
1 

 
Meeting 9th December 2008 
We arrived for our normal time of a 7.30 dinner only to be told by Stella that our meal liaison offi-
cer PP John Flanagan had phoned in and put OUR meal back until 8.00pm as he was out with 
the Christmas sleigh – which would not have been so upsetting if he had added—but give them a 
drink on me while they are waiting!!  
 
Joining us tonight and welcomed by President Bob was founder member 
Past President Jack Snow— great to have him with us again and I suspect 
it may be the first time he was allowed out after the Past President’s Dinner!! 
 
Host tonight JVP John Fisher and after his grace we were able to tuck into 
our Clubs annual Christmas meal of a very good Cauliflower & Stilton soup, then Roast Turkey 
with stuffing, a snorker wrapped in bacon, roast potatoes, carrots (of course and everybody's fa-
vourite(!!!!!!!!!!!!!) spouts ! Followed by a pudding and the hotel supplied each of us with a glass of 
wine which is a very nice and fully appreciated touch. 

 
Some Rotarians (and I must say it’s al-
ways the same ones each year) actually 
put the silly paper hats on from the crack-
ers and looked very sweet, thereby add-
ing to the Christmas spirit of the meeting. 
 

Our speaker, a colleague of J.V.P. John Fisher was Lawrence Brown a  former weights and 
measures inspector this evolved into today's trading standards office, he has 
now retired from this and is now involved in sniffing out copyright problems. 
However Lawrence's first job in weights and measures was at the age of 16 
when he had to look into ‘the coal scam’, which involved the supply of coal in 
open sacks which would then have a few knobs removed from each one 
which would be put into a spare sack and make up the profit so he was out on 
the coal reweigh team. There was also another coal scam which was known  
as the belly weigh where the guy weighing the coal would actually rest his 
rather large beer belly on the scales plate and force it down a bit to give short weight to the cus-
tomers. 
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In the pub game the scam there was the optics were filled with lower proof cheap supermar-
ket gin instead of the more expensive Gordon's or Beefeaters (which at that time was much 
higher in % of alcohol) and the inspectors would surreptitiously pour the drink into a glass in 
their inside pocket to have it analysed but then later they had to drink it to stop it going to 
waste! Another barman used to have the glasses standing upended on a tray of Gin – he 
would then take the glass and top it with tonic, lemon and ice, of course the first taste was 
mostly gin and from then on the customer would think they had a strong drink but of course 
it wasn't at all!  
Another scam was at the time of import and the Dockers would empty a bottle of sprits into 
their vacuum flasksto take home,  then smash the bottle and claim it broke in transit, when 
that was found out they used to take the bottles out and smash some into the case to claim 
that the whole case was smashed—they were caught out when customs actually weighed 
the glass left behind and found it wasn't heavy enough to have been a whole case load of 
bottles.  
Another scam more recently, was a scratch card one, for if you managed to match 7 snow-
men, then you were a winner and would receive a jewellery prize to the value of between 
£15 to £150.00 however every card had seven snowmen on and everyone was  a winner 
but their prize of jewellery was worth approximately £3.00.  
Yet another that affected a lot of people was the off airport parking scam where you paid to 
have your car looked after whilst you were out of the country but whilst you were away they 
actually hired your car out  - and this only came to light when someone went to collect their 
car after a holiday and were informed that it hadn't come back in from the rental yet!  
A crematorium employee who after the ashes of the dearly departed had been scattered 
sold the jars back to the funeral director for 50pence each which the FD then charged out at 
£5.00 again! Even more bizarre or upsetting, the crematorium operator who sold the coffins 
back to the funeral director after he had removed the deceased from it to be cremated with-
out the box!!!!!!(I don't think this was Swindon though!) 
A great speaker who gelled brilliantly with all of us and a good vote of thanks from our JVP 
John who is working again next week as the Toastmaster/host  at the Christmas party and 
our Celebration of 30 years since charter. 
 
As many of you will know, we did not have a J.V.P. elected to follow 
John Fisher  but Golds  (wearing his Christmas tie) was delighted to 
announce that we have a volunteer ready, willing, keen and able to 
fill the position ———- none other that our incumbent President 
Bob for as he said, he will not be able to achieve all he wants too 
this year – and he had actually jumped forward a year when Brian 
had to step down and both he and Glen want to do it again espe-
cially with the knowledge they have gained this year — Good on yuh 
Bob, we look forward to doing it with you!  
 
PP Peter Collis updated us on the float and announced that we had col-
lected around £1-1500.00 so far this year so we felt our efforts in the cold 
air has been worth it so far. (- but Pete do look at this picture and smile next 
time!) 
 
