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Rotary Meeting 4 th November 2008 
 
 Quill on parchment by up-and-coming photojournalis t Rtn Richard Goddard 
 
 Another extremely good speaker this evening. Visiting us from The Willow Trust  was Liz Rowland 
MBE, who is the trust Administrator. 
 
 This organisation was brought to the attention of the Club by Rotarian David Coe  who was ap-
proached by a young lady (no comment ! ) who was participating in a sponsored walk helping to raise 
money for the Trust. The Club donated £500 to the Trust and in appreciation of this 
Liz came to give us a talk about the Willow Trust. Liz proved to be a very good elo-
quent and passionate speaker and explained that the Trust is a charitable organisa-
tion that own 2 boats, these are based on the Gloucester-Sharpness Canal. From 
April to October every year they are very busy providing daily canal trips on the wa-
ter for disabled children and elderly citizens, these outings are completely free and 
funded by the Trust. 
 
 Liz went on to say that they had helped many local schools and organisations within 
the area; Uplands School, the Chalet School, Tony Long House (for persons with 
cerebral palsy) Swindon Young Stroke Carers Club, Swindon Foster Carers Association, Upham 
House Day Centre to name but a few. Liz said that they always make room for hospice guests and 
guests with severe disabilities. 
 

 The boats are owned by the Trust and were especially constructed to the Trust’s 
exacting specifications. They are fully wheelchair compatible, nothing on the boats 
need to be moved around to accommodate wheelchairs as everything has been de-
signed in and thought about right from the start, this makes wheelchair bound guests 
feel that they are not putting anyone to any trouble (what a great way to design in 
‘inclusion’). 
 
 The Trust started in 1991 and since then have carried over 100,000 guests! They 
will take any age, any disability. Starting their day at 10.15 am they cruise along a 16 
mile stretch of water until about 3.00pm giving their disabled guests a wonderful ex-

perience that they would not ordinarily have. During June and July they reserve the boats for ‘special 
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schools’ and are full to the brim every day giving these children a lovely time. The weather 
is no barrier to enjoyment as one guest told the Trust ‘it rained outside and was cold, but 
inside the atmosphere and experience was so warm’ 
 
 The boats are ‘manned’ by fully qualified skippers together with a band of 90 volunteer 
helpers, with at least 3 to 4 helpers being on the boats any one time. The Trust’s attitude is 
a refreshing approach to the ever increasing world of red tape, Liz said that they ‘never get 
bogged down with red tape’ as they tackle everything and resolve anything with a very posi-
tive attitude. The boats are carefully overhauled every winter and kept in tip-top condition 
(they recently had to spend £6000 on a new deck!). 
 
 Liz’s talk was very enlightening and kept our members spellbound, she summed up by say-
ing that the experience their guests have is calming, enlightening, relaxing and in spite of 
our English weather she finished by saying that “the sun always shines at The Willow Trust” 
(What a lovely motto) 
 
 A great organisation and a very interesting talk: be proud fellow Rotarians that you have 
helped yet another worthwhile cause and also helped  to make more Dreams Real.  
 
 The Trust has invited Swindon Thamesdown to come and have a short trip on the water, so 
secretary Richard will be liaising with Liz next year regarding this. 
 

 -------------------_________________________ 
 
 As Moonwalker aficionado Rtn Peter Goldsworthy apologised 
for tonights Rotary meeting (opening his 750th salon some-
where in Cirencester) —(see his empty chair together and note 
Alan Jefferies with no one to talk to) Gold’s starter was quickly 
consumed by fellow Rotarian Kevin Brown , (see photo of evi-
dence) it was also noted that two other Rotarians consumed 

lonely starters that were allo-
cated for members who failed 
to turn up !! 
 
 President Bob welcomed 
Hanif to the Club again, who 
is very keen to learn more 
about Rotary and our Club, 
for those members who 

have not yet met Hanif, please make yourself known to him 
as he is keen to come along again. 

 
 Avid readers will recall that 
a few weeks ago when I stepped into Golds editorial shoes I 
reported that new member Nigel won the raffle, on the very 
night he was inducted. Well its de-javu time, there I was tak-
ing copious notes and hey presto Nigel won 
the raffle yet again!!  However, Nigel’s wife 
Julie will not see any of the loot turned into 
beautiful bouquets of flowers and boxes of 

exquisite chocolates, because Nigel very kindly donated his winnings to The 
Willow Trust, (I am sure you will somehow make it up to her Nigel). 
 
 I.P.P.Tony Horn presented a Banner to President Bob, which Tony had 
received from the Rotary Club of Indor Meghoot in India,  accompanied by 
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a letter thanking the Club for the very warm welcome extended when their President visited us 
a while ago. 
 
 Alan Jefferies announced that the District Quiz was to be on 17th November and that the Club 
will be well represented, anyone interested in attending this round will be held at the Kings 
Arms Hotel Wood Street, 7.30 for 8.00. 
 

 Our next meeting, 11 th November is With Partners so please let An-
drew Whiting’s secretary know if your partner will be attending. 
 
 No fines this evening so those members who had second starters, were let off !! 
 
