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http://www.rotaryclubofswindonthamesdown.org.uk/ 
The comments expressed in this newsletter, if not credited to someone else, are the thoughts & opinions of the Editor and therefore may 

not be the opinions of all the members of the Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown.  
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I am trying a different format due to having to work this new edition of publisher until I get to grips with 
the blasted thing, so items like the club meeting news will be in a different part of the Moonraker so 
that I can prepare some stuff ahead of the meeting as usual—but this new format it is giving me trou-
ble inserting stuff in the normal order, so please bear with me or offer to do the next one for me! 
……...Thanks for your understanding - a very fed up Golds! 
 
You will note some Christmas flavoured items in this issue to get you all thinking ahead like J.V.P. 
John Fisher does with his sleigh rota, on that note see the next item 
 
An email in from Gin McGiffin of caring for Belarus Children fame, which deserves sharing 
with all of you! (and not just because she mentions the best hairdressers in town!)  
 
Hi Men….. 
That’s quite funny because I usually address families… 
Golds!, great Moonraker as always don’t take me off the distribution list EVER!  
Kaysha, my daughter, who’s even more beautiful now Ben (Goldsworthys… of course) cuts 
her hair (he now has two fussy women to deal with, her and I !!) would love to assist you in 
collecting money when you circulate your Xmas float. 
Let me know the date and route and we will be more than happy to help. We are so grateful 
for the help you have given to us, it’s a little something we can offer back and I’m sure we’ll 
have many laughs with Rotarians along the way! 
Kindest Regards 
Gin 
X 
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As yet I have not heard form anyone concerning making the 
bucket tripod thing that the Sally Army use in New York that I fea-
tured in the Moonraker. 
DO ANY of you have contacts in that field or do we go to a steel 
fabrication company and get a couple made up for us?  
 
We need Action this day—as Winston Churchill would say! 
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As I will report to the Club (& will have done by the time you read this) President Bob 
phoned me as he was leaving for the airport as he had an urgent request to supply some 
logo-ed tee shirts for the Stratton Youth teenagers to play football against a Police side 
this coming Thursday (last Thursday now) from Mandy Coles the Police Community 
Support Officer who spoke to the Club around a year ago.  
I made enquires and several phone calls later had managed to get a price from a shop 
who could actually deliver them in time for the game (as I write this on Saturday I am due 
to collect them Tuesday the day of Rotary)  
When I received the price I contacted J.V.P. John Fisher of exPolice infamy to see if he 
would support the project, he did! - so I ordered them.  
This we hope will further bridge the links between the Police and the youths in an area that 
does have problems between the two from time to time, so here is another small case of 
‘Making Dreams Real by our Club!                                                   UPDATE 

I went to the match venue 
and here you see the lads 
and a young lady in ‘our’ 
shirts and I have to say that 
by being there and seeing 
them with the shirts on, I can 
assure you the  money was 
well spent! 
The shirts were used by two 
different teams and were 
swopped between substi-
tutes etc. They will of course 
be used for many more 
games. Golds! 

CALLING ALL LADIES - YOU TOO COULD BE MRS CLAUS…..  
 
 Ladies …. This year why not join your menfolk on the sleigh when you can 
dress up as Mrs Claus in these lovely capes.  P.P. Steve Davison’s wife, Sue , 
ably assisted by her sister Jane, has made 6 of these capes in various sizes, 
so that the ladies can dress up, keep warm and enter into the Christmas spirit.  
The capes are made out of red fur, edged with white fur (not ermine!), as 
shown by our “model”.  We intend to keep these capes on the sleigh so that 
they can be worn by anyone, but **please leave them for the next people to en-
joy.       (**or else we’re all doomed—dooooomed! Golds) 
  
