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By email to all members of Swindon Thamesdown Rotary Club, Foothill Highlands Rotary Club, Tappahannock Ro-
tary Club and selected Australian Rotary Club Members by Snail-mail to Hon, Members of Swindon Thamesdown and 

now available on our website at;  
http://www.rotaryclubofswindonthamesdown.org.uk/ 

The comments expressed in this newsletter, if not credited to someone else, are the thoughts & opinions of the Editor and therefore may 
not be the opinions of all the members of the Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown.  
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President Bob Barrett 
2008/09  

Hi Golds 
Sorry its so late!! ……..Don’t worry John, my life got in the way too and in fact I am playing truant 
from all that I am supposed to be doing to actually prepare his edition of the Moonraker on a Mon-
day! (ask Peggy!!!) 
  
TUESDAY 21st APRIL 2009 AGM 
  
The evening started prompt at 7.30 with an evening meal consisting of BBQ 
Chicken Chips Peas and Carrots, followed by a Chocolate dessert.  It was noted 
that our 2 resident food critics (Phil Skelton and Peter Newson) all but licked 
their plates clean!  After the 10 minute comfort break the meeting resumed with 
an excellent reading of the 'Object Of Rotary'. 
  
It was a special evening as a new member Paul Parfrey was inducted by the 
President.  We wish him a long and enjoyable time in Rotary.  Paul’s email ad-
dress is Paul.Parfrey@ntlworld.com  
After Paul's induction the President held the clubs AGM (Quickest one in Clubs 
history!) with more time spent explaining to Fred Child on the etiquette of con-
ducting an AGM!! Than the actual AGM (No AOB).  With all the items on 
the agenda covered, the AGM closed and the B & F part of the evening began. 

  
The club gave a warm welcome to our guests for the 
evening, Rotarians Brian and Jan Warren from South 
Africa (pictured here at the banner exchange.  ) 
  
The Sergeant at Arms for the evening 
was PP Fred Child and he fined what 
seemed to be every one in the club! - 
even our visiting Rotarians donated 
£20  to our charity account. 
  
This week the LEC is at Coleview 
school and JOHN FLANAGAN will at-
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tend at 5.30 Friday eve-
ning. 
  
The weekly raffle was won 
by Richard Fry ticket num-
ber 388 amount undis-
closed!! 
  
Next weeks Host is SVP 
Richard Fry 

  
Next weeks meal is Sausage/Mash with onion gravy and mixed veg, followed by Lemon cheese 
cake with crème fresh. 
  
Sorry for the delay sending this brief report Peter. . (As they say in OZ John, ‘nah worries!’ Golds!) 
  
Best wishes JOHN.  
John Flanagan 
 
Now follows picture versions of events of the past week or so starting with 
the George White Open Day, then the  Spring Ball 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

EDITORS 
NOTE!  
Only one pic-
ture here is of 
Johns second 
true love —-  
 
-   NO you're 
wrong it’s his 
Harley D Motor 

bike 

No! this is not really a Rotary game to splat John Flanagan for 
having a girl on each arm—but Vicky, note how he does look a bit 
pleased with himself, doesn't he? 

Oh John, maybe now I understand why your 
copy was late for this issue—did you have 
your mind on other things? 

A Special thank you to past Rotarian P.P. Frank Reynolds P.H.F. for 
supporting us in this endeavour on both days.  
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Fellow Rotarians  
Be VERY Proud—we 
showed the community 
that Rotary is making 
dreams real! 

The Spring Ball for President Bob’s chosen Charitie s  
C.C.I.N. and M.S. Society 
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As you can see everyone including the young boys from 
Belarus had a great time and the final two pictures sum it all 
up with CCIN leader Gin McGiffin (on the left) sharing a 
girlie drink and finally after dancing with your elderly editor, 
young Nicola Horn  finding herself a Belarus Toyboy! 
 
At the time of typing the grand total raised for the two chari-
ties CCIN and the MS Centre is not known but the raffle 
raised a staggering £700.00 (during a credit crunch!!) 
which they will share equally. 
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 Now a tad lighter my thanks to past member Thilo Ko rk who immediately thought of the 
Moonraker when he read this selection of letters se nt to VIZ mag— 
Thanks Thilo its great to hear from you again 
 
Last week I attended an AA meeting, and to my horror, each person present stood up and openly admit-
ted to being an alcoholic. I'm not having these boastful drunkards repairing my car. I can only hope the 
RAC have more responsible employees. 
Hugie Dixon, West Drayton 
 
'Alton Towers - Where the magic never ends', or so the commercial says. Imagine my disappointment 
when it closed at 7.30. 
Colin Hill 
 
Peter Andre might look smug in all his wedding pictures, but I'd just like to remind him that, as a Playboy 
reader, I have seen his wife naked. He hasn't seen my wife's, so who's had the last laugh? P, Leeds 
 
Did anyone else feel that Mel Gibson's remake of the classic Life of Brian wasn't anywhere near as funny 
as the original? Anon 
 
How come rap artist Dr. Dre can use the 'N' word on his multi-million selling albums and win a MOBO 
award, yet when I used it at my son's football match I was asked to leave the park? Once again, it's one 
law for the rich and another for the poor. Reg Ashcroft, Bradford 
 
