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By email to all members of Swindon Thamesdown Rotary Club, Foothill Highlands Rotary Club, Tappahannock Ro-
tary Club and selected Australian Rotary Club Members by Snail-mail to Hon, Members of Swindon Thamesdown and 

now available on our website at;  
http://www.rotaryclubofswindonthamesdown.org.uk/ 

The comments expressed in this newsletter, if not credited to someone else, are the thoughts & opinions of the Editor and therefore may 
not be the opinions of all the members of the Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown.  

Issue 83 Volume 4 and Number 3 of this Rotary Year 

 

 

President Richard Fry 
2009/10  

  
Meeting July 21st 2009 

 
Before the official Club meeting took place, the 
two groups led by P.P. Phil Skelton —Club Ad-
ministration and I.P.P Bob Barrett—Club Service met at 6.15pm to 
plan the Rotary year ahead. 
 
 The evening began with the I.P.P.& .J.V.P. and jolly good fellow 
Bob Barrett  saying grace and the club sitting down to a sumptuous 
feast of water melon and Parma ham followed by some kind of liquid 
Sheppard’s or cottage pie. The President Richard Fry did explain to 

me the difference between the two but I am afraid I have forgotten the differnce at the time of writing these 
notes.  
 
 It was noticed by all those who were present at the clubs handover meeting that 
our hotel liaison office ate the same menu as the rest of the club enforcing the ro-
tary motto ‘service above self’. 
 
 President Richard Fry welcomed us all and asked the club to be kind to him at his 
first B&F meeting which I think the club did, even the Treasurer seamed to treat him 
with some respect! Richard also welcomed a visiting Rotarian from the RC of Swin-
don North John Goodearl  and our guest for the evening David Rogers 
 
 The Treasurer P.P. Steve Davison tried to give a financial report 
even though he had lost his notes in his brief case. After several 
tense moments he discovered them hidden at the bottom of his 
case and gave the club a financial summary without once saying the 
phrase ‘we are doomed’!  - which must be positive news for us all? 
 
 Phil Skelton gave an overview of the Club Administration projects 
and he announced the Ramsbury Brewery trip, the Lacock 
guided tour and the host duties for the early part of the year. Phil 
discussed the Rotary Skittles competition and the possibility of 
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arranging a skittles match with a club closer to home. 
 
  Bob Barrett gave an overview of the coming weekends two events the Walk Presentation and the CCIN Kids 
Out event. 

(See below) 
         

Walkley Midnight Walk Presentation Evening - Friday  24th July 7.30pm 
True Heart Bishopstone - Swindon Mayor Councilor John Wren will arrive 7.45pm 
8.00pm Cheque Presentation starts - President Richard Fry 
Please wear club ‘logoed’ clothing if available for P.R. purposes as the press may attend.  
(Well our own editor will be there!) 
 
  CCIN Kids Out - Sunday 26 th July 

10.00am - Coach Leaves True Heart Pub Bishopstone 
11.00am - Coach Arrives Cotswold Wild Life Park 

12.00pm - Special Penguin Feeding Time 
3.00pm - Coach Leaves Cotswold Wild Life Park 

4.00pm - Coach Arrives True Heart Pub Bishopstone 
4.15pm - Children’s Entertainer Timmy Time 

5.15pm - Barbeque for the Children 
6.15pm – Finish 

I.P.P  Bob also discussed the STEP (Swindon Ten to Eighteen Project) project with the club and the possibility of 
mentoring young adults who may need help with interviewing techniques etc. Some of the members of the Service 
Committee are meeting with the Directors of STEP on Wednesday 22nd July to see how the club can assist the char-
ity.Bob also gave an update on the Belarus Bus online matching grant it took 2.5hours for Richard Goddard and 
himself and he reports that you cannot save it if you are unable to complete th e document ! Therefore so I’m 
going to send a manual PDF version version directly to the USA!  
Editors comment;  
Rotary International needs to be made aware of this  shortfall in communication!! 
 
 Rtn,Barbara Goulding then spoke to the club about next year’s proposed trip to Poland and gave details of the 
flights and excursions. 
 During the meeting our esteemed Membership Chairman Peter Goldsworthy took out into the bar area guest Dave 
Rogers to give him an overview of the club and Rotary.  
   Yeah -Let’s hope this didn’t put him off Rotary for life!!! Golds! 
 The meeting closed with President Richard reminding the club of the Silent Movie Night he is planning for the 
30th October in aid of his nominated charity S.E.N.C.E. 
In case you didn't read to the end of the last Moon raker I repeat the message here!   
As your Membership Chairman I would like to point out this small amendment I have made to this years Ro-
tary theme for our Rotary Club, for without your support in bringing quality new members into 
the club we could have a limited future. We need members of the same quality as the 6 we  
recruited last year, who have gelled so well into our happy throng;  
Remember one of your Rotary tasks (maybe your main task) is that YOU have to supply your own re-
placement.  
Please speak to one of the Membership committee; PP Peter Winton -  PP Tony 
Horn or myself with your ideas and your possible potentials. 
  