Steve D - Ho! Ho! Ho! ... (That’s the Christmas spirit)  
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Meeting 28th October Our esteemed President was absent due to going to a motor cycling 
event in Spain and so our apprentice President S.V.P. Richard Fry took control (or tried 
too!) Host Rtn Barbara Goulding  gave a grace that was new to us and later read the Ob-
ject of Rotary  as it was a Business and Fellowship Meeting. 
We had two guests at the meeting, namely Hamif Robbani guest of P.P. Peter Collis and 
Keith Ratcliff guest of P.P. Steve Davison , now in the dim and distant past it was felt that 
guests should have to leave the meeting with their sponsor when Club business was dis-
cussed, but over the years this practice has stopped and I have found when talking to 
guests afterward that they have gained a greater understanding of what we do, who we help 
and therefore a deeper understanding of ’the Rotary Object’ than they would do by just 
hearing a speaker and having a meal with us, after all, we do not have secrets. Talking to 
Hamif afterwards he expressed the thought that he had enjoyed this meeting more than the 
previous one so to my mind it sorta confirms it. 
Reports were somewhat briefer this time as the Council meeting has been postponed until 
Thursday and I guess I don't need to put them all here and  anyway I don't have time to do 
so due to my real life getting in the way of this issue. So I will just put in pictures of the main 
contenders (as they call them on Mastermind!) maybe protagonists is a better word? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fine master JVP John Fisher was being more vindictive than our little Treasure (who was 
off enjoying himself in Hong Kong) and even though some of us wore pink as ALL  were 
supposed too, he managed to find reason to fine certain selected Members at least twice - I 
will not be there next week as I have to spend the evening raiding my grandchildren's piggy 
banks to be able to pay another fine the following week (no-one tells you about the vast 
amount fines can cost during a Rotary year at the information meetings do they?!!) I sing 
you song its not very long but all ex-coppers are ———-vindictive! 
John Fisher asked if we knew of a needy organisation that would be able to take advan-
tage of an almost new computer (just the box of works, no peripherals) if so please let John  
know asap.  
Tonight we were also graced with the company of hon member P.P. Woody and his draw 
balls, Rtn Barbara working hard as host sold a load more tickets from the assembled 
throng Hamif pulled the winning ball and would you believe it the winner was stand in Presi-
dent of the Night S.V.P. Richard Fry who gained by £100.00— still finemaster J.V.P. John 
fined him an extra fiver for winning anyway. 
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RI General Secretary addresses 
impact of U.S. financial crisis 
Rotary International News -- 29 September 
2008 
Dear Rotarians, 
Given the troubling news from Wall Street 
over the past several weeks, we have received 
many inquiries about the impact these events 
will have on Rotary International and The 
Rotary Foundation. Although our 
investments have lost value in the short term, 
we believe they will recover when the 
financial markets stabilize. In addition, 
Rotary maintains a diversified portfolio that 
includes investments outside of the markets 
that were adversely impacted by recent 
events. 
Rotary's investment policies have proven to 
be sound through past down markets. This 
prudent management should allow our 
programs and projects to continue as planned. 
Many Rotarians have asked specifically 
about our investment holdings, insurance 
coverage, and reserves, so I would like to 
note the following: 
�  Both The Rotary Foundation’s and RI’s 
investment portfolios have only minor 
exposure to the companies that were taken 
over by the U.S. government (Fannie Mae, 
Freddie Mac, and AIG), purchased by other 
financial institutions (Merrill Lynch and 
WaMu), or declared Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
�Lehman). 
�  Although RI has some insurance coverage 
placed with AIG, AIG’s insurance businesses 
are safe in that they are separate legal entities 
closely regulated by both state and federal 
agencies. 
�  Both RI and the Foundation have strong 
cash balances, and year-to-date revenues 
from sources other than investments are 
ahead of last year. 
�  All money in the PolioPlus Fund is 
invested in U.S. treasuries, the safest 
securities available. 
�  Both RI and the Foundation have adequate 
reserves to operate without having to sell 
investment securities at a loss. 
Last week, The Rotary Foundation Invest-
ment 

Advisory Committee met with Rotary’s 
independent investment consultant and 
several money managers for its regular 
investment review. The committee confirmed 
that the current investment policies set by the 
RI Board and Foundation Trustees continue 
to be appropriate for the long term. The 
committee advised the Trustees to continue 
diversifying the portfolio to further mitigate 
the impact of losses in any particular market. 
You can be assured that Rotary’s senior 
leaders, the general secretary, the Financial 
Services staff, and Rotary’s investment 
consultant are monitoring this situation very 
closely. We are confident our investment and 
reserve policies will allow the good work of 
Rotary to continue around the world. 
Sincerely, Ed Futa 
General Secretary, Rotary International 
 
With acknowledgements to Foothill 
Highlands Bulletin ‘The Highlander’ 
for this update. 
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Here you see Ben at School in his desk!  
 
This is the ‘electric’ desk that our Club has suppl ied, this will grow with Ben 
and let him achieve his full potential. As you will  see his chair will lift and 
grow with him, the desk adjusts as he grows and lat er when \Ben has fin-
ished with it, it will be used by another child wit h the specific needs that it 
fulfils. Another reason to be a proud member of Swi ndon Thamesdown Ro-
tary Club! 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 
 

Do Not forget 4th December is our 30th Anniversary of our Clubs 
Charter and we need a full house of members to make it a suc-
cess.  
The normal Tuesday meeting on 2nd December is cance lled and 
meal monies of members will be used towards their t icket for the 
Charter night at the Liddiard (formerly King Edward s Place). 
  

