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By email to all members of Swindon Thamesdown Rotary Club, Foothill Highlands Rotary Club, Tappahannock Rotary 
Clubs and by Snail-mail to Hon, Members of Swindon Thamesdown and now available on our website at;  

http://www.rotaryclubofswindonthamesdown.org.uk/ 
The comments expressed in this newsletter, if not credited to someone else, are the thoughts & opinions of the Editor and therefore may 

not be the opinions of all the members of the Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown.  

 T h e R o ta ry  C lu b  o f S w in d o n  T h a m e sd o w n  

‘T h e  M o o n ra k e r ’  
D istr ic t  1 1 0 0  E n g la n d          “ keep in g  m em b ers  in  to u ch ! ”  

   
 
 
 
 
 

I ssu e  37    th   J u * *  2 0 0 8 

Issue 65 - Volume 3 and Number 05 of this Rotary Ye ar 

 

 

President Bob Barrett 
2008/09  

Meeting 3rd February 2009 
 Host:   (and report from) Peter Treasure 
 Apologies:  Tony Horn, Andy Tapper, Peter Johnson Mike Slipper, Andrew Whiting, Fred Childs and 
Steve Davidson. 
 
 Good soup followed by Chicken Pie and Veg (President Bob of course had a salad ha ha!) 
 
Secretary:  had no correspondence to report 
Treasurers Report : 

      Charity Account: £XXXXXX 
            Club Account: £XXXXXX 
Club Service:  

17th February:  Partners Night 
3rd March:  Council at 6.15pm then Guest Night. Members Please bring a guest. 
18th April:  George White Open Days - Fund raising and Fellowship 
25th April:  Sporting Dinner!!!! 
13th June:   Walkley Walk 
24th July:   Walk Money Presentation Evening 
25th July:   Kids Out 
The Clubs Bus project for the Belarus folk needs to raise £XXXXX  matching grant being pur-
sued. 

Fund Raising  
20th May: Golf Day Ogbourne Downs 

Membership:  
Please bring a prospective member for the 3rd July  
No actually Pete’ ITS 3rd MARCH! 

Foundation:  
Possible French Evening to be arranged? 

 

 

  

Editor; Past President  
Peter Goldsworthy P.H.F. 

Editor of the year 2007 
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A.O.B:  
Richard Goddard has now fully registered the club for Gift AidThe Club has agreed to top up 
the £XXX already collected for Help for Hero’s  to £XXXX. 
For supplying manpower with the Christmas float also agreed  
C.C.I.N. £XXXX from Christmas Float monies. 
  Scouts £XXXX from Christmas Float monies. 
 

Rtn, Barbara visited Bangkok Rotary Club whilst attending her son’s wedding and brings greeting and 
a banner. 

(See separate report page 3) 
 Hope this is OK Peter (G) ….. Yes thank you Rose, what would he do without you!! 
 
  
 n.b. I changed all amounts above to £XXX as this epistle becomes public property when placed on the web-
site - Golds! 

 
 
Surprise Dinning at the Goldsworthys Sunday lunchtime (well from around 1.00pm to around 
8.00pm at the table) what a lovely way to spend an afternoon with good friends, good food and good 
wine—as you will see in the pictures the Barrett’s the Skelton’s Flanagan’s and the Golds (three 
past Presidents and the current President!) If you don't participate in the surprise dining extravaganza 
then I gotta say you miss a great deal especially in getting to know more about what makes your fel-
low Rotarians and their partners ‘tick’ - Oh you really do!!!   
However as we have had very successful events in the drawing of groups I think we should be keep-
ing a record of who has been with whom, so that we can get all be with new folk as we will get to know 
even more and mix folk up even more.  
The opinion of all our group was that we really had all had a great time hic! Pardon me!! 
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BARBARA AND  ALAN GOULDING’S  VISTIT TO BANGKOK ROTARY CLUB  29’”  JAN 
 
 For those of you who have already been to Bangkok it will come as no 
surprise that there are at least 47 different Rotary Clubs in the city. 
 
For Clubs that meet at lunchtime its essential that meetings are held as 
close to work as possible as it can take hours to negotiate the traffic. 
 
