
1 

 

By email to all members of Swindon Thamesdown Rotary Club, Foothill Highlands Rotary Club, Tappahannock Rotary 
Clubs and by Snail-mail to Hon, Members of Swindon Thamesdown and now available on our website at;  

http://www.rotaryclubofswindonthamesdown.org.uk/ 
The comments expressed in this newsletter, if not credited to someone else, are the thoughts & opinions of the Editor and therefore may 

not be the opinions of all the members of the Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown.  
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President Bob Barrett 
2008/09  

Meeting 10th February 2009 
 
Host PP Alan Jefferies 
 
Guests. Assistant District Governor Alan Cross, Mark Lever (speaker). Paul Tuck (Host's Son 
in Law). 
  
Menu- Mixed Grill with Mushrooms Onions and Fries. Rotarian J Flanagan was present so we should 
have known !! 
  
After Grace by host Alan Jefferies, lines of hungry Rotarians were seen queuing at the serveries to 
put over- large portions on their plates. 
  
After the meal (it's amazing how quickly the meal is through with only one course) President Bob 
called upon the speaker to address the meeting. 
  
Mark Lever, a resident of Wanborough, explained that he is the Chief Executive of the National Au-
tistic Society , a position that he as held for about one year.  
  
He started his career as an accountant in a large partnership in the City but after working up to being 
a full partner he was approached by the WRVS to be their C.E.  He held this position for twelve years 
before being 'head hunted'  by the N.A.S. 
  
Mark then went on to acquaint the club with the condition of autism which covers a wide spectrum 
from being hardly noticeable to a  severe life destroying handicap.   
  
He said that autistic children are often singled out by their problem at school and ,of course when 
children are singled out then they are usually bullied. After films like Rainman, where autistic people 
are depicted as having a particular talent ,many people misinterpret the condition as a blessing. Mark 
told of one mother of an autistic child who was asked what was her son's particular genius and she 
replied "spitting on people in supermarkets !" 
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He went on to describe the work of the society which involved providing six special schools with asso-
ciated day car centres , organising local branches where parents can come together for mutual sup-
port, fund raising at both a national and local level and acting as a pressure group to raise awareness 
of the condition at Westminster and in the country at large.   In fact Mark said that only this morning he 
had been in a meeting with two government ministers putting forward the Society's case. 
  
As may be guessed, bearing in mind his position, Mark was an extremely able and interesting speaker 
and at the end he was asked many questions by the members who quite obviously appreciated his 
erudite talk. 
  
A vote of thanks was given by the host who told the club of the active fund raising done in Wanbor-
ough by Mark and Paul which has benefited both the W.R.V.S. and the N.A.S. as well as giving the 
village some hugely enjoyable events. 
  
A reminder was given by the President that next week was a Partners' Evening and would club mem-
ber tell the attendance officer if they and their partners would be present.  
  
The meeting closed at  five past nine. Truncated by the one course meal.    
 
 Golds adds; 
I was so pleased to chat to visiting Rotarian and  Assistant District Governor Alan Cros s and hear 
that his club Rotary Club of South Cotswolds had inaugurated their Christmas Sleigh (float) this 
Christmas  and taken it on the road, for not only did they collect £2,000.00 in the two 
weeks and this with no advance publicity, they also have a potential new member from 
it who happens to be the postmaster of Shrewsbury. A really good result and we at Swin-
don Thamesdown can accept a pat on the back for sharing our knowledge with them - 
well done to both our clubs then!!! 
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Dad at the Mall 
I took my dad to the mall the other day to buy some new shoes (he is 92).  
We decided to grab a bite at the food court. 
I noticed he was watching a teenager sitting next to him. The teenager had spiked hair in all different 
colors: green, red, orange, and blue.  
My dad kept staring at him. The teenager would look and find him staring every time. 
When the teenager had had enough, he sarcastically asked, 'What's the matter old man, never done 
anything wild in your life?' Knowing my Dad, I quickly swallowed my food so that I would not choke on 
his response, knowing he would have a good one, and in classic style,  he did not bat an eye in his 
response.  
 
 'Got drunk once, and had sex with a peacock. I was just wondering if you  were my son.... 
 
Thanks for this one Phil 
 
 
 
 
 
From Alan Nix 
 
Dear All 
 
Simon Dill visited the LEC while at Lawn Primary School. 

He is now 19 and in recognition of the value he puts on the LEC is taking part in the London Mara-
thon in April. He will be wearing a vest identifying LEC Swindon and our Rotary Club as he runs 
through London.  

L.E.C. Swindon will receive £2500 if he achieves his sponsorship  target. 