Remember dress code is Black Tie and Regalia to be worn 
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These Are Funny -  

Two of our members have pointed out that it couldn't happen in England   - (I left the American 
spellings in so that there could be no mistake! )                                              
                                                                        
 These are from a book called Disorder in the American Courts, and are things people actually said 
in court, word for word, taken down and now published by court reporters who had the torment of 
staying calm while these exchanges were actually taking place.                             
                                                                        
    ATTORNEY:   Are you sexually active?                              
    WITNESS:      No, I just lie there.                           
                                                            
    ATTORNEY:  What gear were you in at the moment of the impact?     
    WITNESS:      Gucci sweats and Reeboks.                       
                                                                        
    ATTORNEY:   This myasthenia gravis, does it affect your memory at all? 
    WITNESS:        Yes.                                        
    ATTORNEY:   And in what ways does it affect your memory?          
    WITNESS:       I forget.                                      
    ATTORNEY:   You forget? Can you give us an example of something you 
    forgot?       

    ATTORNEY:  What was the first thing your husband said to you that-
mornng?                                                            
    WITNESS:    He said, 'Where am I, Cathy?'                       
    ATTORNEY:  And why did that upset you?                            
    WITNESS:    My name is Susan!                                   
                                                                        
  ATTORNEY:   Do you know if your daughter has ever been involved in voo-
doo                                                             
    WITNESS:     We both do.                                        
    ATTORNEY:  Voodoo?                                                
    WITNESS:     We do.                                             
    ATTORNEY:  You do?                                                
    WITNESS:     Yes, voodoo.                                       
                                                                        
   ATTORNEY:  Now doctor, isn't it true that when a person dies in his sleep, he doesn't know about 
it until the next morning?             
    WITNESS:    Did you actually pass the bar exam?                 
 
                                                                        
    ATTORNEY:  The youngest son, the twenty-one-year-old, how old is he? 
    WITNESS:      Uh, he's twenty-one.                            
                                                                        
    ATTORNEY:  Were you present when your picture was taken?          
    WITNESS:     Are you shitt'in me?                               
                                                                        
   ATTORNEY:   So the date of conception (of the baby) was August 8th? 
    WITNESS:      Yes.                                            
    ATTORNEY:  And what were you doing at that time?                  
    WITNESS:     Uh.... I was gett'in laid!                         
                                                                        
    ATTORNEY:    She had three children, right?                     
    WITNESS:      Yes.                                            
    ATTORNEY:    How many were boys?                                
    WITNESS:      None.                                           
    ATTORNEY:    Were there any girls?                              
    WITNESS:     Are you kidding? Your Honor, I think I need a different attorney. Can I get a new 
attorney?                                 
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    ATTORNEY:   How was your first marriage terminated?              
    WITNESS:     By death.                                          
    ATTORNEY:   And by whose death was it terminated?                 
    WITNESS:  Now, whose death do you suppose terminated it?          
                                                                        
   ATTORNEY:  Can you describe the individual?                       
    WITNESS:     He was about medium height and had a beard.        
    ATTORNEY:  Was this a male or a female?                           
    WITNESS:  Guess.                                                  
                                                                       
    ATTORNEY:   Is your appearance here this morning pursuant to a    
    deposition notice which I sent to your attorney?                    
    WITNESS:     No, this is how I dress when I go to work.         
                                                                        
    ATTORNEY:   Doctor, how many of your autopsies have you performed on dead peo-
ple?                                                        
    WITNESS:      All my autopsies are performed on dead people.  Would you like to rephrase 
that?                                              
                                                                        
   ATTORNEY:   ALL your responses MUST be oral, OK? What school did you go 
to?                                                                 
    WITNESS:      Oral.                                           
                                                                        
   ATTORNEY:  Do you recall the time that you examined the body?     
    WITNESS:      The autopsy started around 8:30 p.m.            
    ATTORNEY:  And Mr. Denton was dead at the time?                   
    WITNESS:      No, he was sitting on the table, wondering why I was 
    doing an autopsy on him!                                            
                                                                        
    ATTORNEY:   Are you qualified to give a urine sample?             
    WITNESS:  Huh......are you qualified to ask that question?        
                                                                        
