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Meeting 11th November 2008  
A Partners evening and very well supported once again by our loving partners see pictures also with 
us guest of P.P. Peter Collis was Hannif Robani and his lovely wife Marla and speaker guests 
from the M.S. Society Jackie and her husband David Wray , wonderful to be in such nice company! 
 
To start the evening President Bob called for a full minutes silence to remember our 
fallen servicemen of both World Wars together with all the armed conflicts that our 
Country has been and currently is caught up in during this Our Countries Remem-
brance Day. 
  
Host P.P. Steve Davison then followed with Grace. 
 
Then it was down to the serious business of Dinner which was ‘Snorkers’ and Mash 
with of course the Tuesday ‘treat’ of Carrots this time accompanied by peas yummie stuff! and a lady 
was heard to say “I enjoyed that—it makes a change from Chicken that we usually get on a partners 
evening!”  (for our American readers ‘Snorkers or Bangers’ refer to proper English Sausages—note 
the capital letters as all English men believe they are capital items) this was followed by schoolboy 
pudding with custard. (or Sauce Anglais if you are of the French persuasion and No! I don't know how 
to spell it and neither does my spell check!) 
 
After our comfort break the MS society presentation commenced and we were thanked for providing 
the Annual Walkey Walk through the night which has been of great value as a fund raiser for the 
society and only this year their funds were swelled by over £6,000.00 by their walkers. Over the 
years they have benefited by over £175,000.00 from the Walk! The organisation had 34 members 
just 5 years ago and now has 150. They help not just MS sufferers but also Cerebral Pawlsy and 
Brain Tumour patients in their decompression Chamber. At present their operation is in the facility 
many of us visited not too long ago but they will be moving in the near future to what will in essence 
be a custom built facility designed by our very own P.P. Steve Davison ( as long as he puts the plans 
the right way up on his drawing board!)  This will either have a larger decompression chamber or will 
have a two separate ones. At present their location is far from satisfactory for the amount of use—it 
occupies 13,000 sq feet and the new one  will be 42,000sq feet instead of 2 spaces for cars (if they 
are lucky) they will have 20 spaces. The new unit will also encompass a disabled loo, a Physio area, 
an office for meetings, 2 therapy rooms, a separate meeting room as well as the two decompression 
chambers, there will be a M.S. Information Point. I was rather touched to hear that when we made a 
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donation to the society 5 years ago they were in such a poor financial state 
that it was our donation that kept them afloat and to be able to grow as they 
had with their backs to the wall and were contemplating closing down. I 
have gotta say it we were Making Dreams Real before they invented this 
years slogan! 
The centre could not run if it were not for the dedicated team of helpers  this includes a 
group of 15 volunteers who between them manage the day in and day out chores to main-
tain the running of the project. 
The new centre will of course have higher overheads but they will have no rent to pay as 
they will own their part of the building their present income from donations from the folk they 
help will cover their overheads and then there are other donations as well etc, so all is look-
ing very positive. We were told that as helpers we would be invited as VIP’s to the opening 
of their new facility and I for one am delighted to hear of their success in overcoming all 
sorts of adversity not least of them the financial ones! On sale at the end of the meeting 
were charming little teddy bears ——These were not just Teddy Bears - These were M.S. 
Teddy Bears! —to plagiarise the Marks and Spencer's advert of  - This is not just a desert  
- These are M & S desert’s etc, —well Ok, I thought it was funny!   
 
Up got Host Hon Treasurer Steve Davison (were all dooooomed! ) - but he didn't 
actually say it tonight as he is hoping to get some FREE Aqua boxes for the club to 
oversee and fill   
 - Steve (of the smiley face) was asked what the box needed to fill it so I have looked it up 
on the web so that you too can know as much as Steve. Please go to your PC & just type 
into Google ‘Rotary Aqua Box’  and all will be revealed in full detail—please do it as I know 
you will be impressed by how it saves lives so simply. When filled the box is cling wrapped 
and stored until a disaster somewhere needs urgent lifesaving help and is then transported 
by air to the folk who desperately need them—the donating organisation or person will re-
ceive info on where it was deployed.  
Then came the models Glen & Sue sporting the new Santa capes and new Rotarian Nigel 
was persuaded/forced to model the prototype Santa Hat that will be compulsory wear to try 
to make taking money form people a pleasant experience for the donors! Well if I could get 
smiley faces put on some Rotarians I would! 
 
