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By email to all members of Swindon Thamesdown Rotary Club, Foothill Highlands Rotary Club, Tappahannock Ro-
tary Club and selected Australian Rotary Club Members by Snail-mail to Hon, Members of Swindon Thamesdown and 

now available on our website at;  
http://www.rotaryclubofswindonthamesdown.org.uk/ 

The comments expressed in this newsletter, if not credited to someone else, are the thoughts & opinions of the Editor and therefore may 
not be the opinions of all the members of the Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown.  
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President Bob Barrett 
2008/09  

April — Spring has arrived and so;- 
Club Dress Code has changed, we are now ‘ Summer Ca sual’ - no 
Ties or Jackets (Ok—Coats for Treasure) needed—but Fellas, Please remember your 
trousers ……….Rotarian Barbara, I just dunno if your dress co de is affected at all! 
 

Meeting April 7th 2009 report by Host Rtn David Dukes 
 
 Our Honorary Secretary Richard  started the evening, by showing an email he had just received regarding 
the terrible earthquake in Italy. Within 12 hours of the Earthquake news being relaye d, Shelter Box had a 
representative on the ground with enough shelter fo r 2,500 people on the way. Excellent work. 
 
 After the meal our President Bob called for the Loyal toast, not noticing Peggy 
was still eating, and apologized profusely several times – not once did he utter the 
words `talking too much`. Here President Bob is asking if the assembled throng 
could identify the  person with dark hair in the picture P.P. Phil Skelton got it right 
with a very quick response of ‘Alan Jefferies’ He who is fond of dogs and will reach 
another decade very shortly! 
 
 The Speaker for the evening was Don Brown , who is incidentally the President of 
Thamesdown Probus. Probus is an organization for men and women who have 
retired from their profession or business, and want to maintain a social network with 

others who have similar interests. Each Probus club be-
ing sponsored by a Rotary Club. Don `a 
mad scientist` - his words, was speaking on 
Meteorology. 
 
 Don, working with overhead projector, 
started by losing his pointer but Jan Collis 
saved the day by spotting it. Don was in the 
RAF, beginning as a weather forecaster at 
Lyneham, and eventually becoming Senior 
Forecaster at Strike Command. He also 
trained civilian Forecasters, Michael Fish 
and John Kettley being two of them. 

 

 

  

Editor; Past President  
Peter Goldsworthy P.H.F.  

Swindon Thamesdown Editor of the year 2007 
District 1100 Editor of the Year 2008/9 (Yeah!) 
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 The aim for the Evening was to train the ensemble to be Forecasters – Yeah, right. He showed slides of the 
weather that afternoon from the Internet taken by Radar and Satellite. The main Met Office is in Exeter with 
15 more Radar stations around the UK. There are 5 satellites around and traveling at the same speed as the 
Earth, taking pictures every ½ hour. This makes modern Forecasting easy – usually! 
 
 He showed us slides of the Flanagan Forecast – the Irish tree, and other weather proverbs, disproving some 
and agreeing with others. He was a very enthusiastic and knowledgeable speaker and has been lucky 

enough to have had a career that is also a hobby, and had many of the ladies 
(Mandy) in giggles with his `Magnus Pike` presentation style. A very good evening. 
  
  
 A vote of thanks was given by Yours Truly. 
 
 President Bob asked for Spring Ball monies to be paid NOW.  
 
 More volunteers are urgently required for the George White Superbikes open week-
end on 18 &19 April. Partners are very welcome to assist so please contact Rtn 
John Fisher ASAP. 

  
 Finally the raffle was won by Wendy Dukes making for a very satisfying conclusion to the evening. 
  
 Rtn David Dukes. 
 
 fine piece of reporting David Thank You, we hope Wendy bought you a drink with her winnings! Golds! 
 
 
Memos from the Editor 
We are now hoping to make contact with the Probus Club speaker secretary and swop information 
of good speakers and this David Dukes has promised to get the contact detail for us Thanks again 
David! 
 
Lapsed Rotarian Past President Frank Reynolds PHF is going to help us by 
supporting us at the George White Open Weekend so it will be great to catch up 
with him again. 
 
Thank you to Rtn Barbara on filling in as Raffle monkey once again as our two 
newest members were absent and finally I have to say how great it was to see so 
many stay behind to chat and it was just like old times with so many folk staying 
behind to chat and mingle proving how they had enjoyed the evening once 
again—— to prove it here y’aaaaaaal are! 
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There’s more so turn over page! 
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Next Club Meeting host is; John Flanagan (but don't forget the open 
days comes first- NO Club meet next week) 
 
he is also P.P. Peter Collis’s little helper with the L.E.C.  
(— look forward to his view of the meeting in the Moonraker next 
week!!! 
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Sat 18th George White Superbikes Open Day - Fundraising Bob Barrett Organising 9.00am to 
5.00pm 
Sun 19th George White Superbikes Open Day - Fundraising Bob Barrett Organising 10.00am to 
4.00pm 

Tue 21st Club AGM and B&F Holiday Inn - Host - John Flanagan ����
�
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