 The closest Rotary Club to where we were staying that held its meet-
ings in English met at The Grand Hyatt Frawan on a Thursday at 12.15 
p.m. 
 
 We arrived in plenty of time to be shown into The Grand Ballroom. 
There was a side table groaning under the weight of wine bottles. We 
were offered a glass (or two) of wine . They are so used to visitors that 
all the books were spread out on a table ready for Visitors to sign. Eve-
ryone was very friendly. There are 19 different nationalities and 90 members (quite a few ladies one of whom was last year’s 
President). 
 
 Then we were asked to sit down at the tables that were laid out as if for a banquet with printed menus and beautiful flowers 
with a gold tablecloth. 
 
 Alan and I were then asked to go to the top table and exchange banners and also explain how a husband and wife happen 
to be Rotarians but of different clubs. We had photos taken which should be on the website by this Thursday. 
 
 According to Alan the format of the meeting was the same as at Swindon Rotary. However, the venue was certainly nothing 
like The Kings !!!!!! The Speaker was Gabrielle von Reding from The Lotus Flower Foundation talking about child abuse is-
sues in Thailand. 
 
 I sat next to a very charming gentleman who invited us to stay at his house on the outskirts of Bangkok. Unfortunately we 
were leaving for the U.K the next day so could not take up his kind offer. When he left after the meeting, the Japanese gentle-
man sitting nearby asked me if I knew who I had been speaking to. I said “not really”. I was then told he was married to King 
Rama V’s daughter. For those of you who might be impressed I must just add that King Rama IV had 57 wives and over 100 
children !!!!!!!!!!!!- And some of you think that one wife is more than enough. 
 
Thanks Barbara great to share this—I’m sure we will soon have wine supplied at Rotary meals if John Flanagan has his 
way—but the meal cost may go up!!  
  
The editor welcomes all members views of visits to other Rotary clubs for inclusion in the Moonraker s o please fol-

low Barbaras lead! 
 

Support The Swindon Thamesdown Rotary Vocational Aw ard Winner Gin 
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Now onto something lighter  
this one may be a tad rude but it’s very funny! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is so true! They always ask at the doctor's office why you are 
there, and you have to answer in front of others what's wrong and 
sometimes it is embarrassing. There's nothing worse than a Doctor's  
Receptionist who insists you tell her what is wrong with you in a 
room of other patients. I know most of us have experienced this,  
and I love the way this old guy handled it: 

An 86 year old man walked into a crowded waiting room and  
approached the desk.... The Receptionist said, "Yes sir, what are you 
seeing the Doctor for today?"  

"There's something wrong with my dick", he replied.  

The receptionist became irritated and said, "You shouldn't come 
into a crowded waiting room and say things like that."  

"Why not? You asked me what was wrong and I told you," he said. 

The Receptionist replied; "Now you've caused some embarrassment 
in this room full of people. You should have said there is something  
wrong with your ear or something, and discussed the problem fur-
ther  

The man replied, "You shouldn't ask people questions in a room full  
of strangers, if the answer could embarrass anyone."  

The man walked out, waited several minutes and then re-entered. 

The Receptionist smiled smugly and asked, "Yes??" 

"There's something wrong with my ear", he stated.  

The Receptionist nodded approvingly and smiled, knowing he had 
taken her advice. "And what is wrong with your ear, Sir??"  

"I can't piss out of it," he replied.  

The waiting room erupted in laughter. 

Mess with seniors and you're gonna lose!  

Tommy Cooper Jokes  
 
Two Aerials meet on a roof - fall in love - get 
married 
The ceremony was rubbish but the Reception 
was Brilliant. 
 
Man goes to the docs, with a strawberry growing 
out of his head. 
Doc says, 'I'll give you some cream to put on it.' 
 
'Doc, I can't stop singing the green green grass 
of home.' 
'That sounds like Tom Jones syndrome.' 
'Is it common?' ---- 'It's not unusual.' 
 

 
A man takes his Rottweiler to the vet. 
'My dog's cross-eyed, is there anything you 
can do for him?' 
'Well,' says the vet, 'let's have a look at him' 
So he picks the dog up and examines his 
eyes, then checks his teeth. 
Finally, he says, 'I'm going to have to put 
him down.' 
'What? Because he's cross-eyed? ' 
'No, because he's really heavy' 
 
'Doctor, I can't pronounce my F's, T's and 
H's.' 
'Well you can't say fairer than that then' 
 
 
Two elephants walk off a cliff...... boom 
boom! 
 
