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By email to all members of Swindon Thamesdown Rotary Club, Foothill Highlands Rotary Club, Tappahannock Rotary 
Clubs and by Snail-mail to Hon, Members of Swindon Thamesdown and now available on our website at;  

http://www.rotaryclubofswindonthamesdown.org.uk/ 
The comments expressed in this newsletter, if not credited to someone else, are the thoughts & opinions of the Editor and therefore may 

not be the opinions of all the members of the Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown.  
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Email just in from Club Secretary 
Fellow Rotarians, 
 I have been speaking with Dixon's son Jerry May who informed me that Peggy May is out of the Cheriton and 
now back home. Peggy suffered a couple of minor strokes a while ago and spent time in hospital followed by a respite 
stay at the Cheriton. 
 Jerry said that Peggy is basically well, but obviously finds it difficult to get around. If any member would like to 
visit, Jerry said she would be pleased to see them, just telephone first 01793 535330 (please let the phone ring a while as 
she often takes a time to answer).  Regards Richard Goddard 
 

 

  

Editor; Past President  
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Swindon Thamesdown send Greetings and Congratulations to 
Foothill Highland Rotary Club 
in California on reaching the 
grand total of 50 years young in 
Rotary.  
Here they are celebrating with cake and bal-
loons -not a wine glass in sight but you just 
know they put them outa sight just for the 
picture (how American!) maybe that’s why 
John Hallsten (far left and front row) looks 
so serious or maybe he’s just worried be-
cause Warren  Coffeen  was actually left to 
guard the wine as he is not in the pic-
ture!!!!!! ( I know that Warren has actually 

just had surgery on his back, so we wish him well with a speedy recovery too!) 

 
Meeting March 17th 2009  
Golds! special note—why was meal liaison officer P.P. John Flanagan AGAIN absent when we 
had to eat CURRY—I have been counting up and that make it three times he has ordered it and 
missed the Curry!! 
 
Special Reminder; 
Our Clubs Chinese Buffet fundraiser is this coming Monday. 
Contact Rtn, Chris Ockwell NOW to book you and your friends in— cost 
just £20 per person and £7.50 of that goes to the charities, see you there!! 
 
Rotary meeting – Tuesday 17th March 2009. 
 This was the night we were invaded by Rotarians from the South West of England. The Club wel-
comed five members of the Rotary Club of Wootton Bassett Town, President Barb ara Rum-
bold, Senior Vice President Philippa Lawrence  (an old friend of mine) Rotarians Steve Walls, 
Chris Tibdell and Andy Griffiths a Past President o f our Club.  We were also pleased to wel-
come two other guests William Pitt  who had arrived with our speaker and he has promised to at-
tend again next week so hopefully we may get him interested in Rotary the Swindon Thamesdown 
way also Alison Sutton  a friend of Andy Griffiths. 
Our speaker for the night was Rotarian David Ford from the Rotary Club of Helston  & Lizard  
from down in deepest Cornwall. Apparently this club was the most southerly Rotary club in Britain 

when it met at a hotel in Mullion but now they meet in a Pub in Helston and have 
probably lost this tag. 

Our meal consisted of the Holiday Inn curry which received 
compliments from the Bassett people (they must get out 
more often) but only got a 2 out of 10 rating from Rotarian 
Hanif.  After the meal President Bob proposed the toast 
‘Rotary around the World’ forgetting all about Her Majesty 
the Queen. Then on our 
return after the break he 
gave apology and included 
a new member whom we 
all had not heard of, 
namely “Richard Fly”  I 
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think this must be our new Chinese member. I honestly never saw 
the 10 day letter for this new member. 
As mentioned our speaker was Rotarian David Ford who talked 
to us about Shelter Boxes. What a fantastic thing this is, a true 
Rotary effort in helping others around the world. David told us that 
this started in 2000 and was called the ‘Millennium Project’. Each 
box gives shelter for 10 people and cost £490. The contents of 
each box can be adapted for any specific disaster anywhere in the 
world. The Shelter Box Trust can respond instantly to earth-
quakes, volcano, floods, cyclone, tsunami or conflict. Every box 

contains its own unique number, so as a donor you can track your box all 
the way to its destination. 
The figures supplied by David were very interesting. Back in 2000 they 
had 20 part time volunteers filling boxes in a damp disused hanger at 
RAF Culdrose. In the first year they did 300 boxes, in year three they did 
900. When the Tsunami struck they had £3 million in donations and by 
2005 they had £6 million in donations and did 12-13000 boxes. They now 
employ 18 folk folk full time! 
In the 8 years they have been operating they have received £25 million in 
donations, prepared 40,000 boxes  and helped in excess of 800,000 peo-
ple but this is only scratching the surface of people who need this type of help. 
It was good to hear that the Trust now has its own premises and 18 members of staff. Each year they 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 are producing around 10,000 boxes for distribution. 

