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By email to all members of Swindon Thamesdown Rotary Club, Foothill Highlands Rotary Club, Tappahannock Ro-
tary Club and selected Australian Rotary Club Members by Snail-mail to Hon, Members of Swindon Thamesdown and 

now available on our website at;  
http://www.rotaryclubofswindonthamesdown.org.uk/ 

The comments expressed in this newsletter, if not credited to someone else, are the thoughts & opinions of the Editor and therefore may 
not be the opinions of all the members of the Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown.  

Issue 84 - Volume 4 and Number 04 of this Rotary Year 

 

 

President Richard 
Fry 200/10  

Meeting 28 July 2009 
Replacement Host P.P Peter Goldsworthy P.H.F.  well known bon vivuer and good time 
charlie and if he was a Californian would be known as a SuperSwell Guy ! reports; 

  
President Richard appeared to be in charge for some of the evening and he 
has definitely started to overcome his limp-wristed (hairdresser type of) han-
dling of the club bell with a more manly sort of rugby up and over manoeuvre 
to produce a stirring peal.  
The host used a very brief grace and then after a scrummy meal of Chicken & 
Mushroom pie with cheeky little burnt (sorry crisp) potatoes and of course the 
usual carrots, a desert of a sort of chocolate cheesecake thingy appeared and 
seemed to go down quite well.  

 
Introduced by President Richard our speaker was none other that fellow Rotarian Hannif Robbani 

who gave us an insight on his life before Rotary.  
Hannif  was born in Hampshire and moved with family to Manchester so he is a 
genuine Man U fan but at the age of 7years he had the good fortune to come to 
live in Swindon and went to Headlands which he said was a good school then 
onto College and he attended Kings college London studying reading or what-
ever you do in LAW! After 5 years training he had work experience with a well 
known defense lawyer locally and this experience made him ignore Law and 
move into the Property game, however he was working with a friend and now 
would not recommend mixing business with friend-
ship due to an unhappy experience so he set up an 
Internet company but in 2007 lots of momentous 
events happened in his life 

 (1) the credit crunch bit hard (2) a business disaster (3) the Family Res-
taurant was in need of a boost so he took it over and renamed it as the 
Bombay Lounge which has of course gone on under his management to 
become so successful (My words not his!-Golds) but he did tell us that they 
have increased turnover from around 200 covers to now around 1,200 

 

  

Editor; Past President  
Peter Goldsworthy P.H.F.  

Swindon Thamesdown Editor of the year 2007 
District 1100 Editor of the Year 2008/9 (Yeah!) 
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to1,250 per week.  
Of course the biggest change to his life in 2007 was his marriage to the lovely Marla proving that 
not only every cloud but every year does actually have a silver lining! 
 
Recently Hannif was invited to meet Prime Minister Gordon Brown (now if I had met him, I would 
never have told anyone about it, Golds!) Also and much more importantly he had a phone call from 
Gordon Ramsey as The Bombay Lounge restaurant had been put forward on recommendation as 
Best Restaurant for consideration for the ‘F’ word Television show. (best of luck from all of us!) 
Hannif has travelled to Bangladesh, India, Thailand and even West Swindon and says, he was 
born into the restaurant business so learnt to cook etc, when his dad was in hospital due to the 
Chef going missing so he got a friend in to help him out and when he paid him, the ‘friend’ de-
manded three times the amount offered—much more than he was worth, so another big learning 
curve!  
After answering  a number of questions including how authentic the Indian food was here com-
pared with India  - the fact that his wedding lasted three weeks and that from starting one charity 
night to aid the Tsunami victims they went onto one a month but now the restaurant runs 2 a week 
with all profits going to the charity,  their charity night bookings for loads of different organisa-
tions go well into 2010. Answering questions we also heard that The Bombay Lounge has been 
short listed for the finals of the Tiffin Club to be judged later in the year and of course that he was 
honoured in the Pride of Swindon Awards . 
 
