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By email to all members of Swindon Thamesdown Rotary Club, Foothill Highlands Rotary Club, Tappahannock Ro-
tary Club and selected Australian Rotary Club Members by Snail-mail to Hon, Members of Swindon Thamesdown and 

now available on our website at;  
http://www.rotaryclubofswindonthamesdown.org.uk/ 

The comments expressed in this newsletter, if not credited to someone else, are the thoughts & opinions of the Editor and therefore may 
not be the opinions of all the members of the Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown.  

Issue 82 Volume 4 and Number 02 of this Rotary Year 

 

 

President Richard Fry 
2009/10  

 Meeting July 14th 2009 
Host Rotarian Chris Ockwell 

  
Tues 14th  was a "first", meaning it was Richard Fry's  first 
night in charge of the club.  Overall a well conducted, quiet, 
polite and business like meeting - none of the rowdy & bawdy comments that 
Bob became accustomed to ….  
Don't worry Richard, give us a few weeks & you'll be fighting your ground just 
like all good Presidents, (mind you he was a bit heavy handed with his bell & 
clanger this evening) ….. Hope you settle in well & enjoy your term.  
Also good luck to you and Jane for Sunday, hope the weather stays fine.  
 
Think we had about 25 or so attendees, 
including two visitors (pictured here with 
President Richard)- Dave Rogers , a guest of 
Andrew Whiting John Dixon  who made 

contact via Hon Sec Richard Goddard,  and apparently knew 
of Rotary through friends and our advertising and came along to 
find out in person what it's all about - hope both will return soon 
The meal … a lot better than the previous week (I'm still not 
sure if that grey/brown meaty stuff we had then really was 
tuna), but this time a conventional lamb roast even if the spuds 
were swimming in a strange yellow mixture. 
Our Speaker was Charlotte Hewlett,  talking about her charity group ….Swindon Living Options, 

which has the headline of …" Providing physically disabled 
people with opportunities to become fully included members 
of society".  
Charlotte gave us a clear insight into the working of this 
group and the wide range of support and activities carried 
out by the group around Swindon.  
It was also interesting to appreciate how small the world can 
be, and the who & where they have links, for instance her 
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mention of help from The Willow Trust  (a group we have 
contact with as well).  
 
One of the key points she raised was that whilst they are 
fairly successful in organising and running events it is the 
cost of transport that is a problem area for them.  
They do use & work with Dial -a - Ride and apparently they 
are short of drivers …. At the end of the evening I saw P.P 
Peter Newson swapping details with Charlotte, so who 
knows maybe another link being forged. 
 
I also think 99% of us learnt a 

new word from Charlotte's presentation 
…."Boccia", strange looks around the room until 
she put up the slides showing us it actually is a 
ball game , a bit like bowls but suitable for dis-
abled folks 
 
Not a whole lot of other news or comments,  
given this was the start of the new year & P.P. 
Phil Skelton  reminded us that he is holding his first Club Administration 

Committee  mtg next Tues before the club mtg, as is I.P.P. Bob Barrett for his group ALL AT 6.15 
pm 
 
Couple of birthdays ,,,apparently Barbara was 21 again & we didn't know if Fred was 64 or 74 (as 
one wit suggested) … could even be more, Golds! 
 
Raffle Monkey Rtn. Simon Collett  was correct in his prediction of selling Bob the winning ticket (or 
is that his standard patter to all of us), however a fitting & just payment to a recent & past President 
for a job well done (well it was a whole £11 after all) 
Chris.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
  
 
 
 
Hi Peter, could you please put a line in the Moony thanking Alison Horn for her assistance with the 
Walkley Walk, I omitted to credit her in the MoonWalker when I listed the helpers. Richard G 

Delighted to help out Richard I really do know how difficult it is to remember everyone and everything so; 
‘Thanks again from all of us Alison! ’ 

Fellow Rotarians and Partners. 
Remember the Chernobyl kids day out is on Sunday 26 July.  Going to the Cotswold Wild Life 
Park and then back to The True Heart at Bishopstone for fun & frolics!  
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Info in after  the meeting 

Here are a few details regarding proposed trip to Poland next year. 
  
