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By email to all members of Swindon Thamesdown Rotary Club, Foothill Highlands Rotary Club, Tappahannock Ro-
tary Club and selected Australian Rotary Club Members by Snail-mail to Hon, Members of Swindon Thamesdown and 

now available on our website at;  
http://www.rotaryclubofswindonthamesdown.org.uk/ 

The comments expressed in this newsletter, if not credited to someone else, are the thoughts & opinions of the Editor and therefore may 
not be the opinions of all the members of the Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown.  
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President Richard welcomed Stewart Gilbert the District Governor who 
then addressed the Club. 

This was the 26th such presentation but the first in the Swindon Area.  
 
Initially Stewart concentrated on the activi-
ties of our District mentioning the District 
Conference in Torquay 19 th to 21 st March 
2010 with featured entertainment by ‘the 
Searchers’ and ‘String of Pearls’ (a Glen 
Miller type of Orchestra)  
 
District Council meetings will be reorganised 
to streamline the meetings…good 

news for Tony our man in District.  
 
A membership seminar is being organised. Support for 
Foundation was made asking for the equivalent of £80 per 
member as a target to be raised. 
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There followed a ‘video’ depicting the work of Rotary around the world and 
how diverse these projects could be. 
 
Stewart strongly emphasised that the individual clubs were the heart of 
Rotary and this should not be forgotten at District or National level. Those 
officers were realistically the ‘servants’ of the clubs. 

 
RNIB linked to Literacy was his chosen 
charity for the year and Sooty’s collection 
pot was made heavier during the course of 
the meeting! 
 

Polio eradication is a priority for Ro-
tary and a video clip showing Bill 
Gates speaking to Rotarians was 
shown.  
 
He, Bill Gates is to support this pro-
ject to the tune of $355,000 and Rotary has to match this with 
$200,000. We have still to raise $110,000 of this amount. 
 
 Mike Slipper gave the Vote of Thanks and such a good presentation 
deserved a slightly longer than usual response. An important point 
was the making available the video to a wide audience and not just 
Rotarians, a good marketing plan should be developed! Mike also 
requested the membership seminar looked at the difficulties evening 
clubs experienced in recruiting lady members. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From Conference Officer 2009/10 - P.P. Peter Newson  
  
 Following this years brilliant conference on the island of Jersey, this year D.G. Stewart Gilbert 
has elected to revisit the English Riviera i.e. Torquay. (See front page Editor) 
 

 When? The 19th – 21st of March 2010. 
 
 For your information the headquarters hotel is once again the Imperial. 
 
 Now the usual question is cost, so to stay at the Imperial would cost 
 
2 nights B & B plus dinner on Friday and lunch on Sunday £160.00 per person 
Registration       £40.00   per person (before Jan 30th 2010) 
Saturday night banquet and ball     £40.00   per person 
 
 Total        £240.00  per person 

Continued overleaf 
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 If you wish to include a ploughman’s lunch on Saturday @ £8.25 per 
head, a couple would cost £496.50 for the weekend. 
Now if you think that is out of your pocket or you don’t fancy the Imperial 
(its not 5* anymore) I have found a small hotel 200 yards from the Rivi-
era centre, its simple, clean, does a good breakfast and has a free car 
park. 
 
 The cost is £25 per person per night, they also do evening meals.  
 So to stay at this guest house would cost 
 2 nights B & B       £50.00 per person 
Registration       £40.00 per person 
Saturday night banquet and ball    £40.00 per person 
 
 Total        £130.00 per person 
 
So that would be £260.00 for a couple, it then leaves £236.50 for Friday 
and Sunday meals. I can book you into the Imperial if you wish. 
 
This guest house also has a licensed bar, but if you want Guinness for 
breakfast this has to be pre booked the evening before. 
 
 I have provisionally booked 9 rooms. 

 Oh by the way it is called “The Parks” www.parks-hotel.co.uk 
 The hotel previously used by this club call “Oscars” has sadly closed. 

