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::3. What a Swell-egant—Elegant (Christmas) Party It WAS!!! :g.
ff'? «
Our Christmas Party and celebration of 30 years of Charter was the 2008 event to be seen at with- ff‘
i~out a doubt and even the male Rotarians scrubbed up well!! ’f:}.
’“ThIS issue | will mostly let the pictures speak for themselves as nearly all of you were there so you &

':know what went on but | did promise you a dinner party with friends and a touch of proper Rotary ¢
i* to wash it down and that’s just what it was. Thank you to everyone for the nice comments on the %

f‘m»event (I even had one from RTN PETER TREASURE!!) :}.
«ltwas a joy to have three founder members and their lovely ladies with us for without them we o
f:w vcould not have been there! Namely Hon Members P.P. Les & Margaret Parsons P.P. Peter & "'Z
ff,‘;Valerle Woodward and still a current member P.P. Phil & Maureen Skelton. 154

r':tGratefuI thanks to our great Toastmaster JVP John Fisher for a job well done and with the right ".}.
sobits of humour. We also enjoyed the humour of Rtn Doug Marshall who on reaching the lectern ~

':Was busy opening a Christmas card pretending he had tonight's nominees in it, but his rendition of "'Z
% the Object of Rotary was faultless, except that he had obviously been coached by PP Andrew ol
FWhltmg and read out the numbers as well just Andrew does! “%

«~lt was superb to see our fourth Rotarian of this Rotary Year Hannif Robbani * induced into our club z”i"
ﬁu (*as the term evidently now is!) We look forward to enjoying both he and his wife Marla’s company {v?

@ in both our Rotary and personal lives. &
: The Past President’s ‘I remember’ slots were excellent and considering their ages | think you all z:;.
¢cremembered very well! Also thank you to P.P. Fred for the bribe to read yours out, as you were by
¢vabsent with a runny nose, | can assure you that the Toastmaster didn't keep the £10 and did put it ¢
Winto the Chernobyl pot which with all the fines of the night | believe all together raised around t‘:
= £60 00—so well done our evil little Treasure and his Henchman Nigel, boo, hiss, boo! - gosh its ‘*%
mturnlng into a Christmas Pantomime (n.b. we must always have Past District Governor Peter zrg"

Hayman at our events as he so enjoys being fined and is so generous!!!!! Y

@LOUI’ Assistant District Governor Alan Cross  did a great summation on the club and its history,
© we all feel like he is an extra member of our club for when he comes to us he fits in so well, unlike %
"%some we have had in the past - whoops | never said that! - however it is always a pleasure to "
¢have Alan and his wife Jean with us. o~
t"?l must also mention that the President did a great job as did the Senior Vice with his response to

the A.D.G. and report that our Membership Chair was actually at one point lost for words!'—but o

t=hey, that's show business! Py
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Hon Secretary Richard Goddard gave the following ad  dress in response to Gins up-
date on the C.C.I.N. which | am very pleased to inc  lude here;

Pres Bob, fellow Rotarians and guests, | have been asked to give this vote of thanks mainly
because Sally and | are also members of Chernobyl Childrens Lifeline.

| have been involved with Service Organisations for over 30 years and during that time
have encountered many charities and needy causes.

During those 30 plus years, | have met a lot of people who ‘head-up’ or are in charge of
charities and | have to say that Gin, who is chairperson of the Chernobyl Childrens Lifeline,
is certainly in a class of her own.

I have never encountered such a person who is so dedicated to their cause.

As many of you know, Sally and | have hosted children from Belarus and we are having
two more to stay with us over Christmas, so from an insiders point of view we can see how
much time and effort Gin is putting into this cause and the organisation of these visits: it is
enormous.

Every day she will put in a full days work for the charity, 6 to 7 hours, which | would add
she does on a voluntary basis and without any pay, and then spend additional time in the
evening and at week-ends as well, all this whilst not ignoring the needs of her own family.
Whether it is battling with the Belarussian Embassy, sorting out immense reams of paper-
work or addressing the many problems that these visits create, Gin is always enthusiastic in
the task. If she encounters obstinate red tape, | can tell you it's like waving a red rag at a
bull ! You don’t mess with this Lady !

When you hear the plight of some of these children, it is heart renching and tear jerking,
their situation and condition beggars belief that in today’s western society, children are be-
ing brought up in such circumstances, the sad fact is that the world has forgotten Cherno-
byl, its legacy and the appalling aftermath it has left for the people who live there.

Gin, thank you for yet another interesting insight and up-date into the workings of CCLL.

Ladies and gentlemen could | ask you to show your appreciation in the usual way.

Richard then went on to say;

As many of you know, In Rotary we sometimes recognise the efforts of non-Rotarians
whose services to society embodies the Rotary Ideal and Ethos. Over the past few years
Gin McGiffin has shown immense dedication, devotion and determination in the cause of
these children, this Lady has put Service above Self, she has created Humanity in Motion
and she has also made Dreams Real for many, many children and their families.

It is therefore my pleasure to call upon President Bob to present a Rotary Vocational
Service Award to Gin McGiffin  for all her efforts;

Kaysha and Lewis , you should be extremely proud of your Mum.







