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i 1S IN YOUR HANDS

Tuesday 3" November Rotary meeting notes.

The evening started with a short meal delay due to a gas problem in the
kitchen however Rtn Barbara kept us entertained with a short talk about
her travels and trekking.

Our president then informed us that following the silent movie evening the
pianist had donated 10% of his fee to the club however overall support for
the evening had been poor and future events should be better supported.

IPP Bob Barrett told us that the ‘last night of the proms’ was the next
event coming up and he estimated that about 200 tickets had been sold.

PP Steve Davison told us about his trip to India to participate in the National immunisation event
against polio. The format for this would be giving of a tablet, conformation of identification via finger
painting and finally giving of a present. He and sue would be meeting the Deli rotary club and would
be in India for 10 days.

PP Alan Jeffries asked for a little support at the quiz held at The Blunsdon House Hotel and the
team members would be Tony Horn, Andy Tapper and Alan Jeffries.

Barbara brought us up to speed regarding the Poland trip, some members thought the price of
£439.00 a little too expensive. The option of going independently remains, however by the time
transfers etc had been taken into account there would be only a minor saving. The trips are not in-
cluded in the price and Barnes travel explained that they could not control possible increases in air
port taxes.

The Prostate Cancer evening at The Ridgeway Hospital would consist of 40mins of refreshments
and a 40min talk by the consultant.




PP Phil Skelton will captain the skittles team on 25/11/2009 at the Wootton Bassett conservative
club on the high Street.

Next week’s host will be Rtn David Dukes and there will be council meeting at 6.15pm.

A.O.B.
IPP Bob Barrett informed us of the Rotary Calendar going to print next week and the sad news
that the council had informed STEP they would have to leave their current premises.

PP Mike Slipper mentioned that despite our president’s disappointment in the support for the si-
lent movie event it was an extremely enjoyable evening anyway, this was agreed by all who at-
tended.

Editor adds; VERY Special mention and thanks to our ladies for provid-
ing such extra special ‘eats’ and after the Preside  nt told us all it was
just to be a ‘ploughmans’too !

Thank you Nigel for a very concise report, my only comment is

that you should remember two things;  we are all Rotarians and

actually have a lady member so your start of the evening by calling

89 us by the name of a public convenience is out of order - we really
are not a GENTS! ...... Editor.

B Rtn Nigel then introduced our ~ Speaker tonight and his subject

Rtn SIMON COLLETT

APOTTED HISTORY
Born 12/08/1966 at 10 Salisbury Street, Swindon to Parents David and Glenys Collett and older
brother Nicholas.

1971 moved to Green meadow and attended Infants and Junior School

1977 attended Moredon Senior School and then Hereod Burna until 1982
4 during which time I, like my brother before me received for our 15" birth-
&> day a Saturday job at HCS cleaning factories and Labs which | still look

: after today.

7 |

I left school July 1982 and started work as a labourer for TES (owned by my father) and then
L went on to complete an apprenticeship as an electrician finishing in 1987. | then
left TES and went on to work for Austin Electrical.

During my time with Austin Electrical | learnt to park my sign written van away
from the house as not to offend my father. Also dated the boss’s daughter and
still had not learnt the importance of her father being a millionaire.

| left home later that year and bought my first flat just as the property market
crash and recession of the late eighties began and learnt my first lessons in
property such as the meaning of the term ‘negative equity’.

Roughly between the ages of 20 and 30 i became extremely talented at being a ‘single young
man’ and wasted many opportunities and quite a lot of cash living the work hard-play hard life
style until finally becoming a ‘grown up’ in my early thirties.

My career had taken me down the route of Electrician, Approved Electrician, Supervisor, Contract
Manager and Non-executive Director however i was increasingly frustrated by having lack of con-



trol of the company that worked for, understanding and respecting that the partners had been
successful for 30yrs and did not want to change their ways. | hoped they would in turn respect
my decision leave and from my own company in 2000 called Aztec Electrical (Swindon) Itd with
my business partner who provide the financial backing in the form of a commercial overdraft fa-
cility.