Huh! I reckon that is victimisation of the worst order for the only meeting for ages where I wasn't 
fined because I wasn't there— nor was anyone else!!! Golds! 
 
 
Thank you very much Richard I really appreciate you  standing in for me and keeping 
both me and whoever else lost their starter and pro bably main course during the eve-
ning in touch with what the Club is doing and heari ng .Thanks again you do a great job! 
 
 
The Christmas float is moving into my garage on Sat urday so now we need a few blokes 
to come up to Windyridge for coffee and chat whilst  we clean it up ready for our biggest 
winter fundraiser—on that note have you told JVP Jo hn Fisher when you can man the 
float!!! 
 RING ME to let me know, - I promise you will have your picture in the Moonraker! Golds!  
 

 
 

On the lighter side of life! 
 
For Rotarian Barbara and the ladies 
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For the boys 
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For everyone & Why We Love Children   
   
1. A nursery school pupil told his teacher he'd found a cat, but it was dead.  
  'How do you know that the cat was dead?' she asked her pupil.  
  'Because I pissed in its ear and it didn't move,' answered the child innocently.  
  'You did WHAT?' the teacher exclaimed in surprise.  
  'You know,' explained the boy, 'I leaned over and went 'Pssst' and it didn't move'  
   
  2. A small boy is sent to bed by his father. Five minutes later.....'Da-ad....' 'What?'  
  'I'm thirsty. Can you bring a drink of water?' 'No, You had your chance. Lights out.'  
  Five minutes later: 'Da-aaaad.....' 'WHAT?' 'I'm THIRSTY. Can I have a drink of water??'  
  ' I told you NO! If you ask again, I'll have to smack you!!'   
Five minutes later......'Daaaa-aaaad.....' 'WHAT!'    
'When you come in to smack me, can you bring a drink of water?'  
     
3. An exasperated mother, whose son was always getting into mischief, finally asked him 
'How do you expect to get into Heaven?'  
  The boy thought it over and said, 'Well, I'll run in and out and in and out and keep slam-
ming the door until St. Peter says, 'For Heaven's sake, Dylan, come in or stay out!''  
     
4. One summer evening during a violent thunderstorm a mother was tucking her son into 
bed. She was about to turn off the light when he asked with a tremor in his voice, 'Mummy, 
will you sleep with me tonight?'    
The mother smiled and gave him a reassuring hug. 'I can't dear,' she said. 'I have to sleep 
in Daddy's room.'    
A long silence was broken at last by his shaky little voice: 'The big sissy.'  
     
5. It was that time, during the Sunday morning service, for the children's sermon.  
  All the children were invited to come forward.  
  One little girl was wearing a particularly pretty dress and, as she sat down, the minister 
leaned over and said, 'That is a very pretty dress. Is it your Easter Dress?'  
  The little girl replied, directly into the minister's clip-on microphone, 'Yes, and my Mum 
says it's a bitch to iron.'  
   
  6. When I was six months pregnant with my third child, my three year old came into the 
room when I was just getting ready to get into the shower.  
  She said, 'Mummy, you are getting fat!'   I replied, 'Yes, honey, remember Mummy has a 
baby growing in her tummy.'  
  'I know,' she replied, but what's growing in your bum?'  
   
  7. A little boy was doing his math homework.  
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He said to himself, 'Two plus five, that son of a bitch is seven. �  
Three plus six, that son of a bitch is nine....'   His mother heard what he was saying and 
gasped, 'What are you doing?'   The little boy answered, 'I'm doing my math homework, 
Mum.'  
  'And this is how your teacher taught you to do it?' the mother asked 'Yes,' he answered.  
  Infuriated, the mother asked the teacher the next day, 'What are you teaching my son in 
math?'  The teacher replied, 'Right now, we are learning addition.'   The mother asked, 
'And are you teaching them to say two plus two, that son of a bitch is four?'  
  After the teacher stopped laughing, she answered, 'What I taught them was, two plus 
two, THE SUM OF WHICH, is four.'  
   
   
8. One day the first grade teacher was reading the story of Chicken Little to her class. She 
came to the part of the story where Chicken Little tried to warn the farmer. She read, '.... 
and so Chicken Little went up to the farmer and said, 'The sky is falling, the sky is falling!'  
 The teacher paused then asked the class, 'And what do you think that farmer said?'  
 One little girl raised her hand and said, 'I think he said:   'Holy Shit! A talking chicken!''  
 The teacher was unable to teach for the next 10 minutes.  
   
   
9. A certain little girl, when asked her name, would reply, I'm Mr. Sugarbrown's daughter.'  
  Her mother told her this was wrong, she must say, 'I'm Jane Sugarbrown.'  
  The Vicar spoke to her in Sunday School, and said, 'Aren't you Mr. Sugarbrown's daugh-
ter?'   She replied, 'I thought I was, but mother says I'm not.'  
   
  10. A little girl asked her mother, 'Can I go outside and play with the boys?'  
  Her mother replied, 'No, you can't play with the boys, they're too rough.'  
  The little girl thought about it for a few moments and asked, If I can find a smooth one, 
can I play with him?'  
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