Proposed trip to Krakow Poland  possibly May 2010 but could be another month if preferred.  
Leaving on Friday and returning on Mon, with possible visits to Aushwitz/Birkenau and Wieliczka 
Salt Mines with local guides and entrance fees included.  Suggested Hotel Pod Wawelem is in 
the city centre of historic Krakow.  
This is a modern hotel with restaurant, pub, terrace with summer bar and a view over Krakow. 
Barnes Travel can organise this to include all transport to and from the airports and to the hotel 
plus the two trips for approx £429.00 p.p. to include breakfast. 
  
Depending on numbers will persue other options available.   
Thanks Rtn, Barbara Goulding 
  
 

C.C.I.N.   Just a note to let you know that the deadline for gifts and goods etc for 
the 'Chernobyl Children' container heading to Belarus is mid September . The container has 
now been relocated but is still at Westbury. If you have anything for the container please let me 
know and if there is enough, Service Chair Bob Barrett will organise a van/transport to take the 
items to Westbury.  

For the newer members of the Club who wish to find out more about this, please contact 

regards Rtn, Richard Goddard  

 

Almoner’s Report,  Honorary Member P.P. Jack Snow 

 Jack is progressing well after a corrective hernia operation during which complications with the 
‘water works’ were found – Jack is very upbeat and on the mend unfortunately he will be unable 
to attend President Richard’s Garden Party but is looking forward to The Past President’s Din-
ner  - Jack wishes to be remembered to all the Club members. 
 
   
 For our new members – Please inform The Club Almone r Rtn, Kevin Brown of any fellow 
Rotarian’s distress or illness ASAP . 
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A Thank you letter to I.P.P. Bob. 



5 

Understanding Engineers - Take One 
Two engineering students were walking across a university campus when one said," Where did you get such a 
great bike?" The second engineer replied, "Well, I was walking along yesterday, minding my own business, 
when a beautiful woman rode up on this bike, threw it to the ground, took off all her clothes and said, "Take 
what you want." The second engineer nodded approvingly and said, "Good choice; the clothes probably would-
n't have fitted you anyway." 
 
Understanding Engineers - Take Two�
To the optimist, the glass is half full. To the pessimist, the glass is half empty. 
To the engineer, the glass is twice as big as it needs to be. 
 
Understanding Engineers - Take Three 
A priest, a doctor, and an engineer were waiting one morning for a particularly slow group of golfers. The en-
gineer fumed, "What's with those blokes? We must have been waiting for fifteen minutes!" 
The doctor chimed in, "I don't know, but I've never seen such inept golf!" 
The priest said, "Here comes the greens keeper. Let's have a word with him." He said, "Hello, George! what's 
wrong with that group ahead of us? They're rather slow, aren't they?" The greens keeper replied, "Oh, yes. 
That's a group of blind fire 
fighters. They lost their sight saving our clubhouse from a fire last year, so we always let them play for free 
anytime." The group fell silent for a moment. 
The priest said, "That's so sad. I think I will say a special prayer for them tonight." 
The doctor said, "Good idea. I'm going to contact my ophthalmologist colleague and see if there's anything he 
can do for them." 
The engineer said, "Why can't they play at night?" 
 
Understanding Engineers - Take Four 
What is the difference between mechanical engineers and civil engineers? Mechanical engineers build weap-
ons and civil engineers build targets. 
 
Understanding Engineers - Take Five 
The graduate with a science degree asks, "Why does it work?" The graduate with an engineering degree asks, 
"How does it work?" The graduate with an accounting degree asks, "How much will it cost?" The graduate 
with an arts degree asks, "Do you want fries with that?" 
 
Understanding Engineers - Take Six 
Three engineering students were gathered together discussing the possible designers of the human body. 
One said, "It was a mechanical engineer. Just look at all the joints." 
Another said, "No, it was an electrical engineer. The nervous system has many thousands of electrical connec-
tions. "The last one said, "No, actually it had to have been a civil engineer. Who else would run a toxic waste 
pipeline through a recreational area ?" 
 