So I went to the dentist. 
He said 'Say Aaah.' 
I said 'Why?' 
He said 'My dog's died.' 
 
So I got home, and the phone was ringing. I 
picked it up, and said 
'Who's speaking please?'    And a voice said 
'You are.' 
 
So I rang up my local swimming baths. I said 
'Is that the local swimming baths?' 
He said 'It depends where you're calling 
from.' 
So I rang up a local building firm, I said 'I 
want a skip outside my house.' 
He said 'I'm not stopping you.' 
 
Apparently, 1 in 5 people in the world are 
Chinese. And there are 5 
people in my family, so it must be one of 
them. 
It's either my mum or my dad. Or my older 
brother Colin. 
Or my younger brother Ho-Cha-Chu. 
But I think it's Colin. 
 
 
So I was in my car, and I was driving along, 
and my boss rang up, and he 
said 'You've been promoted.' And I swerved. 
And then he rang up a second time and said 
'You've been promoted again.' 
And I swerved again. He rang up a third time 
and said 'You're managing director.' And I 
went into a tree. 
And a policeman came up and said 'What 
happened to you?' 
And I said 'I careered off the road.' 
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Now, most dentists' chairs go up and down, don't 
they? 
The one I was in went back and forwards. 
I thought 'This is unusual'. 
And the dentist said to me 
'Mr. Cooper, get out of the filing cabinet.' 
 
So I was getting into my car, and this bloke says to 
me 'Can you give 
me a lift?' 
I said 'Sure, you look great, the world's your oyster, 
go for it.' 
 
Two cannibals eating a clown. One says to the 
other 
'Does this taste funny to you?' 
 
Police arrested two kids yesterday, one was drink-
ing battery acid, and 
the other was eating fireworks. 
They charged one and let the other one off. 
 
You know, somebody actually complimented me 
on my driving today. 
They left a little note on the windscreen; it said 
'Parking Fine.' 
So that was nice. 
 
A man walked into the doctors, The doctor said 'I 
haven't seen you in a long time' 
The man replied, 'I know I've been ill' 
 
A man walked into the doctors, he said 'I've hurt 
my arm in several places' 
The doctor said, 'well don't go to those places' 
 
 

I had a ploughman's lunch the other day. 
He wasn't very happy. 
 
 
I went to buy some camouflage trousers the other 
day but I couldn't find any. 
 
 
I bought some HP sauce the other day. It's costing 
me 6p a month for the next 2 years. 
 
Two blondes walk into a building..........you'd think 
at least one of them would have seen it. 
 
 
Phone answering machine message - 
'...If you want to buy marijuana.............press the 
hash key...' 
 
I went to the butchers the other day and I bet him 
50 quid that he 
couldn't reach the meat off the top shelf. 
He said, 'No, the steaks are too high.' 
 
My friend drowned in a bowl of muesli. A strong 
currant pulled him in. 
 
A man came round in hospital after a serious acci-
dent. 
He shouted, 'Doctor, doctor, I can't feel my legs!' 
The doctor replied, 'I know you can't, I've cut your 
arms off'. 
 
 
I went to a seafood disco last week...and pulled a 
mussel. 
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WOWIE!!!! 
 
I have just checked our web site hits (visits) from  the start of this 
Presidential year and it is a staggering total of; 

894 visits  
from 92 cities and from 18 different 

Countries 
Well done to President Bob Barret for setting the web site up in its present form 

 
 
Next weeks Club Host is; P.P. Alan Jefferies (who is very fond of dogs) 
he is also P.P. Peter Collis’s little helper with the L.E.C.  
(— look forward to his view of the meeting in the Moonraker next week!!! 
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Whoops!!   

Stop Press Situation Vacant!!! 
Editor wanted for Moonraker  

to cover meetings and happenings  
from Feb 17— 24 and March 3rd  

No Experience necessary  
but p.c. with a s[pell checque a definate advantige !! 


