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By email to all members of Swindon Thamesdown Rotary Club, Foothill Highlands Rotary Club, Tappahannock Ro-
tary Club and selected Australian Rotary Club Members by Snail-mail to Hon, Members of Swindon Thamesdown and 

now available on our website at;  
http://www.rotaryclubofswindonthamesdown.org.uk/ 

The comments expressed in this newsletter, if not credited to someone else, are the thoughts & opinions of the Editor and therefore may 
not be the opinions of all the members of the Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown.  

President  
Bob Barrett 2008/09  

Don’t Forget Next Tuesday is a Partners Evening but also don't forget to log in with 
the Attendance Officer P.P. Andrew Whiting’s office  or be prepared to go without a meal!! 
 

Report from Meeting 31 March from Treasurer (we're doomed!) P.P. Steve Davison  
  
Our guest speaker for the evening was Cher Peterson, who is a Recycling Advi-
sor from Swindon Borough Council, and gave us a very interesting and informa-
tive talk about what happens to our reusable waste after it is collected from our 
front door. 
She started off with a brief history of recycling in Swindon. From the introduction 
of glass banks in 1983, newspaper collections in 1985, cans, textiles, and foil 
banks in 1988, composting in 1992. 
In 1999 the EU issued a directive for use of landfill and recycling targets, thus 
setting the stage for making a better use of recyclable materials. 

The trial of kerbside recycling commenced in 2002 
when our recycling rate was 13%. This rose to 
19% in 2004; 27% in 2005; 32% in 2007; and projected to be 48% in 
2009.  
In 2006 free collection of green garden 
waste was introduced which is sent away 
for composting and therefore re-used on the 
land. 

Cher also talked about the benefits of recycling - it reduces material sent 
to landfill, reduces energy consumption and reduces pollution. She dem-
onstrated the difference in energy and resource use between manufactur-
ing aluminium from raw materials and recycled materials - by using recycled materials it is cheaper, 
less harmful to the environment and less energy intensive. For example, 30% of aluminium produced 
is from recycled material. 
.. and did you know that if you recycle 1 ton of waste paper this will save 17 trees ... 
  
The landfill site at Chapel Lane, Blunsdon, now has only four years capacity left before it's full, so we 
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must recycle as much as possible.  
The downside of all this is the reduction in sale prices of the recycled materials, for example paper a 
year ago sold for £65 - £75 per ton, and this year sells for only £5 per ton.  Aluminium a year ago was 
£700 - £800 per ton, and now only sells for £90 - £100 per ton, so the global recession even affects 
recycled materials. 
The presentation ended with possible ideas for the future - recycle food and plastic, generating en-
ergy from waste and the concept of zero waste.  
Following this presentation, there were a number of questions 
from club members, then Steve finished with a vote of thanks to 
Cher. 
  
This evening we were again pleased to welcome Woody  to the 
meeting as the adjudicator for the double Century Draw, and the 
£50 was won by a Mr Murphy, an ex Headmaster. 
  
 This week there was no raffle and there were no fines. 
  
President Bob announced we have sold more than 120 tick-
ets for the Spring Ball on 25 April,  but we still need to sell 
more.  Some tickets have been sold as a result of the public-
ity in the Evening Advertiser - who now actually manage 
to get our name right!!! 
   
President Bob also asked again for volunteers for the Open 
Days at George Whites Showroom on 18 and 19 April.  
There will be a Rotary gazebo and various other "fairground 
attractions" all of which need to be manned, so we need as many 
volunteers as possible to make the weekend a success J.V.P. John 
Fisher is in charge of the shift Rota and looks forward to you giving 
him your time availability very soon as we need cover for both days 
  
Yet another good evening of fellowship. 
  
P.P. Steve Davison  

 
 Pictured here are our Newest Member Rtn Hannif (centre) with 
Andrew Joyce and Simon Collett who have both visited us twice 
and are interested in the activities of Rotary and in particular Our 
Club—(The pose they all three adopted was not at the suggestion 
of the photographer but maybe does show a meeting of minds?!!) 
We hope to see them next week at the meeting which we will enjoy 
with our Partners. 
 
As Membership Chairman I have to say how delighted I am with 
the quality of the guests who have shown an interest in our club 
recently, I have noted how easily they have blended into the ambi-

ance of the club, so all of you who have spent time with them and or been responsible for bringing 
them along, please give yourselves a pat on the back for a good job well done 
 

