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My apologies to all, as this Moon-
raker may seem to have funny 
blank spaces, this is because I 
have upgraded my Publisher and 
the blasted thiing wont do what 
the old version would, well it will, 
but I have to re-learn the damn 
thing!  
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Host PP Kevin Brown was called on for 
grace and was sat by our two guests from 
Majestic Wines who were our evenings 
speakers and of course we were about to 
have a wine tasting. Our other guest 
brought along by PP Steve Davison was 
Keith Ratcliffe his next door neighbour who 
told me afterwards that he had enjoyed the 
evening (I think-hic!)  
After the meal of Fish & Chips it was down to the serious 
business in hand (or rather glass) and were joined by a fur-
ther Majestic person, so now we had Matt, Ben & Mark to 
introduce us to their product range especially chosen for us 
with input from PP Fred Child who was absent as he is in 
South Africa and as P.P. Phil remarked Fred was probably 
in the Stellenbosh vineyards by now.  
We started with a very nice white crisp fresh wine Rueda 
Blanco 2007 Marques De Riscal which most of us thought 
was superb and is priced at £5.99 we reckon this one is 
great without food ( or with!)   
The Majestic lads gave us a great deal of information on all the eight (8) wines we tasted as 
well as the superb Australian Green Point Brut NV which if it was produced in France would be 
called Champagne and I gotta say was better than a lot of Champagnes that we have drunk in 
the past and is available at a very reasonable £9.49 per bottle (Rtn, Barbara especially liked 
this one too!) 
A very nice evening with lots of information and then P.P. Kevin stood (well almost) to give the 
clubs thanks to the chaps and remarked that he wanted to thank them for all their help and 
knowledge but he now couldn't remember anything they had said! (a  truly great summing up I 
reckon!) 
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A fantastic night! I am sure that everyone who attended would agree. 
The object was for the teams to complete as many laps as possible over the two hour pe-
riod.  The teams managed their own time and swopped their team members as and when they 
decided.  Generally everyone understood that speed was of the essence – however the girls 
wasted a little time in the beginning “high fiving”, making sure their hair was OK when they re-
moved their helmets and then realized they needed to swop quickly (that was the object) and 
managed to claw their way back to 6th place.  
Peter Treasure was the only real aggressive driver who crashed whilst trying to barge everyone 
else off the course, and although their were a few warnings no one thankfully was shown the 
black flag and asked to leave the competition. 
 The result : First – David Coe’s team—(Golds! I bet that was a fix) Second – Peter Johnsons’ 
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Our speaker today was Bert Hocking. He was a B-17 pilot 
during WWII and survived 35 
missions over Europe during the war. He came to be our speaker 
because he, Bob Curran and David Castro were swapping 
“lies” at Mr. Castro’s barbershop one day. Bob thought his tales 
would interest the club and he was right! 
Bert spoke about his experiences before his arrival  in England at our July 21st 
meeting; this is a continuation of his story. 
By June 6, 1944, he was with the 401st bomber group of the 8th Air corps. On January 
8th,1945, Bert flew his B-17 and crew to their first mission. That mission was to bomb the 
German Buzz Bomb launch sites. On that mission, he saw the first B-17 go down, but not 
from hostile fire. That plane actually went down because of hot grease escaping into the 
oxygen compartment, causing an explosion. After Bert’s completion of his 10th mission, as 
a celebration he and his crew were allowed to go in to London for a week. Bert said he was 
really looking forward to a good steak meal, and was surprised to find because of 
shortages,he was served Spam, just like everyone else back at the base. While he and his 
crew were in London, his plane was sent out on a bombing mission over Belgium. Upon his 
return, helearned it was shot down. So he was issued another B-17. It however, he says, 
was riddled with gunshot holes. Expressing his concern to the ground crew, he was assured 
of its flyability, that the engines were perfectly ok. On his 11th mission with this plane for a 
bombing run, about half way over, one of the engines went out. He was now flying with 
three engines. He could have turned back, but decided to go ahead with the bombing 
mission. 
The only problem was that with only three engines, he couldn’t keep up with his formation. 
The plane then dropped back to the next formation, and then the next, and the next until 
finally upon arriving at the target, his was the only plane there. So, they dropped their 
bombs and began to return, fearful of being shotdown. Yet, there was no ack-ack fire he 
guesses because they had shut down after the main raid.Having flown this far, straining the 
three good engines which by now were heating up badly,he began to drop altitude by 
feathering the engines down to cool them. He then was sure the Germans would send up 
fighters to get them, so he called in to ask for a U.S. fighterescort to come out and protect 
them. About 30 minutes later, one plane showed up and flew alongside to tell him to speed 
up, which of course he simply couldn’t do, so the fighterplane eventually flew back to its 
base. As it was, they did make it back to the bomber base.The next big almost disaster was 
when an artillery shell entered the B-17 at mid level by the waist gunner. The shell burst 
took off the gunner’s jacket, facemask and part of his leg. Bert turned around and headed 
back asking to land at the first possible air field in Britain.They were able to save the gunner 
minus one leg. And he of course was done for the duration.Later he flew one dangerous 
mission to Ploesti where the Germans had oil storage facilities.This was known in history as 
one of the biggest single losses of allied planes during the war. Bert didn’t know the 
statistics. I asked Bert what he remembers about that 35th mission. He just said that he 
prayed. By this time, Bert had enough points to be awarded his return to the USA. He and 
his wife Maxine returned to the base where Bert got his first flight training. Maxine is 
deceased, but they had a son and daughter. The son lives in San Diego and the Daughter 
in Reno. From them he has ten grandkids that have since provided them with 24 great-
grandkids. President Deana thanked Bert for his presentation and adjourned the meeting 
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Team— Third – John Flanagan’s Team  Fastest Lap of the night – Tonys’ Team – An un-
believeable 29.28 seconds!!!! 