For the next 3yrs we traded by the skin of our teeth until hard work and perseverance paid off
and the company became buoyant. We proceeded to form a mechanical division 2003 and con-
tinued to steadily grow learning all the time guided by my father who had since joined the com-
pany as ‘Senior sales Manager’. He taught me the difference between electrical contracting and
running a business and that all my problems would begin as soon as i started to employ people.

In 2006 we started property development company called ‘First Start Developments’ with a busi-
ness plan to purchase brown field sites, gain planning consent and then sell them on to con-
struction companies. This company enjoyed a large amount of interest and investment so we
soon acquired a property portfolio of flats and houses. We purchased a small block of flats in
Bude and whilst obtaining planning consent for 5 detached houses we were caught by the prop-
erty crash and following recession which meant once again i had property which i could not sell
so we carried out a £50k refurbishment of the flats and currently let them out hoping to re-visit
the development potential in the near future.

We then went on to form a holding company called ‘The Sapphire Group’ which how owns Aztec
Electrical (Swindon) Ltd, Aztec facilities Management, L & J mechanical Services Ltd and First
Start Developments and are enjoying a positive time at the moment and looking forward to the
future with plans to start a new venture towards the end of this year or early 2010.

To conclude | look at my adult life being in two parts, firstly as a single young man with no re-
sponsibilities and secondly a nearly responsible business man but more importantly a happy
family man with my partner Kate and our two children Paige (6) and Isabelle (4 weeks) prefer-
ring the second part to the first by far!

Meeting 9th November

Host Rtn. David Dukes introduced speaker Roger Ogle , Founder &
Editor of the Link Magazine.

Roger shares many common interests with our Club, in that he has
reported on several causes which we are involved in eg. Chernobyl
Children, Breakthrough Breast Cancer, MS Centre, Tsunami appeal
and several Members were known to him.

Roger came to Swindon in 1979 as a Community Development Offi-
cer with the Borough Council in the fast developing West Swindon housing area. Community
communications were essential to help people know what was going on, and give them a

chance to engage and participate in neighbourhood affairs.

Although separate from the Link Centre, Roger won a Council run competi-
tion in 1984 to name this new Centre.

In January this year the Link marked 30 years as a Publication, first as a vol-
unteer run Community newsletter with 500 copies, which Roger became in-
volved in, and since 1987 as a commercial operation.

The reduction in advertising in the last 15 months has hit all media hard.
Given the revolution which has been going on in communications, the reces-
sion is forcing a reshaping of how we communicate faster than ever. Next
year Murdoch is set to produce his Newspapers online.



Currently there are 24000 copies of the Link are distributed free to homes in West and North
Swindon, with 3000 being left in public places. With a high editorial and visual content, it has
always been funded by advertising — but this takes no more than 60% of space.

The Link is all about telling stories of ordinary people doing extraordinary things, celebrating
their commitment to their Communities, and also the efforts they make to help other Communi-
ties all around the world.

The internet has had an incredible effect in all sectors, not least in the ex-
pensive business of paper publishing. The Link has had a website for over 12
years and were the second, by a couple of weeks, to launch a Swindon web-
site, so effectively running two publications that complement each other.

Last year Roger was a recipient of the Pride of Swindon award, for his work
in the Community, and will be very happy to continue supporting Swindon
Thamesdown Rotary Club by publishing our events.

Thank you for your report David.

However | cannot let this go without mention of the sadistic B*****d who has seemingly

replaced Sergeant at Arms and world traveller Peter Treasure .
| refer to P.P. Fred Child who is a vindictive bully in  not only fining
the editor twice this week but during the meal actually reverting to
his normal form of school bully/ Round-tabler - 41 Club Member
type, in actually throwing a bread roll at your edi tor for if he had
actually eaten it instead , then maybe — just maybe , no really
maybe, there would have been enough lasagne to actually let me have
some, instead of me having to make do(!!!!) with freshly cooked fish &
chips, long after everyone else had eaten their main course and on top
of this | repeat he fined me twice the B******d! Bring back our little
Treasure!
Lets hope there is more food next week!!!