Stolen from the Foothill Highland Bulletin ‘The Highlander’ 
Rotary and Boys' Week                              
Rotary International News -- 30 March 2009  
A 1924 poster advertising Boys' Week in Shelbyville, Tennessee, USA.(overleaf) The first Boys' Week 
was held in New York City in May 1920 by the Rotary Club of New York and other local organizations. 
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The event was part of an effort to promote youth development in the areas of 
education, citizenship, health and hygiene, and vocation. New York club members 
reported on the success of Boys' Week at Rotary's 1920 convention, hoping that it 
would become part of the Boys' Work program, which Rotary had established 
several years earlier with the creation of the Committee on Work among the Boys 
(later known as the Boys' Work Committee).  
The program encouraged Rotary clubs to work with other community programs 
and organizations to counter juvenile delinquency, truancy, and poor physical 
health, with the goal of developing good citizens.  
Boys' Week events quickly spread throughout the United States and abroad. By the 
mid-1920s, they were being held in almost 600 locations across 25 countries. In 
1928, the number of participating cities and towns had grown to about 3,000.  
The target audience also grew rapidly. Girls rode on the float sponsored by the 
Rotary Club of Vicksburg, Mississippi, in a 1924 Loyalty Day parade held in 
conjunction with Boys' Week. By the late 1920s, the United States had established a National Boys' Week 
Committee, in which Rotary participated. Rotary clubs were encouraged to support and participate in their 
local Boys' Week events as a way to achieve the goals of the Boys' Work program. In 1934, Boys' Week 
became known as Youth Week, and in 1936, Boys and Girls' Week. In 1954, the RI Board of Directors 
voted to discontinue Rotary's official sponsorship of Boys and Girls' Week to support new youth efforts, 
but it encouraged clubs to continue participating in local youth service initiatives.  
In the following decades, Rotary went on to create other programs for young people, including Interact , 
Rotaract , and Rotary Youth Exchange .  
To hear about the importance of youth involvement, listen to episode 9 of the historic  
1920s, they were being held in almost 600 locations across 25 countries. In 1928, the number of 
participating cities and towns had grown to about 3,000.  
The target audience also grew rapidly. Girls rode on the float sponsored by the Rotary Club of Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, in a 1924 Loyalty Day parade held in conjunction with Boys' Week. By the late 1920s, the 
United States had established a National Boys' Week Committee, in which Rotary participated. Rotary 
clubs were encouraged to support and participate in their local Boys' Week events as a way to achieve the 
goals of the Boys' Work program. In 1934, Boys' Week became known as Youth Week, and in 1936, Boys 
and Girls' Week. In 1954, the RI Board of Directors voted to discontinue Rotary's official sponsorship of 
Boys and Girls' Week to support new youth efforts, but it encouraged clubs to continue participating in 
local youth service initiatives.  
In the following decades, Rotary went on to create other programs for young people, including Interact , 
Rotaract , and Rotary Youth Exchange .  
 
I guess that this must be a forerunner of the R.I.B .I. Initiative of the annual ‘Kids Out’ 
which does such a great job in the United Kingdom f or disadvantaged Kiddies. Golds! ( ps 
whats a hot ziggity?) 
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* LIFE IN THE 1500s * 
The next time you are washing your hands and complain because the water temperature isn't just how you like 
it, think about how things used to be Here are some facts about the1500s: 
 
Most people got married in June because they took their yearly bath in May, and still smelled pretty good by 
June. However, they were starting to smell, so brides carried a bouquet of flowers to hide the body odour. 
Hence the custom today of carrying a bouquet when getting married. 
 
Baths consisted of a big tub filled with hot water.The man of the house had the privilege of the nice clean wa-
ter, then all the other sons and men, then the women and finally the children. Last of all the babies. By then the 
water was so dirty you could actually lose someone in it. Hence the saying, Don't throw the baby out with the 
Bath water. 
 
Houses had thatched roofs-thick straw-piled high, with no wood underneath. It was the only place for animals 
to get warm, so all the cats and other small animals (mice, bugs) lived in the roof When it rained it became slip-
pery and sometimes the animals would slip and fall off the roof. Hence the saying. It's raining cats and dogs. 
 
There was nothing to stop things from falling into the house.This posed a real problem in the bedroom where 
bugs and other droppings could mess up your nice clean bed. Hence, a bed with big posts and a sheet hung 
over the top afforded some protection. That's how canopy beds came into existence. 
 
The floor was dirt. Only the wealthy had something other than dirt. Hence the saying, Dirt poor. The wealthy 
had slate floors that would get slippery in the winter when wet, so they spread thresh (straw) on floor to help 
keep their footing. As the winter wore on, they added more thresh until, when you opened the door, it would all 
start slipping outside. A piece of wood was placed in the entranceway. Hence the saying a thresh hold. 
 
(Getting quite an education, aren't you?) 
 
In those old days, they cooked in the kitchen with a big kettle that always hung over the fire Every day they lit 
the fire and added things to the pot. They ate mostly vegetables and did not get much meat. They would eat 
the stew for dinner, leaving leftovers in the pot to get cold overnight and then start over the next day. Some-
times stew had food in it that had been there for quite a while. Hence the rhyme, Peas porridge hot, peas por-
ridge cold, peas porridge in the pot nine days old. 
 
Sometimes they could obtain pork, which made them feel quite special. When visitors came over, they would 
hang up their bacon to show off. It was a sign of wealth that a man could, bring home the bacon. They would 
cut off a little to share with guests and would all sit around and chew the fat. 
 
Those with money had plates made of pewter. Food with high acid content caused some of the lead to leach 
onto the food, causing lead poisoning death. This happened most often with tomatoes, so for the next 400 
years or so, tomatoes were considered poisonous. 
 