The President called on our esteemed handsome editor to give a 
vote of thanks, which was of course, apart from thanking Hannif for 
a great insight into his life, the vote of thanks was thought provok-
ing, interesting to the point of brilliance and of course controversial 
and possibly even non P.C. in places but to tell the truth I have no 
notes of it so I have no idea what I said except that of course it was 
pertinent!!! -and I trust flattering to the speaker!! Thanks Hannif 
you dun a GOOD JOB! 
 
Good to see an occasional Club visit from world traveller P.P Alan Jefferies who took the pictures 
for me and a welcome return to the sun bronzed Adonis Rtn, Andy Tapper. 
 
Almoner P.P Kevin Brown gave an update on the unfitness and fit-
ness of members and partners inc Rtn Simon Collett – He had the 
operation on his knee Friday – all went well, a bit sore but should be 
up and about in the next few days. 
 

 
The Double Century Club Draw or as the club knows them Woody’s 
balls are now in the safe hands of Rotarian’s David Coe and his en-
forcer Nigel Causton ( Pictured left and nearly related due to their children 
getting married to each soon—you’d a 
thought they would have brought some 
champers to the club to celebrate wouldn't 
you?!!!) Anyway I digress again, -  they 

convinced everybody to once again buy up virtually all the remaining 
balls and the draw was pulled by visitor and guest of P.P. Andrew 
Whiting, David Rogers who then proceeded to pull out the ball of 
Rebecca Whiting (YES!!! That’s right Andrew Whitings’ daugh-
ter–  
(as Editor I cannot of course comment but, ‘tis a bit blatant ) 
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The Chernobyl kids Day with Swindon Thamesdown Rota ry Club 2009 
 
The day started at 8.30am when Dianne Fisher, Beryl Coster (Auntie), Glen and I ar rived at Sue and 
Steve Davison’s  home in Bishopstone. The ladies made packed lunch boxes for the children from Bela-
rus' day out, supervised by Steve and me. We were also responsible for testing & quality control and the 
packing of the children’s lunch boxes. Each box contained an apple, fruit drink and a ham and cheese 
sandwich, Mandy Coe had also made some fairy cakes for the lunch boxes. By 9.45am all the 60 boxes 
were made and I had the privilege of travelling on the coach with the children from Bishopstone to the 
Cotswold Wild Life Park . Magical Timmy Time the children’s entertainer also accompanied the children 
and spent the journey making balloon sculptures for the children to keep them amused. Unfortunately he 
did not have time to make a balloon hat for Sally and Richard Goddard  or me, but per-
haps next year! 
 
 The park kindly allowed the children free entry with a subsidised entry fee for the host 
family members. 
 

 On arrival the children entered the park with their host families 
and friends and looked in wonderment at animals and birds on 
display. This was the first visit to a Zoo or wildlife park the chil-
dren have ever experienced and you can only imagine what was 
going through their minds.  
 
 At midday the Wild Life Park had arranged a special (exclusive) feeding time for 

the penguins for the children. Unfortunately the Penguins did not want to feed as the 
weather was too hot and they were moulting their winter 
coats! However the keeper showed the children the penguins 
and with the help of the interpreter explained to the children 
about  the different types of penguin and their habitats. As I 
stood with the children I wondered what they thought as they 

were in such a different country, a different culture, a different lan-
guage and looking at such strange animals but all of them listened 
intently with huge smiles on their faces.  
 

 Lunch was served by the Sue, Glen and Auntie 
at 1.00pm at the picnic area. Each of the children 
was handed a lunch box and a packet of crisps. 
We all noted how grateful they were and all of 
them said thank you either in Belarusian or Eng-
lish. The entertainer sang and played his guitar to 
entertain the children while they ate their lunch. He 
also made what can only be described as balloon sculptures for the children 
and they all sat patiently watching him and waiting their turn. One 13 year 
old boy is dependent on a wheel chair due to a genetic disorder. He was 

very shy and when asked what if he wanted a balloon hat he reluctantly 
agreed. As we all stood with him watching Timmy make his hat into a huge 
spider we realised he was struggling to smile like the other children. It was 
not that he was not happy but simply not used to smiling and being treated in 

such a way. When Timmy finally placed the hat on his head a huge smile 
spread across his face and he spent the rest of the afternoon proudly 
wearing his hat together with a huge beaming smile.  
 