Just a few facts on the actual boxes, each one weigh 55 kilograms and 250 can be loaded onto each 
lorry. 90 to 95% of all cost is used for the contents of the boxes. 
After David had explained all the facts we were then treated to a short video showing the various dis-
asters the boxes had been sent to around the world. One interesting point David mentioned was the 
fact that when hurricane Katrina struck the USA boxes from the UK arrived 2 days later but the USA 
help arrived a week later. Well done the UK.  
This was a very interesting talk and showed many of the good projects that Rotary does for others 
around the world.  If any of you want to get some more information then please visit the Trust’s web-
site at www.shelterbox.org. One thing I did notice was the caption at the end of the video summed it 
all up “With your help we can and do make a difference” 
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After the talk the vote of thanks was delivered with great professionalism from Junior Vice Presi-
dent John Fisher  (that’s me) and all those assembled, I am sure, found David’s talk the most 
interesting part of the evening. 
After a few pieces of business including approval for the bus for the Belarus children, The Chi-
nese night at the Rendezvous on Monday 23 rd March, Golf Day on Wednesday 21 st May 
and the Spring Dance on the 25 th April.  As normal the atmosphere was excellent with just over 
30 people in the room. Rtn, Peter Treasure  now a ‘slim mean fighting ma-
chine’ having shredded lots of pounds (weight not money) handed the mantel 
of almoner over to Past President Fred Child  to extort monies from the 
gathered throng but he still had to handle the money as enforcer!. We 
awaited with bated breath for Fred to inflict fines. This he did fining President 

Bob  £3 in total for all his ‘gaffs’ £3 for 
Andy Griffiths  just for being Andy Grif-
fiths and Peter Goldsworthy  £2 for 
some form misdemeanour. It was good 
to see Fred tap Peter Golds on the head 
in order to extract his money with some 
bright spark shouting out that Peter was 
a ‘head it er’ (editor) anyway. 
After all the fines we then had the weekly raffle drawn out 
by the speaker David and 

guess who won, yes, your right the speaker, had to be another fix, 
anyway he kindly donated the £17.50 to the Belarus bus project. 
Many thanks. 
Just a couple of additional notes on the evening. 
Firstly: Mike Slipper  I love the bright red socks you were wearing. 
Secondly: Fagan Davison.  You were up like a flash after the toast ‘ 
Rotary around the World’ no sorry ‘The Queen’ getting the £10 
from those Bassett boys and Girls, good on you, the quicker we get 
the money in the bank the more 0.25% interest we 
will receive. 
That’s it folks 
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 A very nice and accurate report John, thanks loads,  
So good, I award you two pictures of your vote of 
thanks! Golds!  
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Remember; We plan to display our shelter box at the  George White open day to raise awareness 
and funds, so do make a date in your diaries to hel p by doing a 2 hour shift …  
       J.V.P. John Fisher is in charge! 
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True Reports from British life ........!!! 
BRITISH NEWSPAPERS  
Commenting on a complaint from a Mr. Arthur Purdey about a large gas bill, a spokesman for North West 
Gas said, 'We agree it was rather high for the time of year. It's possible Mr. Purdey has been charged for 
the gas used up during the explosion that destroyed his house.'  
(The Daily Telegraph)  
Police reveal that a woman arrested for shoplifting had a whole salami in her underwear. When asked 
why, she said it was because she was missing her Italian boyfriend.  
(The Manchester Evening News)  
Irish police are being handicapped in a search for a stolen van, because they cannot issue a description. 
It's a Special Branch vehicle and they don't want the public to know what it looks like.  
(The Guardian)  
A young girl who was blown out to sea on a set of inflatable teeth was rescued by a man on an inflatable 
lobster. A coast guard spokesman commented, 'This sort of thing is all too common'.  
(The Times)  
At the height of the gale, the harbourmaster radioed a coast guard and asked him to estimate the wind 
speed. He replied he was sorry, but he didn't have a gauge. However, if it was any help, the wind had just 
blown his Land Rover off the cliff.  
(Aberdeen Evening Express)  
Mrs. Irene Graham of Thorpe Avenue, Boscombe, delighted the audience with her reminiscence of the 
German prisoner of war who was sent each week to do her garden. He was repatriated at the end of 
1945, she recalled - 'He'd always seemed a nice friendly chap, but when the crocuses came up in the 
middle of our lawn in February 1946, they spelt out 'Heil Hitler.''  
(Bournemouth Evening Echo) 
 