Please remember in our club a potential members will receive up to three meals at 
the expense of the Club (not you) for them to become aware of what Rotary entails 
and the enjoyment it brings us. 
 

We look forward to receiving your  suggestions. Golds!  
 
Email IN from Rotarian Mark Amis 
Hi All, I hope to attend one or both of these events. (the ones Bob emailed details of)  I am still in a rather unsettled 
state but much happier now.   if you - especially the ladies, want a good laugh  don't forget that I am appearing in 
the Musical production of the Full Monty at the Arts Centre next week from Wednesday 29th (Ladies only Charity 
night) to Sat !st Aug. Ok I only have a small part yes yes, ha ha but it is a brilliant local show, not to be missed.   look 
forward to catching up. Best regards, Mark — (cont overleaf) 
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The Editor hopes it’s is a warm evening for you Mark!  
Its always great to hear of a Rotarian nobly keeping his end up, and 
doing a (small) presentation for charity!!! Look out for Fellow male 
Rotarians disguised in wigs and dresses wielding cameras in the front 
row!! You could even have the centre spread in the Moonraker (well 
maybe a quarter page anyway)  

Readers, I popped this years Rotary theme in here as somehow after his email it almost seemed appropriate 
for Mark—then I thought of last years theme and now leave you to make up your own minds which actually 
applies to him!! Golds! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From Hon Sec Richard Goddard aided and abetted by Sally  
I have attached a pic I took at the airport on arrival of the C.C.L.L. children from Belarus  - we 
have brought over 38 this summer for 4 weeks. Sally and I are hosting two girls aged12 & 13 this 
time, then at the third week we have an extra two - 7 & 9 so our house is going to be rather busy! 
 
Again, a lovely selection of kids from 7 to 16 years all in need of the 4 weeks respite with the whole-
some food and fresh water that will greatly assist to detox their system of the ingested radiation 
from their homeland. 
 
They are looking forward to the Rotary Kids Out trip to the Cotswold Wildlife Park . 
 
Fellow Rotarians and Ladies make that date for your Diary its all in Bobs report on the previous 
page — be there and make young folk H.A.P.P.Y.!  

Yes—VERY Happy!!!  
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Apologies if you are not pictured - but we only had a part time 
cameraman as the SVP kept filling the photographers glass up! 
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The following have all appeared in church magazines so let us thank God for church ladies with typewrit-
ers.  
Next weekend's Fasting & Prayer Conference in Whitby includes all meals.  
 
Sunday morning sermon: 'Jesus Walks on the Water' 
Sunday evening sermon: 'Searching for Jesus.' 
 
Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale It's a chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping around the 
house. Bring your husbands. 
 
Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our community.   
Smile at someone who is hard to love.  
Say 'Hell' to someone who doesn't care much about you.  
 
Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help.  
Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again,' giving obvious pleasure to the congregation. 
 
For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery downstairs. 
 
Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir. They need all the help they can get. 
 
Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. So ends a friendship that began in 
their school days. 
 
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What Is Hell?' Come early and listen to our choir prac-
tice 
 
Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new members and to the deterioration 
of some older ones. 
 
Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bottles and other items to be recycled. Proceeds will be used to cripple chil-
dren.  
 
Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person you want remembered. 
 
The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and gracious hostility. 
 
Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and medication to follow. 
 
The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be seen in the basement on Friday af-
ternoon. 
 
This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in the park across from the Church. Bring a blanket and 
come prepared to sin. 
 
The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the Congregation would lend him their electric girdles for the 
pancake breakfast next Sunday. 
 
Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use the back door. 
 
The school drama group will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the Church hall on Friday at 7 PM. The 
congregation is invited to attend this tragedy. 
 
Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church. Please use large double door at the side 
entrance.  
 
The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new campaign slogan last Sunday: 'I Upped My Pledge - Up 
Yours!'  
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Next weeks Club Host is;  
Rtn Simon Collett                 Speaker Rotarian Hannif Robanni  
 
he is also P.P. Peter Collis’s little helper with the L.E.C.  
(— look forward to his view of the meeting in the Moonraker next week!!! 
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