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not be the opinions of all the members of the Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown.  
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President Richard Fry 
2009/10  

  
 
 
 

Well as some of you noticed at Rotary –  
I’m back! 
Peggy & I have had a wonderful time in California w ith so many good friends that we 
would not have had the pleasure of knowing without Rotary and I have produced a 
little write up further in the Moonraker for you to  share how wonderful our visit was 
with them. 
 
Now to the meeting with a report from  that weeks h ost PP Fred Child  
First apologies for my lateness in getting this article typed up.  I am positive that I will not get any 
sympathy if I said I have been very busy having to go to London and Coventry plus having to get two 
Board Meeting papers produced by Friday evening, anyway that is my excuse for the lateness. 
 
Editors note; this arrived in my PC after I had left for London to work for three days (unpaid) on the Fellow-
ship for British Hairdressing stand’s membership and hospitality section, hence we now have as bumper two 
weeks of Moonraker’s all in one edition. Golds! (and you’re right Fred no sympathy at all—just pull your self 
together like you used to when you worked for a living— or did you? he he!) 
 
 The evening started off with an ill prepared grace for the host which he feels he got away with as 
there were no objectors from the club as to its content or lack of it! 
 
 Alan Nix, Past President, PHF-‘Sapphire award’, Hon orary Member, club raconteur , leader of 
many community service projects and notably the Life Education 
Centre (LEC) was our speaker for the evening. 
 
 After President Richard introduced Alan he very kindly called 
upon the host to also introduce Alan – which was a little pointless 
as President Richard had said all of what the host was going to 
say by way of introduction! 
 

 

  

Editor; Past President  
Peter Goldsworthy P.H.F.  

Swindon Thamesdown Editor of the year 2007 
District 1100 Editor of the Year 2008/9 (Yeah!) 
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 Alan was invited to address the club specifically talking about the LEC, how it started and those in-
volved along the way and the understanding around our 
club’s commitment to the LEC in terms of resourcing – finan-
cial and manpower. (For our overseas readers, LEC stands 
for Life Education Centre) 
 
 The key emphasis of the talk was for our younger members – 
and I will assume it is all those members of the club that were 
not involved in the project c10 years ago – to be appraised of the work and commitment this club 
gave to making the LEC happen in Swindon.  Alan gave a PowerPoint presentation - manly for his 
own benefit he stated – so he could remember what it was he was here to talk about! 
 
 Alan provided a great insight to the fund raising activities plus how 
and who were the key players in the town that assisted in making this 
project happen.  However, it was abundantly clear that the club mem-
bers at that time were the key drivers in this community initiative and 
the dedication they put into making this work notwithstanding Alan’s 
own drive and foresight in understanding what this facility could de-
liver to our local children. 
 
 At that time drugs were a major problem across all communities and 
the introduction of the LEC’s – which were happening around the 
country – they were seen as a means to attack the problem at source.  That is to say educate the 
children at a young age in order to avoid later peer pressure through lack of knowledge and under-
standing.  Over the years this education of children has been 
more encompassing in relation to what drugs do to their bodies 
it has also added the ‘what is good for their bodies’ themes 
which again meets our growing obesity problems – noted by 
the club that the host did not receive this level of enlightenment 
when at school! 
 
 Following Alan’s talk several questions were asked which were 
noted for our next B&F meeting where the topic of support for the LEC will be discussed. 
 
 The host gave a vote of thanks recalling some of the points raised in the presentation and specifi-
cally the drive and initiative shown in this community service pro-
ject pointing out that perhaps another one with similar benefits to 
our community should be undertaken? 
 
Alan’s “Service above self” approach to the LEC project was 
praised and through conversation with Alan the host found out 
that with Alan’s current activities with the Lawn Community Cen-
tre he is still ‘servicing above self’ – he actually admitted to the 
host that there are about 60 widows that attend the centre and he is friend to them all!  Needless to 
say Alan blushed at this point and a show of appreciation from the club was applauded. 
 
 
 End of the first week now onto Host Rtn, Nigel Caus ton 
Meeting held 20th October 2009  
Grace and the Object of Rotary were performed faultlessly by host Nigel and the 
evening was a ‘Business and Fellowship’ evening which opened with the treas-
urer’s report.  
The treasurer commented that the charity funds are low, but it is not unusual for 
this time of year. Also reported, that there had been a high level of apologies re-
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cently. 
 
 Phil Skelton reported on club administration and the various ventures that have 

been planned; including a skittles match with the Calne Rotary 
Club and the surprise dining evenings which Phil said had been 
well received by members. 
 
 Phil also mentioned that club dress code may change to a more 
’casual’ approach, shirt and ties would need to be worn when 
partners evening or dignitaries were attending. This has still to be decided upon. 
 