 To assist him (and his mum) I have organised a charity  Sports Night on 21st February See attached 
Poster. (on next page) 

 I will be delivering a number of tickets to Tony Horn and Peter Collis. 

PLEASE—Will you encourage the  S.T.R.C. members to support the evening preferably by joining me 
at the Community Centre or if not by recognising Simons effort with a small donation. 

Regards Alan  
 
 
(for newer Members Alan Nix is one of our Past Presidents, is an honorary member of our club, a Paul Harris 
Fellow & was very instrumental in our obtaining an L.E.C. and still continues as one of our trustees of the 
L.E.C.) 
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Botham 

  Olympics  

England 5 Germany 1 
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Charity Event 

  Ryder Cup 

   Programme 

          Selection of great sporting occasions 

   Sue Barker  Sporting Quiz 

                           Interval  
      Cheese and wine Supper included 

               Simon and  John Dill  from the Lawn on preparing 
  for the London Marathon  

  7pm   Saturday 21st February 2009 

    All proceeds in support of  
Life Education  Centres Swindon 
   Charity Number 3913774 

                 Tickets £5 
 
    Available at Lawn Centre Community Cen-
tre 

Wimbledon 

   L ions   
   You may prefer to bring your own favourite bottle and nib-
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Historic Moments -- Rotary's 104th 
anniversary  
Rotary International News -- 4 February 2009  
The first four Rotarians: (left to right) Gustavus 
Loehr, Silvester Schiele, Hiram Shorey, and 
Paul Harris. Rotary Images During the first 
Rotary club meeting on 23 February 1905 in 
Chicago, Paul Harris, Gustavus Loehr, Hiram 
Shorey, and Silvester Schiele met to talk about 
their personal experiences. Harris then unfolded 
his general plan for their club meetings. This 
was the simple beginning of the world’s first 
service club, the Rotary Club of Chicago. It 
was created because of Harris’ wish to capture 
in a professional club the same friendly spirit 
he had felt in the small towns of his youth. The 
Rotary name derived from the early practice of 
rotating meetings among members’ offices.  
Rotarians continue to take pride in their history. 
In honor of that first club, Rotarians have 
preserved its original meeting place, Room 711 
in Chicago’s Unity Building, by re-creating the 
office as it existed in 1905. For several years, 
the Paul Harris 711 Club maintained the room 
as a shrine for visiting Rotarians. In 1989, when 
the building was scheduled to be demolished, 
the club carefully dismantled the office and 
salvaged the interior, including doors and 
radiators. In 1993, the RI Board of Directors set 
aside a permanent home for the restored Room 
711 at RI World Headquarters in the Chicago 
suburb of Evanston.  
For more historical information about Rotary, 
visit Rotary History and Archives or the Rotary 
Global History Fellowship.  

Now the lighter side; 
These great questions and answers are from the days from 
the American 'Hollywood Squares' game show responses 
were spontaneous, not scripted.  
 
Q. Do female frogs croak?  
A. Paul Lynde: If you hold their little heads under water 
long enough.  
 
Q. If you're going to make a parachute jump, at least how 
high should you be?  
A. Charley Weaver: Three days of steady drinking should 
do it.  
 
Q. True or False, a pea can last as long as 5,000 years.  
A. George Gobel: Boy, it sure seems that way sometimes.  
 
Q. You've been having trouble going to sleep. Are you 
probably a man or a woman?  
A. Don Knotts: That's what's been keeping me a wake.  
 
Q. According to Cosmopolitain, if you meet a stranger at a 
party and you think that he is attractive, is it okay to come 
out and ask him if he's married?   
A. Rose Marie: No; wait until morning.  
 
Q. Which of your five senses tends to diminish as you get 
older?  
A. Charley Weaver: My sense of decency.  
 
Q. In Hawaiian, does it take more than three words to say 'I 
Love You'?  
A. Vincent Price : No, you can say it with a pineapple and a 
twenty.  
 
Q. What are 'Do It,' 'I Can Help,' and 'I Can't Get Enough'?  
A. George Gobel: I don't know, but it's coming from the 
next apartment.  
 
Q. As you grow older, do you tend to gesture more or less 
with your hands while talking?  
A. Rose Marie: You ask me one more growing old question 
Peter, and I'll give you a gesture you'll never forget.  
 
Q. Paul, why do Hell's Angels wear leather? 
A. Paul Lynde: Because chiffon wrinkles too easily.  
 
Q. Charley, you've just decided to grow strawberries. Are 
you going to get any during the first year?  
A. Charley Weaver: Of course not, I'm too busy growing 
strawberries.  
 