Bread was divided according to status. Workers got the burnt bottom of the loaf, the family got the middle, and 
guests got the top, or the upper crust. 
 
Lead cups were used to drink ale or whisky. The combination would sometimes knock the imbibers out for a 
couple of days. Someone walking along the road would take them for dead and prepare them for burial. They 
were laid out on the kitchen table for a couple of days and the family would gather around and eat and drink 
and wait and see if they would wake up. Hence the custom of holding a wake. 
 
England  is old and small and the local folks started running out of places to bury people. So they would dig up 
coffins and would take the bones to a bone-house, and reuse the grave. When reopening these coffins, 1 out 
of 25 coffins were found to have scratch marks on the inside and they realised they had been burying people 
alive. So they would tie a string on the wrist of the corpse, lead it through the coffin and up through the ground 
and tie it to a bell. Someone would have to sit out in the graveyard all night (the graveyard shift.) to listen for 
the bell; thus, someone could be, saved by the bell or was considered a ...dead ringer. 
 
And that's the truth. Now, whoever said History was boring ! ! ! 
 
Educate someone. Share these facts with a friend. Thanks Phil for these 
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The liquid inside young coconuts can be used as a substitute for Blood plasma. 
*************************************************** ********************** 
No piece of paper can be folded in half more than seven (7) times. Oh - go ahead...try it!�
��������������������������������������������������� �����������������
������	��
�����
������������������  
Than plane crashes or shark attacks. ?( So watch your Ass ) 
*************************************************** ***************** 
You burn more calories sleeping�than you do watching television.  
*************************************************** ************** ******  
Oak trees do not produce acorns until they are fifty (50) years of age or older. 
************************* ************* ************************************** 
The first product to have a bar code was Wrigley's gum.  
*************************************************** ******************** 
The King of Hearts is the only king WITHOUT A MOUSTACHE  
********* ***************************************** ********************** 

American Airlines saved $40,000 in 1987 by eliminating one (1) olive.� � 
from each salad served in first-class. 
*************************************************** **********************  
Venus is the only planet that rotates clockwise. (Since Venus is normally associated with women, what does this 
tell you!) 
*************************************************** ******************  
Apples, not caffeine,  
are more efficient at waking you up in the morning.  
****** *** **************************************** ********************** 
Most dust particles in your house are made from ����������  
*************************************************** *********************  
The first owner of the Marlboro Company died of lung cancer.  
So did the first ' Marlboro Man. '  
************************************************ ** *** **** ************** 
Walt Disney was afraid ��������   
*************************************************** *********************** 
PEARLS MELT IN VINEGAR! 
*************************************************** ******* *********** 
The three most valuable brand names on earth:�Marlboro, Coca Cola, and Budweiser, in that order. 
*************************************************** *******************  
It is possible to lead a cow upstairs...but, not downstairs. (so that’s why the bedrooms full!) 
*************************************************** ********************* 
A duck's quack doesn't echo,�and no one knows why.  
*************************************************** *********** **********  
Dentists have recommended that a toothbrush be kept at least six (6) feet away from a toilet to avoid airborne 
particles resulting �
	��
����
������������������������������
�������  
*************************************************** ��
������ �����������!�"��� was the first U.S. president whose name contains all the letters from the word 
'criminal.' William Jefferson Clinton was the 2nd! 
 
************************ ************************** ******  
And the best for last.... Turtles can breathe through their butts. �
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Not terribly P.C. but very funny! 
Three women friends, one in a casual relationship, one engaged to be married and one a long-
time wife, met for drinks after work. The conversation eventually drifted towards how best to 
spice up their love lives. 
 
After much discussion, they decided to surprise their men by engaging in some S&M role play-
ing. The following week they met up again to compare notes. Sipping her drink, the single girl 
leered and said, 'Last Friday at the end of the working day I went to my boyfriend's office wear-
ing a leather coat. When all the other people had left, I slipped out of it and all I had on was a 
leather bodice, black stockings and stiletto heels. He was so aroused that we made mad pas-
sionate love on his desk right then and there!' 
 
The engaged woman giggled and said, 'That's pretty much my story! When my fiancé got home 
last Friday, he found me waiting for him in a black mask, leather bodice, black hose and stiletto 
pumps. He was so turned on that we not only made love all night, he wants to move our wed-
ding date forward! 
 
The married woman put her glass down and said, 'I did a lot of planning. I made arrangements 
for the kids to stay over at Grandma's. 
I took a long scented-oil bath and then put on my best perfume. I slipped into a tight leather 
bodice, a black garter belt, black stockings and six-inch stilettos. I finished it off with a black 
mask, ready for action.  
When my husband got home from work, he grabbed a beer and the T.V. remote, sat down and 
yelled, 
 
'Hey, Batman, what's for dinner?  

Next weeks Club Meeting is to be enjoyed with Partn ers. 
 
Speaker - Dan Brown -"Meterology", Host is; Rtn, David Dukes  
 
he is also P.P. Peter Collis’s little helper with the L.E.C.  
(— look forward to his view of the meeting in the Moonraker next week!!! 
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