At the end of the lunch the children presented a 
wicker basket and table runner they had brought 
for Belarus as thank you to the ladies for making 
their lunches. The children and the host families 
then returned to the park to enjoy the animals for 
the rest of the afternoon. 
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 The coach left the Wild Life Park and travelled back to Bishopstone for the Children’s Barbeque and 
entertainment.  
 

The staff at the True Heart Bishopstone had originally planned to 
have the children’s party in the garden but in the event they closed the pub to enable the children to 
have party inside due to the dark clouds approaching. Timmy Time entertained the children for an 
hour with a magic show which had them spell bound with his tricks.  All the children and even the teen-
age boys who tried to show how grown up they were roared with laughter at the show. The afternoon 
ended with the food being served by Mandy Hickton and the team from the True Heart.  
The Barbeque food was greatly received by all the children particularly the burgers and sausages. 
 
I would like to thank all the Rotarians, partners and friends who 
helped organise this special day for the children. Rotary does 
make a difference to the lives of those less fortunate than our-
selves. These children will not only have a special memory of 
their day at the Cotswold Wild Life Park but their month visit to 
England will extend their lives by two years.  
I.P.P. Bob Barrett 
 
Other item of interest 
Even more reason for us to be known as the English Gourmet 
Rotary Club  here is an advance notice of forthcoming Menus 
from our Food Liaison Officer P.P. John Flanagan  now we 
know how he chooses which meetings to actually attend also I notice Carrots don’t get a mention! 
Golds!!) 
 04.08.09 (Golds actual 28th Anniversary of Joining the Club -so buy him a drink!) 
Roast beef and Yorkshire  pudding, sweet beans and Swede - Apple crumble and custard. 
 11.08.09. 
Broccoli and stilton soup - Sausage and mash with onion gravy 
 18.08.09. 
mixed grill (WOT, NO PUD?) 
 25.08.09. 
Chicken and mushroom pie, mash potatoes and mixed veg.- Bread and butter pudding 
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Stop Press URGENT YOUR Help needed  
Dear All, 
 As discussed at THIS WEEKS  meeting STEP (Swindon Ten to Eighteen Project) are celebrat-
ing their 25th Anniversary this Saturday between 1.00pm and 5 .00pm. 
 We have hired a Coconut Shy and I would appreciate it if any member could help run the stall 
and promote Rotary at the event. Please could you confirm by email (To Bob) that you are 
able to attend and I suggest we could have two hour slots  
 Kind Regards Bob Barrett 
 