 It was such a success that we intend to have an ann ual event.  Hope to see a lot 
more of you next time.  Regards David 
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 NINETEEN Past Presidents met President Bob at the Chisledon House Hotel for the 
18th celebration of this kind. 
After meeting up in the bar for the first drink of the evening we made our way into the din-
ing room where our table awaited. 
Following the traditional menu that has never changed through the years - except for the 
quality which reached the lowest depths last year at the Kings Arms. 
This year the food was an absolute delight from start to finish and started with what was 
probably the very best soup ever and then the very best meal we have ever received and 
at very little difference in cost to last years substandard offering (I wished we had moved 
venues before but hindsight is a wonderfully exact science). The roast Sirloin of Beef was 
mouth wateringly tender, the vegetables crisp and perfect, the roast potatoes perfect 
(almost like Mother makes!) and the Faustino 5 wine was as good as ever and to prove it 
we drank lots of it! Then the meal was topped of with a very nice cheeseboard 
The stories each year are always amusing and this year we also had P.P. Alan Jefferies 
accounts of how during his recent sojourn in hospital he and his kindred prostrates had 
kept each other in stitches was well worth the telling. 
The wonderful repast and stories seemed to end all to quickly, then some of us decided to 
have a final drink or two in the bar before wending homewards. After a short while (I think) 
another couple of chaps came into the bar and somehow or other we brought them into the 
conversation – then someone whispered “that’s Jethro y’know!” and low and behold it 
really was that well known Cornish comedian and he immediately became almost an hon-
orary Rotarian when we shared many laughs, stories and reminisces with him and more 
and more laughs – however Jethro refused to tell the story about ‘The train that don't 
stop at Camborne on Wednesdays’ even though he says everyone asks him for it! Then 
after what seemed like a few minutes, suddenly the night Porter appeard and reminded us 
that they had other guests and so not for the first time we decided we had better go home 
before we completely wore out our welcome and the time was only nearly midnight or was 
it just after? A truly Wonderful night that we will all remember fondly for many years -- oh 
yes, we think the President enjoyed himself too!! Thank you P.P. Mike Slipper for the or-
ganisation 
Those present were President Bob Barrett, Past Presidents’- Phil Skelt on - Peter Col-
lis - Chris Moore—Alan Jefferies—John Flanagan—Kevi n Brown—Peter Newson—
Alan Nix—Andrew Whiting—Fred Child— Tony Horn—Steve  Davison—Leslie Par-
sons—Peter Woodward - Jack Snow—Mike Slipper—Andrew  Griffiths –Peter Win-
ton —oh yes and me! Peter Goldsworthy (I counted up & thought I had forgotten someone 
important for a minute — come to think of it I had!) 
As an aside you may care to know that this hotel now has Jazz on a Sunday lunchtime and 
some of us intend to take advantage of what would be a great way to spend a lazy Sunday 
lunch afternoon in the near future. 
 
