, bell, etc  – AND he 
forgot to put them away afterwards too!  – we who were left to 
clear up after him reckon that he’s useless at home too! 
 
 Our Guest speaker was Clive Bull of The Green Hut , a char-
ity that was set up in September 1985 in a hut I remember 
well, it used to stand beside the Old Vicarage in Bath Road 
and I passed it daily on the way to work and it was believe it 
or not was painted --- wait for it ---- GREEN! Since the Manse 
was redeveloped etc, and the hut pulled down the venue is 
now at the rear of St Barnabas’s Church in Gorse Hill. 
The idea behind it is to provide a refuge for folk who need 
some companionship – a chat – a cup of tea and maybe some 
advice with their problems in other words folk who have 
reached a pitch of low esteem. 
 
Clive  told us that there is a committee to raise funds as they 
receive no support from any of the agencies or official support 
and they need around £20,000 per year to function, this is 
raised by their committee and benefactors include Rotary – 
Schools – Churches - Mothers Union, etc. The monies cover a 
part time cook and he himself as project manager is also em-
ployed part time (to which he chuckled) and we can all see that 
he does more than full time! It also covers the heating, lighting, 
tea and food. 
Some of their clients come in daily and he gave an instance of 
one regular in her 70’s (quite young then) - her schedule of get-
ting up, having a cup of tea and waiting till 11 o’clock to go over 
to the Green Hut for another cup of tea and a chat with who-
ever is there and then she goes home again but repeats it the 
next day. 
HRH Princess Ann  visited in 1990 and was very interested in 
the project and he found her to be a very interesting and car-
ing person herself. 
The Green Hut is a drop in centre and is open to all except 
drunks/ drug users or those on solvent abuse (so a no go area 
for our club then! - only Joking!) 
You may ask what people do when they are there, well there 
are crosswords, sudoko, newspapers, darts, a dining area and 
kitchen, etc. 
Another surprising fact was that many of the regulars cannot 
read or write even though they are in their 50’s 60’s & 70’s 
therefore they cannot fill in even simple forms and could miss 
out on state benefits and other items so they are helped with 
these things at the Green Hut. They also work closely with 
other local charities such as the Women’s Refuge and help 
them wherever they can. 
Many soldiers use the Green Hut when on leave, for if they are going back into a War Zone 
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where they have to be ‘dry’, they will be tested on return from 
leave for Alcohol and Drugs etc, and as neither is allowed here 
it is a great place for them to mix & mingle without compromis-
ing their service record 
The Green Hut also acts as a postal address for homeless folk 
so they can receive benefits etc by post, as for instance, those 

you see on the streets with a dog 
begging will not be housed by 
anyone due to having a dog with 
them, so when sleeping rough the 
hut gets their mail for them. 
After a presentation of acheque valued at  £2,500.00 that Swin-
don Thamesdown and Swindon North Rotary Clubs raised on the 
joint Golf day, our very interesting speaker was given a vote of 
thanks by host Rtn, Peter Johnson  who now, as he pointed out, 
knows where he can go for lunch! 

 
Sergeant at Arms Rtn, Peter Treasure  as you will have read, had his man flue again last 
week (is this ailment a regular monthly complaint Peter? - maybe there is something you need 
to share with us) anyway once again his illness had progressed into acute vindictiveness so 
Secretary Richard  and I knew we would be in the firing line  but lo and behold, he had been 
sat with P.D.G. Peter Hayman  and P.P. Peter Newson,  so Newson took up the collection plate 
(ok, bin) - (he only did this so he won’t get fined himself) and our little Treasure  went to work.—
First on Peter Hayman fined for £5   - then Peter Hayman fined for another £5  then he 
picked on Richard, then me, then a few others and then on, - yep you got it, Peter Hayman for 
another £5  - I bet Treasure will never EVER  visit Hayman’s Club. However I gotta say we all 
had over 15 quid’s worth of entertainment out of it all, so thank you to all the Peter’s. All the 
fines were instantly passed over to the Green Hut so all is well, that ends well! - maybe poor 
Peter Hayman will now be having lunch with host Rtn Peter Johnson at the Green Hut too. 
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Thank you to Mandie Coe for organising the Hatti Trading ‘bag’ party 
which went well with about 8 of the ladies attending and Mandie donated 
the commission to the club, David gave the cheque in at the last meeting. 
£35.20! Thanks Mandie every pound we get helps people less fortunate 
that ourselves to have their dream made real! 
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Here’s the  happy group hosted at P.P. Fred 
and Rita Child’s home, left to right Sally God-
dard, Richard Goddard, Mandie Coe, Dave 
Coe, Julie Causton, Nigel Causton, Rita 
Child and we can only think that Fred Child 
was either in the kitchen cooking – passed out 
under the table or even possibly just taking the 
picture. I know they all had a good time (it 
looks in the picture as if Sally drinks faster than 
anyone else – check her glass!!— but then look 
at how many bottles Dave has had himself!!)  
Peggy & I look forward to hosting ours later this 
month-ish. N.B. Would all hosts ensure that I re-
ceive a picture of your group for inclusion in the Moonraker please.  
����



4 

I now look forward to the Past Presidents Dinner  this Thursday when all us past it chaps, 
will again entertain the incumbent President—We are delighted that P.P. Alan Jefferies will 
be fit enough following his surgery to join us and to help him out some of us are prepared to 
sacrifice ourselves by drinking most of his wine. Thank you to P.P. Mike Slipper  for all his 
work in organising it again this year (please note that censored pictures might appear in the 
next issue) 
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THE YEAR'S BEST (actual!) HEADLINES  
Red Tape Holds Up New Bridges  - You mean there's something stronger than duct (gaffer) tape?!  
Something Went Wrong in Jet Crash, Expert Says  - No, really?  
Police Begin Campaign to Run Down Jaywalkers -Now that's taking things a bit far!  
Panda Mating Fails; Veterinarian Takes Over  -What a guy!  
Miners Refuse to Work after Death—Those good-for-nothing ' lazy so-and-sos!  
Juvenile Court to Try Shooting Defendant—See if that works any better than a fair trial!  
War Dims Hope for Peace—I can see where it might have that effect! 
If Strike Isn't Settled Quickly, It May Last Awhile —Ya think?!  
Cold Wave Linked to Temperatures  -Who would have thought!  
Enfield Couple Slain; Police Suspect Homicide—They may be on to something!  
Man Struck By Lightning:  Faces Battery Charge He probably IS the battery charge!  
New Study of Obesity Looks for Larger  Test Group -Weren't they fat enough?! 
Astronaut Takes Blame for Gas in Spacecraft—That's what he gets for eating those beans!  
Kids Make Nutritious Snacks  - Do they taste like chicken?  
Local High School Dropouts Cut in Half  -Chainsaw Massacre all over again!  
Hospitals are Sued by 7 Foot Doctors—Boy, are they tall!  

And the winner is ....  
Typhoon Rips Through Cemetery; Hundreds Dead—Did I read that right? 
 
Email in from Gayle Powell who came along to the Clubs guest night and was pic-
tured in the Moonraker so beautifully with PP Tony Horn!!! - included not just because she 

enjoys the Moonraker but also to pass on her wishes to y’aaal 
hi Peter 
many thanks for including me in the distribution, really well and wittily written and a pleasure to read. 
 
I haven't forgotten about you all ! I have just today returned from a week in Japan and Singapore 
where the hotel in Tokyo had a notice that the Rotarian club were meeting that evening. I had al-
ready committed to plans otherwise I might have been brave enough to pop in and say hello. Instead 
my evenings highlight was managing not to be sick whilst eating a WHOLE plateful of various raw 
fish so as not to offend my host ! 
 
Off to Olso this week. I hope to have stopped this crazy pace by the end of the year as my project 
(building a petrochemical refinery in Australia) sees most of the materials delivered, and I can relax 
some. Then I can come back and hopefully join in. Can you please pass that onto Bob. 
 
best wishes to you all Gayle 

 
 

Email’s from over the pond in Virginia plus my repl ies  
BUT please read them in reverse order see red numbers  

 
��� From Billy & Carole Croxton 
Carole and I are just looking into the convention; as a new AG, I would like to attend. If we 
do would love to see you guys for a few days. This would not mean you would have to plan 
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trips and tours. We no doubt would combine such a trip with an excursion. We have North-
ern Ireland and Scotland on our to do list, as well as the southern France and a Normandy 
visit. There are some folks we would like to visit from our sister town of Essex, or we 
might just do another cruise. 1st we have to commit to the convention. You two are so well 
travelled you might have a suggestion for us or something to do together. Any ideas would 
be welcome. Love, Bill & Carole 
��� From Tommy 
Dear Golds: 
I think about 5 couples at most might be interested in coming over. I have not talked to anyone save 
for Crox. Maybe fly into London...come to Swindon...then to the RI convention in Birmingham and 
home...who knows...maybe we will take a trip north from there... 
 