The Charter dinner on the 4th December is now open to our partners by Presidential 
decree and this delights me as without our partners we could not  have made this the club 
that it is today an email will be winging your way to get a forecast of our numbers for as with 
all events EXACT commitment is crucial!   
On that note too please let J.V.P. John Fisher know your availabilit y for the float  
if you haven't already done so as both John and my life’s will be an absolute nightmare if 
you don't reply before the beginning of next week  
 
IPP Tony Horn informed the club of a major fundraiser for the club where we will be obtain-
ing matching grant to help those Belarus families in need, especially the children and if any 
Rotarian of any other club anywhere in the world reading this would like to involve their club 
in this project (see page 4) with a financial donation we would be delighted to receive it as it 
will enable the whole project to reach fruition so much faster.  
We as a club have received support voluntarily for our train rides taking children to the sea-
side in the past etc, and would not normally ask for other clubs support like this but having 
had such a hands on experience in helping these children when they were on their ‘holiday 
of a life time’ over here during this year has made all of us so grateful for what we all have 
at home! — we all know there are many worthwhile causes and many children throughout 
the world that desperately need help and we truly wish we could help them all, however to 
be face to face with the actual recipients of your help is such a humbling thing as we all 
found out this year.    
(if you missed the Belarus Children's report in the Moonraker please check out our Website  
www.rotaryclubofswindonthamesdown.org  and click on the newsletter link on the left of the page and 
go to Moonraker’s issue 40 and 41 you will see why we just have to help them!)  
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Not only do we get our own super models Glen & Sue with Nigel 
as the Thorn between our two Roses, you may also notice Fine 
Master Sergeant at Arms extraordinaire, Peter Treasure (recently 
returned from Stanley Market, Hong Kong, with fresh stock for his 
Gentlemen's outfitting shop —or was he just trying to sell his old 
stuff?) here he is modelling the Clubs sample Santa hat in that ma-
cho modelling way that is all his own and he even had his Christ-
mas smiley face with him! (that's another fine for me next week but by heck—it’s worth it!!!!) 
(Someone who shall remain anon, remarked that it looked as if Scrooge was wearing a Santa hat now!) 
 
My apologies once again to Gill Jefferies as I know she will have down pointed me on my 
punctuation again for this issue as due to the skooll wot I went toooo I never no (well OK, can’t 
be bothered to remember) just where any apostrophe’s or exclamation marks’ go - so I just use 
lot’s’ so that at least some of them might be in the right place!!! Sorry too for the same reason 
to President of Swindon Breakfast Rotary Club, Charlot te Mannion but Charlotte is too 
frightened to tell me, unlike the fearless, fearsome Gill—So once again my half term report re-
marks will be—Peter does not pay attention and retain the information given to him—he should 
try harder—      but I do Miss Gill reeeeeely! 

The happy throng at  
Partners evening  

11 November 2008  
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Here is the proposal as put to the club by IPP Tony Horn  I could not reproduce the silly Rotary ‘wave’ heading so 
you will have to pretend it is here at the top—so I give you a little interpretation!  

 
Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown Belarus Project. 

 
 Background 
 
 Chernobyl Children’s LifeLine (CCLL) Charity looks after children when in Swindon/UK 
Chernobyl Children in Need (CCIN) looks after the children when they are in Belarus. 
 
 Need 
  
· CCIN 5 years ago purchased and provided for Ozarichi 7 year old 8 seat Ford Transit Minibus which has 
been used to facilitate transportation for needy children to attend hospital over an hour away. 
· Paediatric hospital in Minsk over 9 hour return tri p away. 

· Also used to provide families transport to attend welfare meetings in the town of Kalinkovichi some 25 
miles away. 
· CCIN now supports 5 villages within 15 mile radius and has sponsors for 240 poor and sick children 
Letter of request from the Headteacher of Ozarichi School for a new minibus to support these children with 
transportation to health/welfare appointments. 
 
 Objective  
 
 Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown co-ordinates the raising of funds to provide a new/nearly new minibus 
for this purpose during 2009. 
 
 Finance 
  
· Through contacts we have been able to establish that the maximum cost of a new 18 seat Iveco minibus in 
the UK will cost £19000. 
· Bob is in contact with European sources where costs are less, and has made contact with two Dutch deal-
erships who are sourcing second-hand vehicles. 
· We would need to build cost re fuel to take across to Belarus 
Total commitment would be in the region of £21000. 
 