 
 
 

Please find attached flyer from Old Town Rotary Clu b. (Golds!  Sorry Tony too big 
a PDF for me to use!)  

Their best kept secret! They have arranged for the Orpheus Trust to perform in 
Swindon this Friday evening. Having seen them at Conference three years ago they 
are inspiring.  

If anyone would like to join Jacqui and I on Friday evening please arrange tickets 
through PDG Peter Hayman or President Charlotte Mannion. I am picking tickets 
up on the door so they would be grateful for any additional support. Tony H.  
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Hi fellow Rotarians. 
 It is that time of the year when the Christmas float will be upon us and the time when you 
all commit to taking part in the Christmas atmosphere and come out with your fellow Ro-
tarians to ease money from the public in Swindon. For the new Rotarians amongst us and 
for those who have forgotten there are two variations for collecting as follows: 
 
 Firstly  there is the street collections where we meet and a given venue at 6pm or 1800hrs 
and walk around the vicinity knocking on doors and collecting large amounts of 1p and 2p 
coins. Also on these particular nights one of the Rotarian flock will dress up as father 
Christmas and speak to all the little children and obtain the lists of presents they require for 
Christmas., or something like that depending on father Christmas. On these particular 
nights we are looking for a minimum of five Rotarians to be in attendance, one to be father 
Christmas and the rest to do the door to door collection. 
 
 Secondly the weekend collections at static locations around the town. On these occa-
sions we cover the whole day, Saturdays and Sundays,  the times are listed in two hour 
slots and the minimum number of collectors is two but more are most welcome. The loca-
tion at Asda West Swindon on the 6th & 24th December allows us to collect at all the en-
trances to the shopping centre so if there are more people who can attend this location the 
better giving us the best opportunity to raise even more money by covering all the en-
trances. 
 
 The reason for sending the above spreadsheet out this early is to show you the various 
locations we are collecting in 2008 and for you to commit to a minimum of four or more 
slots  so that we can cover the programme. If we all commit to four then we should easily 
cover the whole period.  
 
 This is one of our main events of the year and provides much needed funds for local 
charities. Last year we raised just over £5000 and I would like to think we can do this again 
and even try and exceed that amount. This can only be achieved if we all pull together and 
do our little part. 
 
 Can I ask you please within the next month to indicate to me the dates and times you will 
be available to collect. I need to have the sheet complete by the 15th November 2008  so 
that I can give each Rotarian a copy for their information. The individual slots on the rota 
will be allocated on a first come first served basis and those who do not reply will be allo-
cated any vacant ones.  
 
 I will try and do my best to accommodate you all but there may be times when a particular 
collection date or time is over subscribed. If that is the case then I will discuss an alterna-
tive one with you. If after you are allocated a collection slot and you find you are unable to 
fulfil the commitment  it is the responsibility of that individual to find a rep lacement . 
 