Understanding Engineers - Take Seven 
Normal people believe that if it ain't broke, don't fix it. Engineers believe that if it ain't broke, it doesn't have 
enough features yet. 
  
Understanding Engineers - Take Eight 
An engineer was crossing a road one day, when a frog called out to him and said, "If you kiss me, I'll turn into 
a beautiful princess." He bent over, picked up the frog and put it in his pocket. The frog spoke up again and 
said, "If you kiss me and turn me back into a beautiful princess, I will stay with you for one week." 
The engineer took the frog out of his pocket, smiled at it and returned It to the pocket. 
The frog then cried out, "If you kiss me and turn me back into a Princess, I'll stay with you for one week and 
do ANYTHING you want." 
Again, the engineer took the frog out, smiled at it and put it back into his pocket. 
Finally, the frog asked, "What is the matter? I've told you I'm a beautiful princess, and that I'll stay with you for 
one week and do anything you want. Why won't you kiss me?" 
The engineer said, "Look, I'm an engineer. I don't have time for a girlfriend, but a talking frog, now that's 
cool."     ……………………………..Thanks for these Fred! 
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CREATIVE PUNS FOR "EDUCATED MINDS" 
 1.  The roundest knight at King Arthur's round table was Sir Cumference.  He acquired his size 
from too much pi. 
2.  I thought I saw an eye doctor on an Alaskan island, but it turned out to be an optical Aleu-
tian. 
3.  She was only a whiskey maker, but he loved her still. 
4.  A rubber band pistol was confiscated from algebra class because it was a weapon of math 
disruption. 
5.  The butcher backed into the meat grinder and got a little behind in his work. 
6.  No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll still be stationery. 
7.  A dog gave birth to puppies near the road and was cited for littering. 
8.  A grenade thrown into a kitchen in France would result in Linoleum Blownapart. 
9.  Two silk worms had a race.  They ended up in a tie. 
10.  Time flies like an arrow.  Fruit flies like a banana. 
11.  A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall.  The police are looking into it. 
12.  Atheism is a non-prophet organization. 
13.  Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in the hallway.  One hat said to the other, 'You stay 
here; I'll go on a head.' 
14.  I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger.  Then it hit me. 
15.  A sign on the lawn at a drug rehab center said:  'Keep off the Grass.' 
16.  A small boy swallowed some coins and was taken to a hospital.  When his grandmother 
telephoned to ask how he was, a nurse said, 'No change yet.' 
17.  A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion. 
19.  The short fortune-teller who escaped from prison was a small medium at large. 
20.  The man who survived mustard gas and pepper spray is now a seasoned veteran. 
21.  A backward poet writes inverse. 
22.  In democracy it's your vote that counts.  In feudalism it's your Count that votes. 
23.  When cannibals ate a missionary, they got a taste of religion 
24.  Don't join dangerous cults:  Practice safe sects! 
Thanks Sam Morgan of Foothill Highlands Rotary Club  in California for these,  

always a pleasure to share humour/humor 

Next weeks Club Host is; I.P.P. Bob Barrett 
 
he is also P.P. Peter Collis’s little helper with the L.E.C.  
(— look forward to his view of the meeting in the Moonraker next week!!! 
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Almost the Last word  
As your Membership Chairman I would like to point out this small amend-
ment I have made to this years Rotary theme for our Rotary Club, for 
without your support in bringing quality new members into the club we 
could have a limited future. We need members of the same quality as the 
6 we recruited last year, who have gelled so well into our happy throng;  
Remember one of your Rotary tasks (maybe your main task) is that YOU 
have to supply your own replacement.  
Please speak to one of the Membership committee; PP Peter Winton -  
PP Tony Horn or my self with your ideas and your possible potentials. 
  
Please remember in our club a potential members will receive up to three 
meals at the expense of  the Club (not you) for them to become aware of 
what Rotary entails and the enjoyment it brings us. 
 
We look forward to receiving your suggestions. Golds!  