P.P. ‘Grumpy Old Man’ Peter Newson  
 
 

 

In from IPP Bob Barrett 

In last weeks Moonraker I described a youngster from Belarus 
who struggled to smile due to his lack of confidence and low self 
esteem.  

Golds! - did not have a photograph available at the time of 
'going to press' of the young man but Glen did take one which I 
include here 

Delighted to include this Bob– Golds! 
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silent movie evening 

Starring Buster Keaton 
in both the 
One week  

& 
The General 

Live piano accompaniment by James Harpham 
Friday 30th October 2009 

7.00 for 7.30pm 
The Arts Centre, Devizes Road, Swindon, SN1 4BJ 

The Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown  
presents a 

Tickets £15, include light refreshments and a glass of wine,  
Available from any member of Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown  

or from The Arts Centre box office 01793 614837 

in aid of ‘sense’ 
 - the charity for deafblind people 
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STEP (Swindon Ten to Eighteen Projects) celebrated their 25th Anniversary of helping the 
young people in Swindon on Saturday the 1st August.  
To mark the occasion STEP organised a Fete at the Nythe community centre. The hall contained 
various stalls including a Tombola, a jewelry stall, a book stall and a jam and preserve stall.  
 
The Rotary Club of Swindon assisted STEP by arranging a burger van and a Coconut Shy stall. 
Members of the club, Peter Goldsworthy, Richard Fry, Nigel Causton, Pete r Johnson & Paul 
Palfrey  (and of course Bob Barrett  - Editor) manned the Coconut Shy during the day but sensibly 

left the cooking of the burgers 
and sausage baps to those 
more qualified! 
 
Despite the predictable Eng-
lish weather of intermittent 
showers the children enjoyed 
the Coconut Shy which made 
a change I suspect to the 
usual electronic games. We 
had a constant stream of peo-
ple trying to win a Coconut 

and they all enjoyed the event. 
 
At the end of the day several of 
the young people spoke to Rich-
ard, Nigel and I of the help that 
the STEP project had given 
them. I found it very moving that 
they spoke with such openness 
about their problems and how 
STEP had helped them over-
come their various issues.  
 
One young person described 
how he was bullied at school and how he in turn had taken 
his frustration out in the form of bad behavior. STEP had 

helped him overcome this and he 
now helps to mentor those in similar 
situations. Another of the young peo-
ple had been nominated and won a 
Pride of Swindon Award for the 
work she had achieved with STEP 
after benefiting from STEP’s help 
with her own problems. 
 
These young people had turned their 
lives around after benefiting from the 
help and support of the STEP pro-
ject. All of them were very polite and 
spoke very highly of STEP and were 
very grateful of the help and support 
of the Rotary Club of Swindon 
Thamesdown. 

Guess who won a coconut! 
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Next weeks Club Host is; Peseta Treasure straight back from Spain 
 
he is also P.P. Peter Collis’s little helper with the L.E.C.  
(— look forward to his view of the meeting in the Moonraker next week!!! 
(If Rose will actually type it for him!) 
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RE: -Last weeks ‘deliberate’ errors 
 
Hanging my head in mock shame,  
I thank some my regular readers who bothered to contact me with any errors and/or omis-
sions in the last Moonraker they are; 
 Mandie Coe – District Protection Officer ( and Past President of this club & now hiding in 
a Wootton Basset club) Andy Griffiths—District Governor Stewart Gilbert (or as he is 
actually known by many  David Fowler !) Rotarians  David Dukes - Richard Fry - Mike 
Slipper –Tony Horn and I miss some out to see if they notice!  
 
 
Although he has not asked me to print this Our Meal Liaison Officer PP John Flanagan 
for the first time ever sent me a list of forth coming menus for the Club — Great I thought 
and printed it but if you wonder why we didn't get the promised Roast Beef on Tuesday it 
was because the hotel evidently didn't know  as the email got destroyed by error  
(I only put this in to prove all past presidents can make blunders— it’s not just  me!!! 