Caio my friend...give my love to all my Italian friends 
 
Hon Tom...aka Tommy 
 

��� From: Peter Goldsworthy <goldspp@ntlworld.com> 
To: GOV5180@aol.com 
Sent: Mon, 29 Sep 2008 6:58 am 
Subject: RE: An idea from Hon Tom 
Tommy  
If I have more detail from you as to how many folk and the dates etc we can certainly 
look at doing something over here but I will be in Italy now for over a week  
Golds!  
 
----Original Message----- 

(�� From:  GOV5180@aol.com [mailto:GOV5180@aol.com]  
Sent:  28 September 2008 04:17 
To:  goldspp@ntlworld.com 
Subject:  Re: An idea from Hon Tom  
Dear Peter and Peg:  
I was thinking of a visit to y'all prior to the convention but we could do it after as well. This 
is just in the thinking stage now but I wanted to get your input prior to trying to set things up 
on this end.  
Hon Tom In a message dated 9/27/2008 8:41:33 A.M. Eastern Daylight Time,  
 

���  
      goldspp@ntlworld.com writes:  

Well Guys  

It would be great to all catch up again but it would not be possible to stay with us 
and attend the convention at the same time as the time/distance would be too great 
and travelling would be a huge problem so do you have in mind meeting before or 
after the event!  

Once Peggy & I know what you have in mind we will start things moving etc this 
end.  

Good to be in touch again.- hope you are reading the Moonraker regularly to see 
how our Club is coming on! 

As always Peter  
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Dear Golds:   

With the RI convention in Birmingham in June of 200 9...would this be a good 
year for a visit from your American cousins to take  place on your hallowed 
soil? Talked about it last night with Crox and he t hought the idea was a good 
one so I wanted to follow up on your side of the po nd.   

Peace, love, and hugs,  Tommy  

 
As we all know, Rotarians of the American persuasio n read this Newsletter—I have to 
include the following, even though I had seen it be fore ‘cos being a Brit — I just LOVE 
IT! 
 
The following is the transcript of an actual radio conversation in October 1995, be-
tween a US Navy ship and the British authorities of f the north coast of Scotland. The 
transcript was released by the MoD on the 10/10/95.  
 
BRITISH:  Please divert your course 15 degrees to the South to avoid collision 
 
US Navy :  Recommend you divert YOUR course 15 degrees to the North to avoid collision 
 
BRITISH:  Negative. You will have to divert your course 15 degrees to the South to avoid col-
lision 
 
US Navy :  This is the Captain of US Navy ship. I say again, divert YOUR course. 
 
BRITISH:  Negative I say again divert your course. 
 
US Navy :  THIS IS THE AIRCRAFT CARRIER 'USS LINCOLN' THE SECOND LARGEST 
SHIP IN THE UNITED STATES' ATLANTIC FLEET. WE ARE ACCOMPANIED BY THREE 
DESTROYERS, THREE CRUISERS AND NUMEROUS SUPPORT VESSELS. DEMAND 
THAT YOU CHANGE YOUR COURSE 15 DEGREES NORTH, THAT'S 15 DEGREES 
NORTH, OR COUNTER MEASURES WILL BE UNDERTAKEN TO ENSURE THE SAFETY 
OF THIS SHIP. 
 
BRITISH :  We are a lighthouse. So F***  off!  

HE-HE-HE!! Golds! 

Finally a picture of the best haircut in the whole room sat next to P.P. 
Mike Slipper. None other than Rtn, Barbara who won the raffle 
voucher for Goldsworthys hairdressing at the Indian Restaurant 
fundraising event and now sports her new ‘do’…...Well, if you were Edi-
tor and could get a commercial in the Moonraker for the company that helps your 
pension, I  bet you would too! 
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