 
 The Sports officer John Fisher reported that volunteers are still needed for 
the Christmas sleigh.  

John reported that a district skittles competition involving four matches; two home 
and two away will take place. The venues still to be decided, and were well sup-
ported by the members. 
John also reported the clay pigeon shoot was to be arranged. 
 
 
 Bob Barrett reported that S.T.E.P. are still waiting to hear from the borough re-
garding confirmation of the lease of their new room. 

Bob also asked for help from members in re-vamping the room. 
 
 Aqua boxes are starting go out to schools and ticket sales for last night of the 
Proms are going well. 
 
 Richard Fry asked members if they could support and promote his ‘Silent Movie’ 
fund raising event for SENCE. Richard also mentioned that seven members went 
on a ‘scatter week’ with the winner being Fred Child. Fred went to Northampton 

and was presented with a bottle of wine from the President. Fred went on to tell us of the fund 
raising that the Northampton club do. Very impressive! 
 
 The President asked for assistance in taking Alan Jefferies to Oxford for treat-
ment. 
 
 Members voted and passed a proposal that there should be no obligation on 
the host to help with the relocation of the Learning Education Centre and that a 
volunteer register of club members and friends would be compiled.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
For those of you old 
enough to remember 
Chad—this is 
Nigel’s impression 
of our wartime hero 

From the Treasurer  
We're DOOMED PP Steve Davi-
son 
 
The Raffle raised £10 at last 
night`s meeting, together with 
£18.50 from the fines. 

Wot No Bananas! 
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Torquay  
  

A few weeks ago our esteemed editor kindly printed a registration form for all those attend-
ing conference.  
  
Now while everybody was scattering a couple of weeks ago I met up with Tim Williams at 
the Parks Hotel in Torquay who was busy doing even more redecorating but suggested the 
following: 
  
If you wish to book a room for Conference 2010 e-mail him at enquiries@parks-hotel.co.uk 
to confirm booking @ £25.00 per person per night including parking and send him a deposit 
cheque for 33% payable to ‘THE PARKS,’ or, pay by credit/debit card over the phone on 
01803 292420. 
  
We have reserved all seven double and one single rooms (all en-suite) and it looks as 
though four rooms have gone already. 
  
They can provide a three course evening meal at £17.50 each, and the food is apparently 
very good, but we have yet to receive a programme for the event so may have to consider 
this at a later date. 
  
Look up the Parks Hotel, Rathmore Road, Torquay and see what the general public has to 
say about this accommodation. 
  
 P.P. Peter Newson 
Conference Secretary 
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....    A female CNN journalist heard about a very old Jewish man who had been going to the Western Wall 
to pray, twice a day, every day, for a long, long time. 
So she went to check it out. She went to the Western Wall and there he was, walking slowly up to the holy 
site. 
 She watched him pray and after about 45 minutes, when he turned to leave, using a cane and moving very 
slowly, she approached him for an interview. 
 "Pardon me, sir, I'm Rebecca Smith from CNN. May I ask your name?" "Morris Fishbein," he replied. 
 "Sir, how long have you been coming to the Western Wall and praying?"     "For about 60 years." 
 "60 years! That's amazing! What do you pray for?" 
 "I pray for peace between the Christians, Jews and the Muslims. I pray for all the wars and all the hatred to 
stop.  I pray for all our children to grow up safely as responsible adults, and to love their fellow man." 
 "How do you feel after doing this for 60 years?" 
  

 
“Like I'm talking to a ********* wall.” 

 
  