Finally PP Fred Child won the weekly swindle and went home with loads of 
loot (Rita, it was more than enough for a new dress I think! Ho ho ho! 
that’s just my spirit of Christmas) and look in the picture do you think 
that Rtn Barbara is admiring Fred or the loot! 
 
Finally I look forward very much to sharing next Tuesday 
evening with you—I know it will be a fun filled dinner party 
with that Swindon Thamesdown Magic—see you there 
Golds! 
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Do you ever worry about the NHS at all?   
 
You should -These are sentences actually typed by Medical secretaries in NHS Greater 
Glasgow  
 
1. The patient has no previous history of suicides.  
2. Patient has left her white blood cells at another hospital.  
3. Patient's medical history has been remarkably insignificant with only a 40 pound weight gain 
in the past three days.  
4. She has no rigors or shaking chills, but her husband states she was very hot in bed last night.  
5. Patient has chest pain if she lies on her left side for over a year.  
6. On the second day the knee was better and on the third day it disappeared.  
7. The patient is tearful and crying constantly. She also appears to be depressed.  
8. The patient has been depressed since she began seeing me in 1993.  
9. Discharge status:-      Alive, but without my permission.  
10. Healthy appearing decrepit 69-year old male, mentally alert, but forgetful.  
11. Patient had waffles for breakfast and anorexia for lunch.  
12. She is numb from her toes down.  
13. While in ER, she was examined,  x-rated and sent home.  
14. The skin was moist and dry.  
15. Occasional, constant infrequent headaches.  
16. Patient was alert and unresponsive.  
17. Rectal examination revealed a normal size thyroid.  
18. She stated that she had been constipated for most of her life until she got a divorce.  
19. I saw your patient today, who is still under our care for physical therapy.  
20. Both breasts are equal and reactive to light and accommodation.  
21 Examination of genitalia reveals that he is circus sized.  
22. The lab test indicated abnormal lover function.  
23. Skin: somewhat pale, but present.  
24. The pelvic exam will be done later on the floor.  
25. Large brown stool ambulating in the hall.  
26. Patient has two teenage children, but no other abnormalities  
.27. When she fainted, her eyes rolled around the room.  
28. The patient was in his usual state of good health until his airplane ran out of fuel and 
crashed.  
29. Between you and me, we ought to be able to get this lady pregnant.  
30. She slipped on the ice and apparently her legs went in separate directions in early December.  
31. Patient was seen in consultation by Dr. Smith, who felt we should sit on the abdomen and I 
agree.  
32. The patient was to have a bowel resection.  However, he took a job as a stock broker instead.  
33. By the time he was admitted, his rapid heart had stopped, and he was feeling better. 
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IRISH MEDICAL DICTIONARY:   
Artery......................... The study of painti ngs  
Bacteria....................... Back door to cafete ria  
Barium......................... What doctors do whe n patients die  
Benign......................... What you be, after you be eight  
Caesarean Section.............. A neighbourhood in Rome  
Catscan........................ Searching for Kitty   
Cauterize...................... Made eye contact wi th her  
Colic.......................... A sheep dog  
Coma........................... A punctuation mark  
Dilate......................... To live long  
Enema.......................... Not a friend  
Fester......................... Quicker than someon e else  
Fibula......................... A small lie  
Impotent....................... Distinguished, well  known  
Labour Pain..................... Getting hurt at wo rk  
Medical Staff.................. A Doctor's cane  
Morbid......................... A higher offer  
Nitrates....................... Cheaper than day ra tes  
Node........................... I knew it  
Outpatient..................... A person who has fa inted  
Pelvis......................... Second cousin to El vis  
Post Operative................. A letter carrier  
Recovery Room.................. Place to do upholst ery  
Rectum......................... Nearly killed him  
Secretion...................... Hiding something  
Seizure........................ Roman emperor  
Tablet......................... A small table  
Terminal Illness............... Getting sick at the  airport  
Tumour......................... One plus one more  
Urine.......................... Opposite of you're out  
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You could save a life. 
A stroke is a brain attack, caused by blood being cut off to the brain. 

It's the UK's third biggest killer and leaves many more people severely disabled.  
But emergency treatment can make all the difference. 

In just a minute of your time learn how to spot the warning signs.  

If you suspect a stroke, call 999 immediately. 

The Face, Arm, Speech, Time test (FAST) is used and recommended by paramedics and The Stroke Associa-
tion. 

Learn FAST. 
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F A S T 
Face weakness  

Can the person smile? 
Has their mouth or either 

eye dropped? 

Arm weakness 
Can the person raise both 

arms? 

Speech problems  
Can the person speak clearly 

and understand what you say? 

Time to call 999 
Any one of these symp-
toms could indicate a 

stroke. 