Q.  In bowling, what's a perfect score?  
A. Rose Marie: Ralph, the pin boy.  
 
Q. It is considered in bad taste to discuss two subjects at 
nudist camps. One is politics, what is the other?  
A. Paul Lynde: Tape measures.  
 
Q. During a tornado, are you safer in the bedroom or in the 
closet?  
A. Rose Marie: Unfortunately Peter, I'm always safe in the 
bedroom.  
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Email to Phil & Maureen from Down Under (more on th is topic too on page 6 ) 
Good morning Mo and Phil  
  
Thank very much you for your concerns.  We appreciate it, and 
it's good to hear from you.   Thankfully we are fine here in this 
part of Queensland.  The fires are roughly 2,000km from us.  It's 
the country's worst disaster in its history and to make things 
worse, they believe arsonists started the initial fire.   Melbourne 
and Adelaide have had a very hot summer with record high tem-
peratures for many weeks, ie in the mid 40 degrees.  It was af-
fecting the players in the The Australian Open Tennis Champion-
ships.  Hence the country in that area was just a tinderbox.  Look-
ing at the statistics today, officially 173 people have died with many more unaccounted for.  Some 900 
homes have been burnt to the ground with several whole towns completely flattened, like a war zone.  
As you say, no doubt you have seen much of it on your TV.  Parts of New South Wales have also 
been affected with fires and it was 49 degrees out in Broken Hill, far western NSW last week.  Equally 
devastating but no deaths, 60% of Queensland is under water with the worst flooding for 30 years and 
some towns the worst in Australia's history.   Here again, the flooding is well north of us in northern 
Queensland where it is tropical with a wet season.  The rain continues to fall in large quantities with no 
let-up forecast.  Unusually, the rains have also gone inland to places west of Mt Isa flooding many re-
mote communities who have been cut off for several weeks now, with their homes under water.  They 
have been under severe drought conditions for years.   The crocs are getting lost and getting in 
amongst the water in the streets.  We don't get crocs this far south..... we get sharks though.   What is 
happening to the world. 
  
Here where we live in what is known as South-East Queensland, some 130km north of Brisbane.  Our 
weather patterns are pretty normal for the time of year.  Nothing extreme .... yet!!!    It's sub-tropical 
and the wet season.  We've had a lot of nice rain and it's all very green and lush.  We get the odd day 
of 30 degrees and above with high humidity (yesterday being 36!) but generally the average is 27 de-
grees and quite pleasant.   We eat outdoors most of the time in the shade of our veranda.  The humid-
ity is the operative word this time of year but we're used to it now. 
  
How are you both?   And how is everyone in Rotary?  Please do share this with your fellow Rotarians 
if you wish and send them our best wishes.  We hear about your snow and have received quite a few 
photos via e-mail of it all, especially from my son in Bristol.  They had it quite bad and my other son 
near Fleet in Hampshire had 9" last weekend.  The Councils seem to have run out of salt and grit.  The 
comparisons are interesting.  
  
We are due to fly over once again this year arriving in Bristol on 14th May and depart on 13th August.  
We are doing another house exchange (the last being at Hamble, Southampton).  This one is in Bris-
tol.  We find it works very well with long term stays and each respects others homes very much.  We 
exchange cars as well.   If you fancy it any time, just let us know??   Before we get to Bristol we will 
have done 10 days in the Lot Region of France sharing a luxury cabin cruiser boat with friends who 
live nearby.  We're just finalising everything and we're looking forward to it.   We fly from Brisbane to 
Singapore, then Heathrow, then straight on a flight to Toulouse.  We're going to be very tired on arri-
val.  We will have 2 days to recover before the boat but a few champagnes and good company, we'll 
soon get over it hopefully!!     
  
My (Mary) daughter-in-law near Fleet is expecting her second child mid April, so we'll be getting in the 
mode of nappy changing and Chris odd jobbing no doubt.  Meanwhile, we keep very well although 
Chris currently has a back problem which has been giving him some issues with work, lifting boxes of 
heavy books etc.  He's still in the library but will be finishing before we travel.  It's been a nice job but 
he's ready to finish now. 
  
Well, I'm rambling but hopefully we'll be able to catch up with you when we're in England.  We won't be 
too far from Swindon and it would be good to catch up.  Attached is a fairly recent photo of us, taken 
New Year at Dicky Beach Surf Club just so you don't forget the Duries in a hurry!    
  