 
California here I come! - goes the song - well Peggy and I were delighted to have the 
opportunity once again to visit  ‘our’ other Rotary Clubs members for we have spent so many 
happy times with all of them that it is like going to our second home and family. 
Collected by Dick & Sam  from the airport and whisked to their beautiful home in Sacramento we 
enjoyed some chill out time with glasses of great wine by their fire pit in the garden (American 
word Yard!). 
The following day we were all thinking and remembering Hon Rotarian, Past President & Paul 
Harris Fellow Les Parsons whist many of you were celebrating his life that touched so many folk 
thorough his many activities like Round table St John Ambulance and Rotary. 
Then Lunch with Walt Edwards  on the side of the Sacramento river and both he and Pat came to 
our ‘home’ for drinks before we went out for dinner. 
Up the next day at 7.45(!) as Warren Coffeen with Carla and Bob Curran  had organised a tour 
of wineries in a limo for the 7 of us all I can add to this great day that 7 wineries were on the 
schedule but we only managed 4 – or was that 5 of them? (hic!) 
The following day was a trip to Fulsome Prison were I think we were lucky to be allowed out 
again. 
Saturday dawned and just as in England Football is the flavour of the day (they call it soccer) So 
Dick and I left the ladies to shop for the evenings party whilst we went to watch his 
granddaughter Michaela  play football. 
 Wow is this girl good? Playing in shirt number 3 she put corners across that had every chance of 
being knocked in she made the play for two of the goals and of course ‘our’ team won 
handsomely 4-1 
Back ‘home’ and its nearly party time so when Dick & I had done the allotted chores (American 
word) we were joined by our close American Rotary friends who have toured with us and hosted 
us on many different trips namely Erik and Joanne Nooren - Bob & Carla aforementioned  
Warren - Peggy Sweet and friend Milo - Carol & Mike  - Walt & Pat – June & John Hallsten - 
Margie Morris - Bob & Trisha Spears - Bob & Dayme M yers - Foothill Highland President 
David and Sharon Stone. (Phil & Katha Danz were touring the Rhine but we met up later in the 
trip) 
Sunday was a chill out day & we went to Margie Morris  home for evening drinks, we admired her 
home which she has just re modelled and has delightful designer touches and she would love 
Maureen & Phil Skelton  to visit her 
Dick & Sam drove us up to Truckee in the mountains to stay in the cabin they own with Walt & Pat 
near Lake Tahoe, here we were joined by Walt & Pat again. We toured Thunderbird lodge and 
saw the house, the boat etc, that had all belonged to a VERY wealthy man indeed, sunbathed on 
the beach at Donner Lake later we enjoyed a superb new to us cocktail called a ‘Wet Woody’ and 
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of course this made us remember a certain Hon member of our club. 
We sailed on Lake Tahoe and made friends with more Americans whilst we chatted and drank 
wine in the warm sunshine – our Captain Mike (in the winter he is known as Mountain Mike) told 
us that the mother of all winters would start in four days time (four days later when were elsewhere 
we heard that there was actually snow in Truckee) After what seemed like all too soon Walt & Pat 
went back to Sac and we four went down to Gold Country via Apple Hill and many other scenic 
places --- here we went horseback riding for the first time in a true Western saddle my only 
disappointment was that I was not given a gun and holster but we had a wonderful ride amongst 
the Vine yards and hills toured some more then after a shower and change onto Sandy & Gary 
Hill’s  home for dinner. Sandy  was tied up in San Fran as she has a very poorly grandchild and 
was there helping family etc through it whilst Gary presented us with a fabulous bbq salmon and 
vegetables which he assured us he had done all by himself BUT before that we had gone to his 
superb wine cellar in his basement for he grows his own grapes and has produced what all of 
found to be the most delicious Zinfandel wine we had ever tasted (including all the wineries we 
had visited on this trip) we had such a good time that we all forgot about the desert, so we went 
back the next day to eat it after meeting Gary again and going to his golf course for lunch. 
Before leaving the next day we caught up with Sandy  as she had now returned home we heard 
the update on her young grandson Josh  his kidney transplant ordeal and how brave everyone is 
being and we also heard the truth about our wonderful dinner and how many instructions and 
phone calls had gone into it -- gosh you are so convincing Gary!! 
October 1 st Peggy’s Wedding Anniversary  and we were back in Sacramento and invited to 
David & Sharon Stones for dinner prepared by their Chef son Tyler  
This was another of those wonderful evenings that you just could not buy for we watched and 
asked questions whilst Tyler produced the goods for us- I took photos of him actually blowing 
balloons made of Buffalo Mozzarella cheese with a misting of pesto inside which he placed on a 
stack of multi coloured tomatoes - he also started us off with scallops with cucumber on top 
shredded to look like pasta topped of with a leaf of mint- he cooked potatoes strips wrapped 
around cucumber to give it shape. Wow what a fabulous meal and what a pleasure to watch a 
chap with a true passion his parents were perfect hosts – the wine flowed as did the conversation. 
What a wonderful way for Peggy & I to celebrate 49 years of marriage too. 
For some reason we needed a lazy start the next day but called round to the Stones  home I 
forgot to mention that when we arrived at their home yesterday the front ‘yard’ was full of furniture 
brick a brack and stuff for the Club was holding their major fundraiser here over the next two days 
(what they call a Yard sale) here we met up wit Duke Hoffelt  as he was on selling duty complete 
with their newest member Bobby D ,  this sale produced thousands of dollars for the club. Inside 
Tyler  presented me with some cooking tongs that I had seen him use the day before I just hope I 
can use them half as well as him. 
Dick, Sam, Peggy & I, joined by Walt & Pat  enjoyed another great dinner tonight with our great 
friends Katha and Phil Danz  recently returned from their Rhine tour, we admired the 
transformation they have made to the home since our last visit by opening up a wall, remodelling 
the kitchen and dining area and floors etc, it was  truly lovely before but we can see why they are 
so pleased with the changes as it becomes lighter and brings in great views of the garden so we 
strolled out into the garden with our wine (if only we could get some of their weather) and Phil 
B.B.Q’d the yummie tri-tip steak (a cut of meat we do not get over here) and Katha did other things 
towards another great dinner an evening. n.b All our American hosts seem to think that they get 
through more wine when joined by Brits - funny that! 
Next day a Family party at Sam & Dicks home where we met Sam’s daughter Lee her husband 
Chris  and young daughter Halina together with Dick’s son Danny wife, Jenny, Michaela (the 
footballer) and Alyssa, Amanda & Mathew.  We played cards with the girls and taught them the 
game of cheat which they appeared to love 
Now we start on the homeward leg by going to San Francisco for a few days staying at the Marine 
Memorial Hotel in a superb position just up from Union Square courtesy of Merrial Coffeen  
getting us a booking and the subsequent discount as member’s friends here Walt & Pat joined us 
again and the 6 of us walked around San Fran Ocean Beach and Lands End seeing the sites 
again with lunch at the Cliff House and later a good Italian dinner at Cesario’s next door to the 
hotel 
Then Pat & Walt  returned to Sac after breakfast (sob) and Phil and Katha  came down by train 
and we all met for a light lunch at the De Yong museum where Sam had booked us tickets to see 
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Next weeks Club Host is; Rtn Dave Coe 
 