     ---   And the best for last:  ---                               
                                                                        
    ATTORNEY:   Doctor, before you performed the autopsy, did you check for a 
pulse?                                                            
    WITNESS:      No.                                             
    ATTORNEY:   Did you check for blood pressure?                     
    WITNESS:      No.                                             
    ATTORNEY:   Did you check for breathing?                          
    WITNESS:      No.                                             
    ATTORNEY:  So, then it is possible that the patient was alive when you began the au-
topsy?                                                  
    WITNESS:      No.                                             
    ATTORNEY:  How can you be so sure, Doctor?                        
    WITNESS:     Because his brain was sitting on my desk in a jar. 
    ATTORNEY:  I see, but could the patient have still been alive, neverthe-
less?                                                       
    WITNESS:    Yes, it is possible that he could have been alive and practicing law  

I t has long been contended that there are male jokes and there are female jokes, 
and there are unisex jokes.  
Here Rtn, Barbara is a joke I consider a true female joke especially for you and 
all lady Rotarians.  
 
A woman was sitting at a bar enjoying an after work cocktail with her girlfriends when Ste-
ven a tall, exceptionally handsome, extremely sexy, middle-aged man entered. He was so 
striking that the woman could not take her eyes off him. 



8 

The young-at-heart man noticed her overly attentive stare and walked directly toward her. (As 
All men will.)  
Before she could offer her apologies for staring so rudely, he leaned over and whispered to her, 
'I'll do anything, absolutely anything, that you want me to do, no matter how kinky, for 
£20.00......On one condition'   
Flabbergasted, the woman asked what the condition Was. The man replied, 'You have to tell 
me what you want me to do in just three words.'  
The woman considered his proposition for a moment,  then slowly removed a £20 bill from her 
purse, which she pressed into the man's hand along with her address. She looked deeply into 
his eyes, and slowly and meaningfully said.... 

 
'Clean my house.'  

 
 
Thoughts on Marriage (From the Rotary Club of Bendi go Australia's Club Magazine Signpost)  
now these for the boys 
 

 Before marriage, a man will lie awake all night thinking about something you say. After marriage, he will 
fall asleep before you finish.  
 

 Every man wants a wife who is beautiful, understanding, economical, and a good cook. But the law al-
lows only one wife. 
 

 Marriage and love are purely a matter of chemistry. That is why the wife treats the husband like toxic 
waste.  
 

 A man is incomplete until he is married. After that, he is finished 
 

  
Bonus Story: for the girls again  
A long married couple came upon a wishing well. The wife leaned over, made a wish and threw 
in a penny. The husband decided to make a wish too. But he leaned over too much, fell into the 
well, and drowned. The wife was stunned for a moment but then smiled, "It really works!" 
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HOW MEN AMUSE THEMSELVES IN TESCO'S 

Proof of what can happen if a wife or girlfriend drags her husband or boyfriend along shopping 
This letter was recently sent by Tesco's Head Office to a customer in Oxford : 

Must be something about this because when I read th em, I too wanted to go out 
and ‘do’ them myself! Golds! 

 
Dear Mrs. Murray, 
While we thank you for your valued custom and use of the Tesco Loyalty Card, the Manager of 
our store in Banbury is considering banning you and your family from shopping with us, unless 
your husband stops his antics. 
Below is a list of offences over the past few months all verified by our surveillance cameras: 
 
 
1. July 2: Set all the alarm clocks in Housewares to go off at 5-minute intervals. 
 
2. July 19: Walked up to an employee and told her in an official tone, 'Code 3' in housewares..... 
and watched what happened. 
 
3. August 14: Moved a 'CAUTION - WET FLOOR' sign to a carpeted area. 
 
4. September 15: Set up a tent in the outdoor clothing department and  told shoppers he'd invite 
them in if they would bring sausages and a Calor gas stove. 
 
5. September 23: When the Deputy Manager asked if she could help him,  he began to cry and 
asked, 'Why can't you people just leave me alone?' 
 
6. November 10: While appearing to be choosing kitchen knives in the Housewares aisle asked an 
assistant if he knew where the antidepressants were. 
 
7. December 3: Darted around the store suspiciously, loudly humming the Mission Impossible' 
theme. 
 
8. December 6: In the kitchenware aisle, practised the 'Madonna look' using different size funnels. 
 
9. December 18: Hid in a clothing rack and when people browsed, yelled 'PICK ME!' 'PICK ME!' 
 
10. December 21: When an announcement came over the loud speaker, assumed the foetal posi-
tion and screamed 'NO! NO! It's those voices again.' 
 
And; last, but not least: 
 
11. December 23: Went into a fitting room, shut the door, waited a while; then yelled, very loudly, 
'There is no toilet paper in here.'  
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