SEE YOU AT THE LAST NIGHT OF THE PROMS
THIS FRIDAY!
SUPPORT YOUR ROTARY CLUB

That’'s why you joined after all!

Here is President Richard with visiting Rotarian
Jane Baskerville of Fareham Meon Rotary Club
(gosh wot a swave ladies man he is!!!)

Jane, we hope you enjoyed your visit to our club
and | was delighted to see that the fining B******
didn't really go for you but that’s only because he is
afraid of all women!!!



| have unashamedly ‘stolen’ this superb illustratio n from The Rotary Club of Foothill Highlands,
Sacramento, California’s Bulletin as | think it nee  ds to be shared with as many Rotarians as possi-

ble,

Remember as the logo says—

ALSO REMEMBER Without YOU introducing prospective n  ew members to me, there will be
NO FUTURE ROTARY
Golds! Membership Chairman

Thank You Foothill Highlands Rotary Clubl



Curtis & Leroy saw an ad in the Starkville DailyNew
Newspaper in Starkville, MS.
And bought a mule for $100.
The farmer agreed to deliver the mule the next day.

a line that he thought would sell well back home. T
celebrate the new

acquisition, he decided to visit a small bistro &age a
glass of wine

The next morning the farmer drove up and said,36or As he sat enjoying his wine, he noticed that thalbm

fellers, | have some bad news,

The mule died last night."

Curtis &Leroy replied, "Well, then just give us our
money back."

The farmer said, "Can't do that. | went and spieait i
ready."

They said, "OK then, just bring us the dead mule."
The farmer asked, "What in the world ya'll gonna do
with a dead mule?"

Curtis said, "We gonna raffle him off."

The farmer said, "You can't raffle off a dead mtle!
Leroy said, "We shore can! Heck, we don't hafla te
nobody he's dead!"

A couple of weeks later, the farmer ran into Custis
Leroy at the Piggly Wiggly Grocery store and asked:
"What'd you fellers ever do with that deadmule?"
They said,"We raffled him off like we said we wuz
gonna do."

Leroy said,"Shucks, we sold 500 tickets fer two-dol
lars apiece and made a

Profit of $898."

The farmer said,"My Lord, didn't anyone complain?"
Curtis said, "Well, the feller who won got upset.So
we gave him his

Two dollars back."

Curtis and Leroy now work for the government.
They're overseeing the Bailout Program.

Ole The Furniture Dealer

Ole, a furniture dealer from up at Brainard MN, ided
to expand the

line of furniture in his store, so he decided tag®aris
to see what

he could find..

After arriving in Paris he visited with some maruifa-
ers and selected

Next weeks Club Host is;

place was quite

crowded, and that the other chair at his tabletivas
only vacant seat

in the house.

Before long, a very beautiful young Parisian20giine
to his table,

asked him something in French (which Ole couldn‘t u
derstand), so he

motioned to the vacant chair and invited her talsitn.
He tried to

speak to her in English, but she did not spealkahis
guage so, after a

couple of minutes of trying to communicate with,Hee
took a napkin

and drew a picture of a wine glass and showedheto
She nodded, so

he ordered a glass of wine for her.

After sitting together at the table for a while,tbek
another napkin,

and drew a picture of a plate with food on it, ahd
nodded. They left

the bistro and found a quiet cafe that featureahalls
group playing

romantic music. They ordered dinner, after which he
took another napkin

and drew a picture of a couple dancing. She nodaied,
they got up to

dance. They danced until the cafe closed and theé ba
was packing up.

Back at their table, the young lady took a napkid a
drew a picture of

a four-poster bed. To this day, Ole has no idea $toav
figured out he

was in the furniture business.

Rtn PP Steve Davison on his return from India with the Polio Plus Programme - it is a B&F

meeting

(look forward to his view of the meeting in the Moonraker next time!!!

Finally here is a picture of PP Alan Jefferies and

possibly only he

knows why he has to carry the bucket with him!!



