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not be the opinions of all the members of the Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown.  
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President Bob Barrett 
2008/09  

Editors comment on R.I. Matching Grant suspension!  
 

Unfortunately I omitted to report last week that ma ny of the Members of Swindon Thames-
down's Rotary Clubs displeasure that Rotary Interna tional Matching Grants are suspended 
due to the ‘Credit Crunch’ and that our hard work a nd all the effort that our grant matchers 
have been putting in, is now suspended, so our bus project for the unfortunate folk in Belarus 
is becalmed until R.I. changes its rules again— I know this club is not alone in being put into sus-
pension but that does not make up for the disappointment we all feel, further, I know we could have 
understood if the ruling had been that all future grants from a set date were to be suspended but not 
those already in the pipeline!  
I wonder if this will not shake Rotary's credibilit y to the folk who were expecting and working  
hard toward receiving both ours AND R.I. help and s upport (if other members feel I should not 
have included this item in a Moonraker that goes to other Rotary clubs around the World, then I take 
full responsibility as this could be just my own personal thoughts—although many members have 
voiced the same opinion, to put it bluntly;    

 
            WE (or I) AINT HAPPY!!!!!                      
 
 
 

Meeting 28 April 2009 
 
As host for the week I arrived in good time to set up the regalia but the first hiccup of the evening 
was that I was unable to access the store cupboard owing to a locked door! Having persuaded one 
of the bar staff at the ever efficient Holiday Inn to give me access the task was completed and PP 
Phil Skelton  being fortuitously at the bar ahead of me kindly treated me to a large glass of orange 
juice and soda.  
Proceeding to the sitting area in the hotel I noticed a relaxed looking young man with an out of doors 
complexion sitting in another seat and whose face seemed to match a video fit photo which I had 
seen earlier in the afternoon on the Sense web site. Indeed this young man turned out to be our 
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So R.I. take 
note!!!! 
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speaker for the evening, Shad Everett  who I had invited to talk to the club about the deaf blind 
charity known as Sense. This charity is a national charity which I am hopeful that the club will sup-
port during my year in the presidential seat. 
Introducing myself and other early birds to Shad and enjoying fraternal banter all at once, so it 
seemed, dinner time of 1930 hours arrived.  
Nineteen Rotarians, Honorary Rotarian PP Peter Woodward , aka "Woody", plus our speaker 
Shad duly assembled in the dining room to be welcomed by  President Bob. Having researched 
the internet I delivered a light hearted though reverend grace before the meal. Something about a 
duck and a hen entertaining to lunch a goose in a pen.  In spite of such grace the meal remained 
the same standard as normal and consisted of sausages, mash with gravy plus vegetables to be 
followed, eventually, by what I am told was pecan pie with cream.  
The president announced that because this night was a "Woody's balls" night the acting sergeant 
at arms PP Fred Child  would not be fining any member present for misdemeanours. After a short 
comfort break our President Bob  introduced Shad as our speaker for the evening.  
Shad first of all apologised if he appeared somewhat jaded and out of salts. He explained that dur-
ing the three days run up to last  Sunday's London Marathon he had been part of his charity's or-
ganising team engaged in the setting up of support facilities for the 800 runners that had entered 
the London Marathon and who were running for Sense. A record entry for the charity by a multiplier 
of 2, when compared with previous year's marathons! 
Shad continued his talk which he had entitled "Sense - who we are and what we do" by  showing 
us a short but most moving film about the life of Elliott, a little boy who suffers from deafblindness, 
and about how Sense has been able to help Elliott's development and help his parents in looking 
after him. Can you imagine what it would be like to be born with, not only impaired sight but also 
impaired hearing, let alone develop such a condition later in life? 
Shad explained the condition known as deafblindness which is a term that is used to describe a 
combination of vision and hearing impairments. He also told us about how the charity came to be 
formed over 50 years ago and how it helps both young and old who suffer from the condition. The 
support that the charity gives to the families and carers of those who suffer from the condition and 
the respite holidays that it arranges for clients and their families during the summer months. 
After interesting questions from the floor I gave a vote of thanks to Shad. In so doing I was able to 
tell members that Shad had not mentioned to us the fact that as well as being a regional fundraiser 
for Sense he himself raises funds for his employer charity. Shad has  been training since January 
in order to be fit enough to embark upon a Borneo challenge which involves to trekking to the top 
of Mount Kimbalu which has its summit at 4095 metres! His target for sponsorship had been 
£3,000.00 but infact to date he had raised in excess of £4,000.00. Not bad for one person's efforts! 
The meeting continued with President Bob thanking all those who had been able to attend the 
Spring Ball at The Liddington on the previous Saturday evening and he invited our Hon Sec Rich-
ard Goddard to give a short resumé of the evening. He described the food as "good" and the band 
"memorable"! Those of you who were able to attend will know what Richard meant by those care-
fully chosen words. The raffle raised a brilliant £705.00 and the evening as a whole hopefully will 
have raised between £1,400.00 and £1,500.00 'all in' which will be shared between the Swindon 
MS group and Chernobyl Children for Life charity. 
President Bob informed the club that following a committee meeting which he had attended that 
evening with representatives of those Swindon Rotary clubs involved with the planning of the "Last 
night of the proms" event  will go ahead. The event will be staged at the Wyvern Theatre and 
will take on a higher celebrity status with a commitment from Richard Stilgoe and The Orpheus 
Trust children taking part. Half of the proceeds from the night will go to Prospect and the other 
half to the Swindon MS 
group. 
The evening ended with the 200 Club draw being somewhat surprisingly won by a dearly departed 
member of our club whose identity, or should I say former identity, I feel should be kept known only 
to those present on the grounds of privacy!  
President Bob concluded the meeting by reminding members that the next meeting of the club will 
be at the Holiday Inn on Tuesday 12 th May. It will be a partners evening and we were delighted 
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to hear that the host for that occasion will be our very own and indeed infamous, albeit retired, Mr 
Teezy Weezy himself, better known to some of you as the editor of this esteemed periodical.  
After the final toast the meeting dispersed in an orderly fashion but my efforts to stow safely our rega-
lia were once again thwarted by the locked door to the hotel storeroom.  
Thanks Richard for a very concise report I expected no less from you also thanks for not calling me 
‘Wheezy Teasy!’ Golds! 
  

