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By email to all members of Swindon Thamesdown Rotary Club, Foothill Highlands Rotary Club, Tappahannock Ro-
tary Club and selected Australian Rotary Club Members by Snail-mail to Hon, Members of Swindon Thamesdown and 

now available on our website at;  
http://www.rotaryclubofswindonthamesdown.org.uk/ 

The comments expressed in this newsletter, if not credited to someone else, are the thoughts & opinions of the Editor and therefore may 
not be the opinions of all the members of the Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown.  

Issue 76 - Volume 3 and Number 46 of this Rotary Year 

 

 

President Bob Barrett 
2008/09  

Meeting June 2nd 2009 
 
A big warm welcome to our newest Rotarians Simon Co llett and Andrew Joyce we 
look forward to sharing our Rotary with you; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Host Rotarian Hannif Robbani reports; 

My first night hosting a Rotary meeting!!!! Why was I feeling so terrified??? It seemed simple 
enough but the nerves had set in since last week. Was looking for every reason to get out of 
it, but also didn’t want to be the first Rotarian to be hung, drawn, and quartered, which is no 
doubt what President Bob probably would have done to me at the next meeting! (Is it just 
me or does Bob remind you of your Head Teacher at school, the one that you were always 
scared of!) 
 
 Anyway Tony Horn  came to the restaurant last Thursday with his better half, (he didn’t book 
either!!!! -Had to juggle my seating plan to get him in!!) and was getting some advice off him 

as to what I needed to do, he filled me in and I thought hey that doesn’t sound too bad, was a great help, and 
helped ease my nerves. He told me to look at my rotary handbook for guidance and then pulled his one out of 
his pocket. Come on Tony your going out with your Lady for a nice romantic meal, what are you doing carrying 
your Rotary handbook around with you??????? 
 
 That night I got home and thought that handbook looked familiar?? So went upstairs and checked the pockets 
of my brown suit, you know guy’s the one I used to wear all the time back in January, anyway I found the hand-
book and also my standing order form that Steve gave me back in January!! Sorry Steve promise to fill it in and 

 

  

Editor; Past President  
Peter Goldsworthy P.H.F.  

Swindon Thamesdown Editor of the year 2007 
District 1100 Editor of the Year 2008/9 (Yeah!) 
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On the left Rotarian Simon with his 
sponsor Rotarian Chris Ockwell  

and on the right  
Rotarian Andrew is pinned by the 
President whilst his sponsor PP Phil 
Skelton  seems deep in thought 
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send it off before I get to Goldsworthy’s age!!!! 
 
 Monday Evening before Rotary was outside the restaurant when Jan Collis pulled up in her car driving as if 
she was Jenson Button, I asked if everything was ok, there was an emergency!!!!!!! She was cooking a stir 
fry but forgot to get the rice! She had heard that it was my first time hosting and again took me through the 
procedure of what needs doing. 
 
 Anyway about 4 or 5 Gin and tonics later (only joking she only had a diet coke) I gave her some rice and she 
rushed home coz she had left Peter in charge of the stir fry!!!! Half an hour later Jan text’d me to say Pete 
would get there early to help me out. What a Star!!!! 
 
 Rotary Meeting got there about 6.55—Pete Collis got there for seven to be honest he set everything up for 
me I didn’t really do anything, but at least I know what needs to be done for next time!  3 cheers for Pete Col-
lis! 
 
 Our Speakers on the evening were Allan Berry Junior Vice President of the Cheltenham  Rotary Club , 
and also from the 1st of July, the District Polio Chair , he also brought along with him Denise Rand, who 
was also a fellow Rotarian from the Cheltenham club. 
 
 Also attending was President Steve Brain with PP Ray Fisher both of Sw indon Rotary Club and Presi-
dent Charlotte Mannion of Swindon Old Town Rotary C lub accompanied by husband  Cyril who is a 
member of Marlborough Rotary and a number of Charlo tte’s members , altogether we had 37 members 
and visitors so the evening was packed!! Initially I thought it was because people knew I was the host, then I 
realised that wasn’t the reason, Nevermind!!! 
 
 Also what made that night more special was that we were inducting or as everyone likes to refer to it as in-
ducing not 1 but 2 new members!!!  Hang on!! That means Paul Parfrey has got away without doing the raf-
fle at all!! But then again I don’t think I did the raffle much, you see the problem is Nigel loves it! He won’t 
admit it but he doesn’t want to give up the raffle. Did you see how eager he was this week he couldn’t even 
wait for the break, he went round harassing people while they were in the middle of their food.  Talking about 
food, being the good Muslim boy that I am I refrain from eating pork. This week while dishing out the food 
Stella  came up to me and said” You don’t eat Pork do you?” to which I replied “That’s right” so what did I get 
as a substitute???  
 
  A HAM salad!!!!! 
 
 There was a dumbstruck look on the face’s of everyone on the table. Bob, Richard Goddard and Pete Col-
lis, the look on their face’s was priceless!  
 
 Moving on to the talk, we were given a talk that evening on Polio and how Rotary are on a quest to eradicate 
the disease once and for all. How we have been given a target to raise £200 million which should see Polio 
once and for all assigned to the history books. 
 
