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 After grace PP John Flanagan explained this was to be a fun evening celebrating ‘Rabbie 
Burns’ Scotlands national Bard. 
 
 The host PP Mike Slipper provided an introduction by summarising the 
life of the Bard. 
Rabbie Burns born in 1759 was the son of a poor tenant farmer but was 
actually tutored and became well read. Three things dominated his 
life..poetry, scotch and women thus making him a good person to be a 
Rotarian! 
When his father died in 1784 Robert and his brother became partners in 

the farm but poetry as opposed to ploughing was his passion and having some misadven-
tures with the ladies planned to escape to the W Indies. His first collection of poems was 
published to much acclaim and coupling this with parenthood made him stay in Scotland and 
he became the ‘Ploughman's Poet’ To supplement his meagre income from poetry he took up a job as an ex-
ciseman…collecting taxes! 
Rabbie died aged 37 of heart disease and on the anniversary of his birth, 25 January, Scots celebrate Robert 
Burns with a supper where they address the haggis, the ladies and whisky. 
 
 To the music ‘The Flower of Scotland’ the haggis was brought in. JVP John Fisher recited 
the Selkirk Grace……..Some hae meat and cannot eat 
                                     Some cannot eat that want it 

            But we hae meat and we can eat 
            Sae let the Lord be thankit. 
 
 PP Alan Jeffries recited the ‘Ode to the Mouse’ 
(Wee timorous beastie) 
 
 
 
             Following the meal a S.G.M. was held to elect the 2009-2010  
            Junior Vice President - President Bob Barrett was elected unanimously. 
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 Rtn  Nigel Causten was our speaker giving Rotarians an insight into his life and work. Mar-
ried to Julie his childhood sweetheart, Nigel has spent virtually all his life in Swindon and 
has worked within the printing industry for two companies. .Borough Press and Europrint. 
His passion is football, and is a Man U supporter. 
In giving the Club’s vote of thanks Mike suggested an outside visit to Europrint would be 

truly interesting . 
 
Following Nigel was a whisky tasting competition won by …who knows’??? 
The whisky was obtained by our Secretary good old Richard  

 
  
Dates of note…17 th February…Partners Evening 
                          3rd March……..Guests Invited Evening 
 
 

Thanks Mike for this report—another one that hit my pc only a few hours from the end of the meeting — just goes 
to show how good our past presidents are at getting ‘stuff’ done! Golds! 
 
I have to add one or two things here; Our Menu had a real Scottish flavour with a started of Haggis ‘neeps and 
tatas’ followed by a cock a leaky pie—whoops sorry that’s cock a leekie pie! (with chips but the slimming type!) 
 
The President informed me he was eating salad (as his wife reads this Moonraker and this meal would not be 
on his diet list) - but his meal looked very much like ours! 
 
Mike and I were in the car driven by sometimes Sergeant at Arms Peter Treasure when he almost cost us a 
President by running Bob over at the entrance to the hotel—on top of this he was too lazy or was it too far gone 
on the whisky to be able to fine anyone this evening—his excuse was to claim of not being able to be witty all the 
time — (this was endorsed by the whole assembly)– fortunately Rose turned up to drive Mike & I home to Okus 
so he couldn't refuse me passage and he has to be good to me now as I am the nominated driver next week!  
 
Someone who wishes to remain anonymous claimed that he had seen Peter Treasure at the Highland Games 
with a caber and he proved to be a real little thrower! He he! 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As many of you will not have seen this in the Swindon Adver I copy it here with an Email from Gin which followed  
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Thanks Bob for giving me a call and letting me know, as you guessed I was somewhere the mobile should 
have been off, but never mind! 
 
 Thank you for the article, I have said many times to many people, just like yourselves,  I do not do what I do 
for thanks from anyone, just to know what help it gives to the children is enough for me but I am very grateful 
and honoured for your recognition. 
 
 I have taken on yet another mission…. At conference last weekend the President of Children In Trouble ap-
pealed for a Link to take a group of boys from the cancer hospital in Minsk for 4 weeks, a Dr will travel with 
them and carry their life saving drugs, but these boys have been in hospital for two or in some cases three 
years undergoing cancer treatment, some maybe in early remission but for some that day will not arrive. The 
President was appealing for someone who could not only offer fresh air and uncontaminated food but most 
of all, the emotional and psychological boost these boys need to hopefully win their battle against cancer. 
The power of the mind with such a disease is a remarkable thing. Why boys??? Charities in the past have 
taken many girls and respite homes in Belarus are much easier to find for girls, which is very sad as statisti-
cally childhood cancer in Belarus affects twice as many boys than girls…… I just need the support now to 
make this happen, or my house is going to be very over crowded April/May!!! 
 