3 Go Conferencing 
(An Enid Blyton/Newson tale) 

  
 Did you know that approximately 10% of the Rotary Cub of Swindon Thamesdown 
went to district conference in Jersey? It all happened during the weekend 13th – 
15th March 2009. We took our partners and had an exceptional time. I’ve been to 
about twelve District Conferences and this one had some of the best speakers, it 
was by far the most attractive venue (including my own D G’s– Brighton) and the 
weather couldn’t have been kinder. 
 

 Hopefully the editors will reproduce the conference pro-
gram to give you a taster of what went on. 
 
 Martin Bell and General Sir Mike Jackson KCMG – They 
spoke individually then they had a question time with the 
gathered audience, these two well known figures are very 

much free thinkers. 
 
 Dr Lee Durrell – The widow of Gerald Durrell 
of Jersey Wildlife Zoo and Preservation Trust 
their TV series in the 80’s and 90’s showed 
their pioneer spirit in animal conservation. 
 

 David Glover – Who spoke about shelter boxes and how they have been created to 
save lives and give the basics to people in crisis anywhere in the world. 
 
 Jasvinder Sanghera – The subject of forced marriages and the potential repercus-
sions, now the forced marriage (Civil Protection Act) has been passed which is due 
to Jasvinder and here efforts, she was very nearly one herself and now has written 
a book on the subject. 
 
 Maggie’s – Sandy Briscoe and Sian Davies, These fund raisers spoke passionately about he 
Maggie’s Cancer Caring Centre in Oxford and the need for another in our district. 
 
 There were other speakers however if you want to know more ask me, S.V.P. Richard Fry or P.P 
Steve Davison, we all had a memorable time. 
 
 Socially we toured the island, went for scenic walks partially necessitated because of the superb res-
taurants that we found, oh and we had a few drinks. 
 
 Next year I am your conference secretary , the venue is Torquay March 19th – 20th, how about 
taking over a guest house for the weekend, if you recall I arranged the accom-
modation last time you went to Torquay (Oscars Hotel) sadly it has closed, but 
I have had the secretary of the Torquay Hoteliers staying with us and he went 
to our Spring Ball. 
 
  P.P Peter Newson 

The End! 
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Final view of Conference 
I know this one is out of focus but as the D.G. loo ks to be 
asleep during a speaker I had to include it !! He H e, He - sorry 
D.G. Dave—As I know you will see this ( that’s done it, bet I 
don't win the Best Bulletin Award next year now!!!) Golds! 
 

 
 
 
 
From Mr  ‘we’re all Doomed’ Davison 
Fellow Rotarians 
  
We (Bob) have received a request from Gin to change the kids day out from Saturday 25 July to 
Sunday 26 July.   Bob has asked me to check with Mandy at The True Heart if it's OK with her.  I 
am pleased to confirm that she is happy with the new date of Sunday and will provide the mar-
quee as requested. 
  
To get this off the ground we need to know: 
do we need Timmy Time - the magician we had last year?  
something new - the BUMS - Bishopstone United Morris Dancers (ALL MEN!) would be happy to 
put on a Morris Dancing show (it can include the children too) - but we will need to check if they 
are available?  
will we need additional car parking in Rob Selbourne's field (same as last year) - if it's available.  
He does sometimes have his own music fesitvals so we'll need to clear it with him?  
what do we want in the way of food/drinks from Mandy when we return?  BBQ/Something else??  
do we want to do packed lunches as last year (Downs View Kitchen is available and bacon sand-
wiches for volunteers!) 
Bob - can you let Gin know that this date is OK and the pub is booked. 
  
We need to make some decisions quickly in order to organise things. 
 Regards 
 
 Response from incoming President Richard Fry; (n.b. President from July 1st) 
 Dear All 
I am happy with the Sunday and if we can get the magician and the BUMS as well this would be 
good. 
Will the Cotswold Wild life Park accept us on the Sunday? Can we get them to give us a more 
generous rate than last year. 
I'll be away from tonight until Friday 8th and so will not be contactable by email although by 
phone 0034 971 378043 
 hasta la vista 
Richard 
 
Now something a tad lighter; 
I recently received this message from Facebook! 
 