I was amazed to learn that Rotary played such an important part in eradicating not just Polio but small pox 
from the world.  Before Rotary there was, I think 350,00 cases of Polio a year, now we are down to 1,500 or 
just that last 1% before we finally defeat it.  
 
 Throughout the talk, (especially bearing in mind I myself am quite a new member, and so far to me Rotary is 
just a weekly event where we all get together to take the mick out of Goldsworthy), I learnt so much about 
what Rotary actually is, especially from the quote; 
 

 ‘ When Rotary speaks the World listens’ 
 

 Bill Gates 
 
 An immense amount of pride built up that I was fortunate enough to be part of an organisation, that has not 
only helped a man or woman, or in fact a lot of men and women, but in my opinion has helped all of Man-
kind.  I’m sure most people in this world, regardless of age colour, nationality or religion, if they knew the 
difference Rotary had made, they would all say WOW!!! 
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 That’s what Rotary is about and I hope the new members inducted on that evening got a taste of what they 
have become a part of because I know with every meeting that goes by I become more and more proud to be a 
Rotarian! 
 
 P.S.  Taking the mick out of Golds is the icing on the cake!!  
 
Stand in Fine master Sergeant at Arms PP Fred Child 
took over and fined most folk 
 
Woodys balls officially know as the Double Century Club was drawn and the winner 
was that lucky chap JVP John Fisher  
 
Hannif, a fab report —go to the top of the micky take class. I know I speak for all the club 
when I say that during your vote of thanks when you said that as a new(ish) Rotarian, hearing 
what Rotary achieves makes you more and more proud to be a member of Rotary, well at that 
moment you suddenly made all of us more proud too! Thank you, Golds!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bob the Builder with friends! (wot a smasher!) 
At the new M.S. Therapy Centre Swindon 

 
Now pictures of the Rotary evening; thanks to additional photographer PP Alan Jefferies 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 Wot I’ve 
won 

again!!?? 
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President and Past Presidents Pensive moments at the Club 
 
 
 

The Muckraker Reports 
Re, The Sergeant at Arms replacement; 

FROM BEING A LITTLE TREASURE TO BEING CHILDLIKE  
  
            So Val Nix goes into hospital for a new hip – op. went O.K. but she is still there. Could it be that the 
hospital knows about Alan’s  culinary skills. 
  
            Moving on, 
            Yours truly goes to a Rotary meeting last Monday evening. Whilst away, he later learns, Alan has 
paid a visit to his house (via the back garden) and it wasn’t just for culinary tips. 
  
           Graffiti seen in an Oxford University gents toilet 

            ARMITAGE SHANKS 
            Who is Armitage and what is shanking? 

 
 
 
These 16 Police Comments were taken off actual poli ce car videos around the USA: 
16 'You know, stop lights don't come any redder than the one you just  went through.' 
15 'Relax, the handcuffs are tight because they're new. They'll stretch after you wear them a while.' 
14 'If you take your hands off the car, I'll make your birth certificate a worthless document.' 
13 'If you try to run, you'll only go to jail tired.' 
12 'Can you run faster than 1200 feet per second? Because that's the speed of the bullet that'll be chasing 
you.' 
11 'You don't know how fast you were going? I guess that means I can write anything I want to on the 
ticket, huh?'   
10 'Yes, sir, you can talk to the shift supervisor, but I don't think it will help. Oh, did I mention that I'm the 
shift supervisor?' 
9 'Warning? You want a warning? Ok, I'm warning you not to speed again or I'll give you another ticket.' 
8 'The answer to this last question will determine whether you are drunk or not. Was Mickey Mouse a cat or 
a dog?' 
7 'Fair? You want me to be fair? Listen, fair is a place where you go to ride on rides, eat cotton candy and 
corn dogs and step in monkey poop.'    
6 'Yeah, we have a quota. Two more tickets and my wife gets a toaster oven.' 
5 'In God we trust, all others we run through NCIC.' 
4 'How big were those 'two beers' you say you had?' 
3 'No sir, we don't have quotas anymore. We used to, but now we're allowed to write as many tickets as we 
want.' 
2 'I'm glad to hear that the Chief (of Police) is a personal friend of yours. At least you know someone who 
can post your bail.'  
AND THE WINNER IS... 
1 'You didn't think we gave 'pretty women' tickets? You're right ma'am, we don't. Sign right here..... '   
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Well this is my last edition for three weeks as I will miss the next two meetings as I 
travel around the UK with Sam & Dick from Foothill Highlands Rotary Club and 
then we will be joined by Walt & Pat from Elk Grove Rotary Club —both in California  
and then by Alan & Gill from our club, so I hand over to my well qualified deputy, Hon 
Sec, Richard Goddard  and I look forward to reading what you get up to on our travels 
via my laptop 
 
Next weeks Club Host is; Rotarian Peter Johnson 
 
who is also P.P. Peter Collis’s little helper with the L.E.C.  
(— look forward to different views of the meeting in the Moonraker next 
week and the week after!!! 
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