 See you all soon Gin x   
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Ronald Reagan (guess these are better that the Bush’isms!) now we gotta wait for some 
Obama’isms! 
'Here's my strategy on the Cold War: We win, they lose. '  
- Ronald Reagan  
 'The most terrifying words in the English language are: I' m from the government and I' m here to 
help. '  
  - Ronald Reagan  
 'The trouble with our liberal friends is not that they’re ignorant; it’s just that they know so much that 
isn't so. '  
- Ronald Reagan  
'Of the four wars in my lifetime, none came about because the U.S. Was too strong. '  
 - Ronald Reagan  
'I have wondered at times about what the Ten Commandments would have looked like if Moses 
had run them through the U.S. Congress. '  
   Ronald Reagan  
  'The taxpayer: That' s someone who works for the federal government but doesn' t have to take 
the civil service examination. '  
 - Ronald Reagan  
 'Government is like a baby: An alimentary canal with a big appetite at one end and no sense of 
responsibility at the other. '  
- Ronald Reagan  
  'The nearest thing to eternal life we will ever see on this earth is a government program. '  
- Ronald Reagan  
 'It has been said that politics is the second oldest profession. I have learned that it bears a striking 
resemblance to the first. '  
  - Ronald Reagan  
 'Government's view of the economy could be summed up in a few short phrases: If it moves, tax 
it. If it keeps moving, regulate it. And if it stops moving, subsidize it. '  
- Ronald Reagan  
'Politics is not a bad profession. If you succeed, there are many rewards; if you disgrace yourself, 
you can always write a book. '  
- Ronald Reagan  
 'No arsenal, or no weapon in the arsenals of the world, is as formidable as the will and moral cour-
age of free men and women. '  
- Ronald Reagan  
'If we ever forget that we' re one nation under God, then we will be a nation gone under. '  
 - Ronald Reagan 
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Well Ok, I couldn't resist it —- now follows some Bush-isms if you’ve heard ‘em before they are worth 
reading again — enjoy —— 
 

These sent to me by an American who I guess must remain nameless—you will understand 
why after to you read them as she may be put in Guantanimo(?) Bay otherwise! 

President George ‘dub-yuh’ Bush says; 
They misunderestimated me." 

Bentonville, Arkansas, 6 November, 2000 

''I know what I believe. I will continue to articulate what I believe and what I believe - I believe what I believe is 
right." Rome, 22 July, 2001 

"There's an old saying in Tennessee - I know it's in Texas, probably in Tennessee - that says, fool me once, 
shame on... shame on you. Fool me - you can't get fooled again." Nashville, Tennessee, 17 September, 2002 
 
"There's no question that the minute I got elected, the storm clouds on the horizon were getting nearly di-
rectly overhead." Washington DC, 11 May, 2001 
 
"I want to thank my friend, Senator Bill Frist, for  joining us today. He married a Texas girl, I want you to 
know. Karyn is with us. A West Texas girl, just like me." Nashville, Tennessee, 27 May, 2004 
 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS  

"For a century and a half now, America and Japan have formed one of the great and enduring alliances of 
modern times." Tokyo, 18 February, 2002 
"The war on terror involves Saddam Hussein because of the nature of Saddam Hussein, the history of Sad-
dam Hussein, and his willingness to terrorise himself." Grand Rapids, Michigan, 29 January, 2003 
 
"Our enemies are innovative and resourceful, and so are we. They never stop thinking about new ways to 
harm our country and our people, and neither do we." Washington DC, 5 August, 2004 

 
"I think war is a dangerous place." Washington DC, 7 May, 2003 

 
"The ambassador and the general were briefing me on the - the vast majority of Iraqis want to live in a 
peaceful, free world. And we will find these people and we will bring them to justice." Washington DC, 27 
October, 2003 
"Free societies are hopeful societies. And free societies will be allies against these hateful few who have no 
conscience, who kill at the whim of a hat." Washington DC, 17 September, 2004 
 
"You know, one of the hardest parts of my job is to connect Iraq to the war on terror." 
CBS News, Washington DC, 6 September, 2006 
 
EDUCATION  

"Rarely is the question asked: Is our children learning?" Florence, South Carolina, 11 January, 2000 
"Reading is the basics for all learning." Reston, Virginia, 28 March, 2000 
"As governor of Texas, I have set high standards for our public schools, and I have met those standards." 
CNN, 30 August, 2000 
"You teach a child to read, and he or her will be able to pass a literacy test.'' Townsend, Tennessee, 21 Feb-
ruary, 2001 
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ECONOMICS 