Love from Mary and Chris XX 
For our newer members Chris is a past member of thi s club and was very active with Founda-
tion as  a District Officer and they are now living  in Oz where PP Alan Jefferies & Gill have vis-
ited them. 
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Next weeks Club Host is; P.P. Peter Winton (and don't forget your partner!) 
he is also P.P. Peter Collis’s little helper with the L.E.C.  
(— look forward to his view of the meeting in the next Moonraker!!  
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Hi Peter and Peggy 
The death toll is almost 200 and the expect it to go much higher.  Homes lost is almost 
800.  It is horrendous. Marysville was a cute little community,  it now does not exist.  
The Yarra Valley, Bendigo, (Maiden Gully and Golden Square) had some shocking fires 
also. 
Healesville, today was evacuated,  all the 
animals  at the wildlife sanctuary have been 
moved.  The damage was mainly to the East 
of Melbourne.    
It is beautiful to live in the bush,  but the risk 
of fire is always there. 
The picture of the fire fighter was on the front 
page today,  it is just beautiful and sad at the 
same time. 
Love to you both  
Jeanette and Michael 
 
I have received some more pictures of the 
fires in Oz from one of Peggy & my hosts and am sen ding the separately  - thank 
you to Lilian for them! X 

Some of you met our Rotary Friendship Exchange Australian guests last year (R.F.E.) from the Mel-
bourne area of Australia and Peggy & I stayed in that area with 4 different Rotary Clubs in their mem-
bers homes the year before at this time of year, so I contacted our R.F.E. leader Jeanette & husband 
Michael  (they stayed with us last year) to express our concern and horror of the fires and I include her 
reply  as I know you will all have seen the shocking pictures on TV— Remember the folks affected by 
this tragedy are just like US! Golds! 
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Continued from page 4 
Q. Can boys join the Camp Fire Girls?  
A. Marty Allen: Only after lights out.  
 
Q. When you pat a dog on its head he will wag his tail. What 
will a goose do?  
A. Paul Lynde: Make him bark?  
 
Q. If you were pregnant for two years, what would you give 
birth to?  
A. Paul Lynde: Whatever it is, it would never be afraid of the 
dark.  
 
Q. According to Ann Landers, is there anything wrong with 
getting into the habit of kissing a lot of people?  
A. Charley Weaver: It got me out of the army. 
 
Q. It is the most abused and neglected part of your body, what 
is it? 
A. Paul Lynde: Mine may be abused, but it certainly isn't ne-
glected.  
 
Q. Back in the old days, when Great Grandpa put horseradish 
on his head, what was he trying to do?  
A. George Gobel: Get it in his mouth.  
 
Q. Who stays pregnant for a longer period of time, your wife 
or your elephant?  
A. Paul Lynde: Who told you about my elephant?  
 
Q. When a couple have a baby, who is responsible for its sex?  
A. Charley Weaver: I'll lend him the car, the rest is up to him. 
 
Q. Jackie Gleason recently revealed that he firmly believes in 
them and has actually seen them on at least two occasions. 
What are they?  
A. Charley Weaver: His feet. 
 
Q. According to Ann Landers, what are two things you should 
never do in bed?  
A. Paul Lynde: Point and laugh  
 
WE DON'T STOP LAUGHING BECAUSE WE GROW 
OLD, WE GROW OLD BECAUSE WE STOP LAUGHING 
Thank you Si in America for this 

Why men shouldn't write advice columns...  
Dear John,  
I hope you can help me. The other day, I set off for work leaving my husband in the house watching the TV. I hadn't driven more than 
a mile down the road when the engine conked out and the car shuddered to a halt. I walked back home to get my husband's help.  
When I got home I couldn't believe my eyes. He was in our bedroom with the neighbour's daughter. I am 32, my husband is 34, and 
the neighbour's daughter is 19. We have been married for ten years.  
When I confronted him, he broke down and admitted that they had been having an affair for the past six months. I told him to stop or I 
would leave him. He was made redundant six months ago and he says he has been feeling increasingly depressed and worthless.  
I love him very much, but ever since I gave him the ultimatum he has become increasingly distant.. He won't go to counselling and I'm 
afraid I can't get through to him anymore.  
Can you please help? Sincerely, Sheila 
…………………………………………. 
Dear Sheila,  
A car stalling after being driven a short distance can be caused by a variety of faults with the engine. Start by checking that there is no 
debris in the fuel line. If it is clear, check the vacuum pipes and hoses on the intake manifold and also check all grounding wires. If 
none of these approaches solves the problem, it could be that the fuel pump itself is faulty, causing low delivery pressure to the injec-
tors.  
I hope this helps, John 
Thanks Griff for this one 
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