 How 
 
 Set up project group with the purpose of investigating Matching Grants to achieve total objective. 
· Initial investigations confirm to raise £21K we need to raise £7K cash 

· To be matched by UK District DDF £7K which is then matched by RI £7K against total UK 14K contri-
bution. 
· We have already established International partner Rotary Club of Minsk Ratusha who have committed a 
minimum £1250 ($2K) but could be as much as £3125 support to the project plus assistance with Customs. 
· We have donation of £1K 

· We are already committed to running Sporting Dinner 21st February where half the proceeds are ear-
marked for this Charity. From experience we would be looking to raise £3500 from this source. 
· We would also look to have additional fund raising events such as themed Italian Night if we were falling 
behind with fund raising. 
· Contacting District 2230 (Poland, Belarus and Ukraine) for financial help 
Work with other clubs in this District (particularl y the other Swindon Clubs) to see if they would join us on 
project and assist with funding 
 
 Proposal 
  
· To empower sub-committee consisting of President/Treasurer/Secretary/IPP to work up fuller proposal 
for Club and manage Matching Grant process 
Ensure post delivery activities monitored by CCIN and International Partners 
 
  
 APH 11.11.08 
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As reported to the Club 
MERLIN BOTTLE 

 Yet another £225.13 collected just by placing a bottle on the bar of a local pub (with land-
lord’s OK of course) – why not try placing one yourself? – Contact J.V.P. John Fisher for 
labels 
P.P. Kevin B. 
 
Stop press I understand that there will be  a Carol Service for Rotarians—more later 

 

Extra stop press Sorry Golds -I forgot to mail you today regarding the Thamesdown Ladies Choir 
who will be singing a Christmas Carol Evening at the Bath Road Methodist Church on Thursday 
18th December 2008.   Glen B 

I was tempted to change the name in this story but thought better of it so you are all in the 
clear unless your name happens to be BOB!                Golds! 
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Dan was a single guy living at home with his father and working in the family business. 
 
When he found out he was going to inherit a fortune when his father died, he decided he 
needed a wife with which to share his fortune. 
 
One evening at an investment meeting he spotted the most beautiful woman he had ever 
seen. 
Her natural beauty took his breath away. 'I may look like just an ordinary man,' he said to 
her, but in just a few years, my father will die, and I'll inherit £20 million.' 
 
Impressed, the woman obtained his business card and three days later, she became his 
stepmother. 
 
Women are so much better at financial planning than men. 

Thanks Phil for this one. 

 

 

Theres still more  
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And thats when the fight started 

 After retiring, I went to the Social Security office to apply for Social Security.  
The woman behind the counter asked me for my driver's license to verify my age.  
I looked in my pockets and realized I had left my wallet at home. I told the woman that I was very 
sorry, but I would have to go home and come back later. 
The woman said, 'Unbutton your shirt'. So I opened my shirt revealing my curly silver hair.  
She said, 'That silver hair on your chest is proof enough for me' and she processed my Social Security 
application. 
When I got home, I excitedly told my wife about my experience at the Social Security office. 
She said, 'You should have dropped your pants. You might have gotten disability too. 
 
 And  that's when the fight started..... 
  
*************************************************** **************  
  
My wife and I were sitting at a table at my high school reunion,  
and I kept staring at a drunken lady swigging her drink as she sat alone at a nearby table. 
My wife asked, 'Do you know her?' 'Yes,' I sighed, 'She's my old girlfriend. 
I understand she took to drinking right after we split up those many years ago, and I hear she hasn't been 
sober since.' 
'My God!' says my wife, 'Who would think a person could go on celebrating that long?' 
  
And that's when the fight started..... 
  
*************************************************** **************  
  I rear-ended a car this morning. (English translation means drove into the back of another car) 
So, there we were alongside the road and slowly the other driver got out of his car. 
You know how sometimes you just get soooo stressed and little things just seem funny? 
Yeah, well I couldn't believe it.... He was a DWARF!!!  
He stormed over to my car, looked up at me, and shouted, 'I AM NOT HAPPY!!!' 
So, I looked down at him and said, 'Well, then which one are you?' 
  
And that's when the fight started... ... 
  
*************************************************** ************* 
A woman is standing nude, looking in the bedroom mirror. She is not happy with what  
she sees and says to her husband, 'I feel horrible; I look old, fat and ugly. I really need you to pay me a 
compliment.' 
The husband replies, 'Your eyesight's damn near perfect.' 
  
And that's when the fight started..                    Thanks again Lillian. 
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