 Good luck and enjoy, it can be great fun. 
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I have repeated Johns letter above but have not included the Rota sheet as I do not wish 
to cloud the issue .You must let John know your availability but I would urge you to do 
as many slots as you can to make this a record year in the present financial climate. How-
ever when names have been entered John will pass me the details and I will be publishing 
the sheet and also recording what hairdressers call ‘no-shows!’ Golds!  
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AMAZINGLY SIMPLE HOME REMEDIES  
 
> 1. If you are choking on an ice cube, don't panic. Simply pour a cup  of  boiling water down your 
throat and presto. The blockage will be almost  instantly removed.  
>  
> 2. Clumsy? Avoid cutting yourself while slicing vegetables by getting someone else to hold them 
while you chop away.  
>  
> 3. Avoid arguments with your partner about lifting the toilet seat by 
 
> > 4. For high blood pressure sufferers: simply cut yourself and bleed  for a few minutes, thus reduc-
ing the pressure in your veins. Remember to use a  timer.  
>  
> 5. A mouse trap, placed on top of your alarm clock, will prevent you  from rolling over and going 
back to sleep after you hit the snooze button.  
>  
> 6. If you have a bad cough, take a large dose of laxatives. Then you  will be afraid to cough.  
>  
> 7. Have a bad toothache? Smash your thumb with a hammer and you will forget about the tooth-
ache.  
>  
> 8. Sometimes, we just need to remember what the rules of life really are: You only need two tools: 
WD-40 and Duct (Gaffer) Tape. If it doesn't move and  should, use the WD-40. If it shouldn't move 
and does, use the duct (Gaffer) tape.  
>  
> 9. Remember: Everyone seems normal until you get to know them. 
>  
> 10. Never pass up an opportunity to go to the bathroom. 
>  
> 11. If you woke up breathing, congratulations! You get another chance. 
>  
> 12. And finally, be really nice to your family and friends; you never know  when you might need 
them to empty your bedpan. 
>   
> IMPORTANT QUESTIONS: 
>  
> Why do we press harder on a remote control when we know the batteries  are getting weak?  
>  
> Why do banks charge a fee on "insufficient funds" when they know there  is not enough?  
>  
> Why does someone believe you when you say there are four billion  stars, but check when you say 
the paint is wet?  
>  
> Why doesn't glue stick to the bottle? 
>  
> Why do they use sterilized needles for death by lethal injection? 
>  
> Why doesn't Tarzan have a beard? 
>  
> Why does Superman stop bullets with his chest, but ducks when you  throw a revolver at him?  
>  
> Why do Kamikaze pilots wear helmets? 
  
> Whose idea was it to put an "S" in the word "lisp"? 
>  
> If people evolved from apes, why are there still apes? 
>  
> Why is it that no matter what colour bubble bath you use the bubbles  
> are always white?  
>  
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> Is there ever a day that DFS Sofas and suites are not on sale? 
>  
> Why do people constantly return to the refrigerator with hopes that something new to eat will have 
materialized?  
>  
> Why do people keep running over a string a dozen times with their  vacuum cleaner, then reach 
down, pick it up, examine it, then put it down to give the vacuum one more chance? 
>  
> Why is it that no plastic bag will open from the end on your first  try? 
>  
> How do those dead bugs get into those enclosed light fixtures? 
>  
> When we are in the supermarket and someone rams our ankle with a  shopping cart then apolo-
gizes for doing so, why do we say, "It's all right?" Well,  it isn't all right, so why don't we say, "That 
hurt, you stupid idiot?"  
>  
> Why is it that whenever you attempt to catch something that's falling  off the table you always man-
age to knock something else over?  
>  
> In winter why do we try to keep the house as warm as it was in summer  when we complained 
about the heat? 
>  
> How come you never hear father-in-law jokes? 
>  
> And lastly...... 
 
> The statistics on sanity are that one out of every four persons is  suffering from some sort of mental 
illness. Think of your three best  friends -- if they're okay, then it's you.  
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