HEARD ON THE LONDON UNDERGOUND (TUBE)  
A list of actual announcements that London Tube train drivers have made to their passengers...  
1) 'Ladies and Gentlemen, I do apologize for the delay to your service. I know you're all dying to get 
home, unless, of course, you happen to be married to my ex-wife, in which case you'll want to cross over 
to the Westbound and go in the opposite direction.'  
2) 'Your delay this evening is caused by the line controller suffering from E & B syndrome: not knowing 
his elbow from his backside. I'll let you know any further information as soon as I'm given any.'  
3) 'Do you want the good news first or the bad news? The good news is that last Friday was my birthday 
and I hit the town and had a great time. The bad news is that there is a points failure somewhere be-
tween Stratford and East Ham, which means we probably won't reach our destination.'  
4) 'Ladies and gentlemen, we apologize for the delay, but there is a security alert at Victoria station and 
we are therefore stuck here for the foreseeable future, so let's take our minds off it and pass some time 
together. All together now.... 'Ten green bottles, hanging on a wall.....'.'  
5) 'We are now travelling through Baker Street... As you can see, Baker Street is closed. It would have 
been nice if they had actually told me, so I could tell you earlier, but no, they don't think about things like 
that'.  
6) 'Beggars are operating on this train. Please do NOT encourage these professional beggars. If you 
have any spare change, please give it to a registered charity. Failing that, give it to me.'  
7) During an extremely hot rush hour on the Central Line, the driver announced in a West Indian drawl: 
'Step right this way for the sauna, ladies and gentleman... unfortunately, towels are not provided.'  
8) 'Let the passengers off the train FIRST!' (Pause ) 'Oh go on then, stuff yourselves in like sardines, see 
if I care - I'm going home....'  
9) 'Please allow the doors to close. Try not to confuse this with 'Please hold the doors open.' The two are 
distinct and separate instructions.'  
10) 'Please note that the beeping noise coming from the doors means that the doors are about to close. It 
does not mean throw yourself or your bags into the doors.'  
11) 'We can't move off because some idiot has their hand stuck in the door.'  
12) 'To the gentleman wearing the long grey coat trying to get on the second carriage -- what part of 
'stand clear of the doors' don't you understand?'  
13) 'Please move all baggage away from the doors.' (Pause..) 'Please move ALL belongings away from 
the doors.' (Pause...) 'This is a personal message to the man in the brown suit wearing glasses at the 
rear of the train: Put the pie down, Four-eyes, and move your bloody golf clubs away from the door be-
fore I come down there and shove them up your arse sideways!'  
14) 'May I remind all passengers that there is strictly no smoking allowed on any part of the Underground. 
However, if you are smoking a joint, it's only fair that you pass it round the rest of the carriage. 
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Next weeks Club Host is; Andrew Whiting (and only he knows the 
speaker) 
 
he is also P.P. Peter Collis’s little helper with the L.E.C.  
(look forward to his view of the meeting in the Moonraker next week!!! 
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 He said … she said….  
He said. . . I don't know why you wear a bra; you've got nothing to put in it. 
She said . . . You wear pants don't you? 
 
He said ..... Shall we try swapping positions tonight? 
She said ... That's a good idea - you stand by the ironing board while I sleep on the sofa! 
 
He said  ... What have you been doing with all the grocery money I gave you? 
She said ...Turn sideways and look in the mirror! 
  
 He said ....How many men does it take to change a roll of toilet paper?  
 She said ..We don't know; it has never happened 
 
He said ....Why is it difficult to find men who are sensitive, caring and Good- looking? 
She said ...They already have boyfriends. (hairdresser joke—Golds!) 
 
He said......What do you call a woman who knows where her husband is every night? 
She said. . . A widow. 
 
He said ... Why are married women heavier than single women? 
She said ..... Single women come home, see what's in the fridge and go to bed. Married women 
come home, see what's in bed and go to the fridge. 
 
SHOW THIS TO A SMART WOMAN WHO NEEDS A LAUGH, AND TO ANY 
BLOKE YOU THINK CAN HANDLE IT  
  Thanks Mike S for these  