These are a bit American but some apply to us, see what you think of the ‘old days’  
Please excuse the usual American mis-spellings! 
Someone asked the other day, 'What was your favorite fast food when you were growing up?'  
'We didn't have fast food when I was growing up,' I informed him.  
'All the food was slow.' 'C'mon, seriously.. Where did you eat?' 'It was a place called 'at home,'' I 
explained 'Mom cooked every day and when Dad got home from work, we sat down together at 
the dining room table, and if I didn't like what she put on my plate I was allowed to sit there until 
I did like it.' -By this time, the kid was laughing so hard I was afraid he was going to suffer seri-
ous internal damage, so I didn't tell him the part about how I had to have permission to leave 
the table. 
But here are some other things I would have told him about my childhood if I figured his system 
could have handled it : 
Some parents NEVER;  
owned their own house, wore Levis, set foot on a golf course, travelled out of the country or had 
a credit card. In their later years they had something called a revolving charge card. The card 
was good only at Sears Roebuck. Or maybe it was Sears & Roebuck. Either way, there is no 
Roebuck anymore. Maybe he died.  
My parents never drove me to soccer practice. This was mostly because we never had heard of 
soccer. (wow, Poor things!!!) I had a bicycle that weighed probably 50 pounds, and only had one 
speed, (slow). 
We didn't have a television in our house until I was 19. It was, of course, black and white, and 
the station went off the air at midnight, after playing the national anthem and a poem about 
God; it came back on the air at about 6 a.m. And there was usually a locally produced news and 
farm show on, featuring local people. 
 I was 21 before I tasted my first pizza, it was called 'pizza pie.' When I bit into it, I burned the 
roof of my mouth and the cheese slid off, swung down, plastered itself against my chin and 
burned that, too. It's still the best pizza I ever had. 
 I never had a telephone in my room. The only phone in the house was in the living room and it 
was on a party line. Before you could dial, you had to listen and make sure some people you 
didn't know weren't already using the line. Pizzas were not delivered to our home. But milk 
was..(mine still is, Golds!)  
All newspapers were delivered by boys and all boys delivered newspapers --my brother deliv-
ered a newspaper, six days a week. It cost 7 cents a paper, of which he got to keep 2 cents. He 
had to get up at 6AM every morning. On Saturday, he had to collect the 42 cents from his cus-
tomers. His favorite customers were the ones who gave him 50 cents and told him to keep the 
change. His least favorite customers were the ones who seemed to never be home on collec-
tion day. 
Movie stars kissed with their mouths shut. At least, they did in the movies. There were no movie 
ratings because all movies were responsibly produced for everyone to enjoy viewing, without 
profanity or violence or most anything offensive. 
If you grew up in a generation before there was fast food, you may want to share some of these 
memories with your children or grandchildren.. Just don't blame me if they bust a gut laughing. 
Growing up isn't what it used to be, is it?  
How many do you remember?  
Head lights dimmer switches on the floor. 
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Next weeks Club Host is;  
Past President Mike Slipper  

and the Speaker is  
THE DISTRICT GOVERNOR Rotarian Stewart Gilbert 

Partners (except for Alan Goulding) dine out with both  
the Presidents lady JANE & D.G.’s wife Eileen so don't forget! 

 
Mike is also P.P. Peter Collis’s little helper with the L.E.C. (but I think the kids 
are on holiday) 

(— look forward to his view of the meeting in the Moonraker next week!!! 
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Ignition switches on the dashboard. 
Heaters mounted on the inside of the fire wall. 
Real ice boxes. 
Pant leg clips for bicycles without chain guards.. 
Soldering irons you heat on a gas burner. 
Using hand signals for cars without turn signals. 
Count all the ones that you remember not the ones y ou were told about.. Ratings at the bottom.  
Don’t think the score can be used for Brits as some of this stuff never saw the light of day over here 
so I highlighted the ones I don't think apply to us 
1. Blackjack chewing gum 
2.Wax Coke-shaped bottles with colored sugar water 
3. Candy cigarettes  
4. Soda pop machines that dispensed glass bottles 
5. Coffee shops or diners with tableside juke boxes 
6. Home milk delivery in glass bottles with cardboard stoppers 
7. Party lines on the telephone 
8. Newsreels before the movie 
9. P.F. Flyers 
10. Butch wax 
11. TV test patterns that came on at night after the last show and were there until TV shows started 
again in the morning. (there were only 3 channels [if you were fortunate]) 
12. Peashooters 
13. Howdy Doody 
14. 45 RPM records 
15.. S& H greenstamps 
16. Hi-fi's 
17. Metal ice trays with lever 
18. Mimeograph paper 
19. Blue flashbulb 
20. Packards 
21. Roller skate keys 
22. Cork popguns 
23.. Drive-ins 
24. Studebakers 
25.. Wash tub wringers 
 
If you remembered 0-5 = You're still young 
If you remembered 6-10 = You are getting older 
If you remembered 11-15 = Don't tell your age, 
If you remembered 16-25 = You're older than dirt!  