"I understand small business growth. I was one." New York Daily News, 19 February, 2000 
"It's clearly a budget. It's got a lot of numbers in it." Reuters, 5 May, 2000 
"I do remain confident in Linda. She'll make a fine Labour Secretary. From what I've read in 
the press accounts, she's perfectly qualified." Austin, Texas, 8 January, 2001 
"First, let me make it very clear, poor people aren't necessarily killers. Just because you hap-
pen to be not rich doesn't mean you're willing to kill." Washington DC, 19 May, 2003 
 
HEALTHCARE  

"I don't think we need to be subliminable about the differences between our views on prescrip-
tion drugs." Orlando, Florida, 12 September, 2000 
"Too many good docs are getting out of the business. Too many OB/GYN's aren't able to prac-
tice their love with women all across the country." Poplar Bluff, Missouri, 6 September, 2004 
 
TECHNOLOGY  

"Will the highways on the internet become more few?" Concord, New Hampshire, 29 January, 
2000 
"It would be a mistake for the United States Senate to allow any kind of human cloning to 
come out of that chamber." Washington DC, 10 April, 2002 
"Information is moving. You know, nightly news is one way, of course, but it's also moving 
through the blogosphere and through the Internets." Washington DC, 2 May, 2007 
 
OUT OF LEFT FIELD  

"I know the human being and fish can coexist peacefully." Saginaw, Michigan, 29 September, 
2000 
"Families is where our nation finds hope, where wings take dream." LaCrosse, Wisconsin, 18 
October, 2000 
"Those who enter the country illegally violate the law." Tucson, Arizona, 28 November, 2005 
"That's George Washington, the first president, of course. The interesting thing about him is 
that I read three - three or four books about him last year. Isn't that interesting?" Speaking to 
reporter Kai Diekmann, Washington DC, 5 May, 2006 
 
ON GOVERNING 

"I have a different vision of leadership. A leadership is someone who brings people together." 
Bartlett, Tennessee, 18 August, 2000 
"I'm the decider, and I decide what is best." Washington DC, 18 April, 2006 
"And truth of the matter is, a lot of reports in Washington are never read by anybody. To show 
you how important this one is, I read it, and [Tony Blair] read it." On the publication of the 
Baker-Hamilton Report, Washington DC, 7 December, 2006 
"All I can tell you is when the governor calls, I answer his phone." San Diego, California, 25 Oc-
tober, 2007 

  
 

Finally the truth!  
"I'll be long gone before some smart person ever figures out what happened inside this 
Oval Office."  
Washington DC, 12 May, 2008 
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Peter, I think this is your humour !!! 

 
regards 

 
Richard (Goddard our Hon Sec,) 

_______________________________ 
   

These sentences actually appeared in church bulletins: 
 

1. The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals. 
   

2. The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water.' The 
sermon tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.' 

 
3. Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get 

rid of those things not worth keeping around the house. Bring 
your husbands. 

   
4. Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help. 

   
5. Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again,' 

giving obvious pleasure to the congregation. 
   

6. For those of you who have children and don't know it, we 
have a nursery downstairs. 

   
7. Next Thursday there will be auditions for the choir. They 

need all the help they can get. 
   

9. Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 
24 in the church. So ends a friendship that began in their 

school days. 
   

10. At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 
'What Is Hell?' Come early and listen to our choir practice. 

   
11. Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the 

addition of several new members and to the deterioration of 
some older ones. 

   
12. Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles and other items 

to be recycled. Proceeds will be used to cripple children. 
   

13. Please place your donation in the envelope along with the 
deceased person you want remembered. 

   
14. The church will host an evening of fine dining, super 

entertainment and gracious hostility. 
 

15. Open supper on Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and medica-
tion to follow. 

   
16. The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every 

kind. They may be seen in the basement on Friday afternoon. 
 

17. This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in the 
park across from the Church. Bring a blanket and come pre-

pared to sin. 
   

18. Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning at 10 
AM. All ladies are invited to lunch in the Fellowship Hall 

after the B.S. is done. 
   

20. The minister would appreciate it if the ladies of the Con-
gregation would lend him their electric girdles for the pan-

cake breakfast next Sunday. 
 

21. Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 
PM. Please use the back door. 

 
22. The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's 

Hamlet in the Church basement Friday at 7 PM. The congre-
gation is invited to attend this tragedy. 

 
23. Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyte-

rian Church. Please use large double door at the side en-
trance. 

 
24. The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new cam-
paign slogan last Sunday: 'I Upped My Pledge - Up Yours'. 

   
Richard you are sooooo right these reeeeely are my sense of 
humour!  I loved ’em.   Thanks! 
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