Hats off to the witty burglars who stole my entire CD collection with the exception of "There is Nothing Left 
to Lose" by the Foo Fighters. I hope that when sentencing, the judge takes into account their splendid 
sense of humour. Chris Scaife, Jesmond 
 
I see on the news that Lord Hutton says he is "satisfied that David Kelly took his own life". He may not 
have liked Dr Kelly that much, but isn't this taking gloating just a little too far? 
Dave Owen, Edinburgh 
 
I never worry about the destination when I'm going on holiday. My Dad is Iranian and my mum is Irish, so 
I spend most of the time in customs.Stan 
 
What's all this nonsense about that 66-year-old Romanian woman being the world's oldest mum? My 
mum's 77. Beat that. Thomas J 
 
I was being chased by a police dog last week, and made the mistake of trying to escape through a little 
tunnel, over a see-saw and through a hoop of fire. It finally caught me as I was weaving in and out of 
some sticks. Stan Herschel 
 
I don't know why cigarette manufacturers put those big warning stickers on the side of their packets. If 
anything, it is likely to put people off buying the product. Mark Mayhem 
 
Whilst eating a Birdseye Potato Waffle the other day, I was sickened to be able to fashion a crude swas-
tika from the compressed starch matrix. And their Alphabites are no better. After carefully selecting a 
plateful, I was able to spell out 'Hitler is nice' if I used a z on its side for an n. How long are the frozen food 
giants going to be allowed to get away with this? 
Billington Smyth 
 
'You never close your eyes any more when I kiss your lips...'wrote the Righteous Brothers in their 1964 
hit. Well, to be fair, in order to see that your bird's not closing her eyes when you're copping off with her 
you would have to have your eyes open as well. I reckon the relationship is dead in the water and they 
should end it now before they both get hurt. Mason, Rumpunter 
 
The saying goes, 'See a penny, pick it up, and all day long you'll have good luck.' Well I beg to differ. I'm a 
matador, and whilst picking a penny up at work the other day I was badly gored in the anus. That's not 
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My Apologies to P.P. Peter Newson that I have not h ad the time or the space to 
include the Rotary Conference report this time but it will appear in a future edi-
tion. 
All photos in this issue by P.P. Phil Skelton and G olds!  
Next weeks Club Host is; SVP Richard Fry  
he is also P.P. Peter Collis’s little helper with the L.E.C.  
(— look forward to his view of the meeting in the Moonraker next week!!! 
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good luck in my book. Milos el Standish, Barcelona 
 
If Eastenders is so true to life, how come none of the loveable Cockney characters are Man Utd sup-
porters? P. Sullivan, Birkenhead . 
 
They say football is a game of two halves. Not for me it isn't. I regularly down eight or nine pints whilst 
watching a live game on Sky TV in my local. D Evans, London 
 
If smoking is bad for you, how come it cures Salmon? Stalker, Bournemouth 
 
If, as Freddie Mercury claimed, fat bottomed girls make the rocking world go round, isn't it about time 
that the city of Derby received some recognition for its contribution to astrophysics? Neil Sedgwick, 
Nottingham . 
 
These so-called speed bumps are a joke. If anything, they slow you down. Tim Wakefield, Surrey. 
 
Davina McCall says that dangling off a helicopter over the Grand Canyon on a 700 foot bungee rope 
was the most terrifying and dangerous thing she has ever done. She must be forgetting that she went 
out with Stan Collymore. M Duckworth, Poole 
 
To call Dr Harold Shipman 'Britain's worst serial killer' is utter nonsense. With more confirmed kills to 
his name than any other UK-based murderer, surely Dr.. Shipman is 'Britain's best serial killer'. 
 
Colin Stagg, who was arrested in connection with one killing and turned out not to have done it in the 
first place, would qualify as the country's 'Worst Mass Murderer'.Danny King, Balham 
 
I heard recently that, on average, Alex Ferguson receives two envelopes of dog poo in the post each 
week. What I want to know is, who's sending the other one? K Libretto, Welling  
 
 SAYING GOODBYE TO MOTHER Thanks to Lilian in OZ for  this story  
You Don't Have To Own A Cat To Appreciate This One!  You don't even have to like 'em! 
 
We were dressed and ready to go out for the New Years Eve Party. We turned on a night light, turned the an-
swering machine on, covered our pet parakeet and put the cat in the backyard. We phoned the local cab  
company and requested a taxi. The taxi arrived and we opened the front door to leave the house. The cat we 
put out in the yard, scoots back into the house. We didn't want the cat shut in the house because she  
always tries to eat the bird. 
 
My wife goes out to the taxi, while I went inside to get the cat. The cat runs upstairs, with me in hot pursuit. 
Waiting in the cab, my wife doesn't want the driver to know that the house will be empty for the night. So, she 
explains to the taxi driver that I will be out soon, 'He's just going upstairs to say Goodbye to my mother.'  ; 
 
  A few minutes later, I get into the cab. 'Sorry I took so long,' I said, as we drove away. 'That stupid bitch was 
hiding under the bed. I had to poke her with a coat hanger to get her to come out! She tried to takeoff, so I 
grabbed her by the neck. Then, I had to wrap her in a blanket to keep her from scratching me. But it worked! I 
hauled her fat ass downstairs and threw her out into the back yard!' 
 
The cab driver hit a parked car 