(— look forward to his view of the meeting in the Moonraker next week!!! 
 
 Finally also please note that next weeks meeting 27 th October 2009 is a partners 
evening and something ‘pink’ is to be worn in aid o f ‘Breast cancer awareness’ .  
 

NOW don't forget to SELL the silent Movie Evening t o 
all your friends, its very soon now!  

Support your President! 
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the King Tut exhibition. Afterwards a little ride around then an early dinner before saying fond 
farewells to Phil & Katha (another sob!) and we 4 went to the theatre show of ‘Wicked’ (funnily 
enough, we see that this show has also just opened in London now) 
The next morning Peggy went shopping and I was gonna accompany her but walking along I 
found that unfortunately had left my wallet in my luggage so had to go back to get and she 
had to go on her own (shame!) so after I collected my wallet I forced myself to sit in Union 
Square with a beer in the sunshine for nearly an hours silent reminisces of our trip – It was 
fabulous and how wonderful to have so many great friends that when you get together it 
seems like we haven’t been apart ---  
Our grateful thanks to all of them and for the simple reason that otherwise we would never 
have known each other especially -- 
 

 Thanks Rotary! 
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Wee Irish boy crying by the side of the road.  
A man asks "What's wrong?" 
Boy says "Me Ma is dead" 
"Oh bejaysus" the man says "Do you want me to get Father O'Riley ?" 
Wee boy replies"No thanks Mister, sex is the last ting on me moind roight now." 
  
 Just had a call from a charity asking me to donate some of my clothes to the starving people of the 
world. Told them to " **** Off". Anyone who fits into my clothes isn't starving!!! 
   
Turned on my SatNav and it said 'Bear Left' and there was the zoo. How good is that? 
  
Man lost in a hot air baloon over Ireland. He looks down and sees a farmer and shouts to him, 
"Where am I?" 
The Irish farmer looks up and  shouts back "You can't kid me ya b ' stard, you're in that ***** basket!" 
  
Paddy Flanagan is cleaning his rifle and accidentally shoots his wife. He dials 999. 
Paddy Flanagan says "It's my wife, I've accidentally shot her. I've killed her" 
Operator "Please calm down sir. Can you first make sure she really is dead?" 
CLICK, BANG 
Paddy "OK, done that, what next? 
 

A man checks into a hotel in Auckland while on a business trip and was a bit lonely. 
He thought of one of those girls you see advertised in phone booths when you're calling for a cab. 
He popped into a phone booth in Albert Street near the hotel and found an ad for a girl calling herself 
Erogonique, a lovely girl, bending over in the photo. She had all the right curves in all the right places, 
beautiful long wavy hair, long graceful legs...... well, you get the picture! 
He copied the phone number and returned to his hotel. 
When back in the room he figures, what the hell, give her a call. 
'Hello,' the woman says. 
And yes, she sounded sexy. 
'Hi, I hear you give a great massage and I'd like you to come to my room and give me one. No, wait, I 
should be straight with you. I'm in town all alone and what I really want is love. I want it hard, I want it 
hot, and I want it now. Bring implements, toys, rubber, leather, and whips, everything you've got in 
your bag of tricks. Tie me up, cover me in chocolate syrup and whipped cream, anything you want! 
Now, how does that sound?' 
She says, 'That sounds fantastic, but you need to press 1 for an outside line.' 
 

It took three hours for him to get the courage to Checkout next morning 