‘Jacqui Horn recently became friends with Tony Horn  and thinks you may know 
Tony too.’ 
 
Yeah I do know Tony! - but I think it is wonderful that two people who have been married 
for a couple of years can now be considered to be friends with each other, obviously 
there is hope for Peggy & I yet 



5 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
THE SHOEBOX.  
 
A man and woman had been married for more than 60 years. They had shared everything. They had talked 
about everything. They had kept no secrets from each other except that the little old woman had a shoe box 
in the top of her closet that she had cautioned her husband never to open or ask her about.  
 
For all of these years, he had never thought about the box, but one day the little old woman got very sick 
and the doctor said she would not recover. In trying to sort out their affairs, the little old man took down the 
shoe box and took it to his wife's bedside. She agreed that it was time that he should know what was  
in the box. When he opened it, he found two crocheted dolls and a stack of money totalling $95,000.  
He asked her about the contents. 'When we were to be married,' she said, ' my grandmother told me the se-
cret of a happy marriage was to never argue. She told me that if I ever got angry with you, I should just 
keep quiet and crochet a doll.' The little old man was so moved; he had to fight back tears. Only two pre-
cious dolls were in the box. She had only been angry with him two times in all those years of living and 
loving. He almost burst with happiness.  
'Honey,' he said, 'that explains the dolls, but what about all of this money? Where did it come from?'  
'Oh,' she said, 'that's the money I made from selling the dolls.'  
 

A Prayer......  
Dear Lord, I pray for Wisdom to understand my man;  

Love to forgive him, and Patience for his moods.  
Because Lord, if I pray for Strength,  

I'll beat him to death, because I don't have time to crochet.  
 
  
 
 
A Muslim was sitting next to Paddy on a plane. Paddy odered a whiskey. 
The stewardess asked the Muslim if he'd like a drink. 
He replied in disgust "I'd rather be raped by a dozen whores than let liquor touch my lips!" 
Paddy handed his drink back & said "Me too, I didn’t know we had a choice!" 
(this joke has nothing to do with ANY S.T. Rotary Member– well ok, maybe Flan and Hannif) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Paddy Child calls Easyjet to book a flight. The operator asks "How many peopleare flying with you?" 
Paddy replies "I don’t know! Its your Bl**y plane!!" 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Paddy Goddard & Flanagan are working on a building site. Paddy says to Flanagan "I’m gonna have the 
day off, I’m gonna pretend I’m mad!" 
He climbs up the rafters , hangs upside down & shouts "I'M A LIGHTBULB! I'M A LIGHTBULB!" 
Flanagan watches in amazement! 
The Foreman shouts "Paddy you're mad, go home" So he leaves the site. 
Flanagan starts packing his kit up to leave as well. 
"Where the hell are you going?" asks the Foreman. 
"I cant work in the friggin dark! " says Flanagan 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Two Irish couples decided to swap partners for the night. After 3 hours of amazing sex Flanagan says "I 
wonder how the girls are getting on" 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Q. What’s a Catholic priest & a pint of Guinness got in common? 
A. black coat, white collar & you've got to watch your arse if you get a dodgy one! 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Paddy Collis the electrician got sacked from the U.S. prison service for not servicing the electric chair. He 
said in his professional opinion it was a death trap! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 Paddy Davison, the Irish boyfriend of the woman who’s head was found on Arbroath beach was asked to 
identify her. A detective held up the head to which point Paddy said "I don’t think that’s her, she wasn’t 
that tall!" 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Paddy Jefferies & his wife are lying in bed & the neighbours dog is barking like mad in the garden. Paddy 
says "To hell with this!" & storms off. He comes back upstairs 5 mins later & his wife asks "What did you 
do?" 
Paddy replies "I've put their dog in our garden, lets see how they like it!"  
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Paddy Newson is said to be shocked at finding out all his cows have Bluetongue. 
"Be Jeysus!" he said, "I didn’t even know they had mobile phones!" 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Flan & Dave are reading head stones at a nearby cemetery. Flan  say "Crikey! There’s a bloke here who 
was 152!" 
Dave says "What’s his name?" Flan replies "Miles from London !" 
 
 Any resemblance to Swindon Thamesdown Rotary Club members names in the 
above jokes is purely coincidental —-he he he he!!! ! 
 
 
There is NO Meeting next Monday as it is yet anothe r bank holiday  Why can’t we 
have it on St Georges Day instead!? 
 

 The following meeting is MAY 12th and it is a Partners invited meeting  
BUT ensure Sandra knows you and your partner are at tending or you could go 
hungry!!  
 
See you there—I am the host  
 
byeeeeeeeeeeeee now 
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Next weeks Club Host is;  
 
he is also P.P. Peter Collis’s little helper with the L.E.C.  
(— look forward to his view of the meeting in the Moonraker next week!!! 
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