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By email to all members of Swindon Thamesdown Rotary Club, Foothill Highlands Rotary Club, Tappahannock Ro-
tary Club and selected Australian Rotary Club Members by Snail-mail to Hon, Members of Swindon Thamesdown and 

now available on our website at;  
http://www.rotaryclubofswindonthamesdown.org.uk/ 

The comments expressed in this newsletter, if not credited to someone else, are the thoughts & opinions of the Editor and therefore may 
not be the opinions of all the members of the Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown.  

Issue 00 Volume 4 and Number 0 of this Rotary Year 

 

 

President Richard Fry 
2009/10  

  
Message from the Editor due to hospital visiting over the past few weeks, I  have no time to pro-
duce anything but the reports sent to me by our hos ts—I really hope & Pray that normal ser-
vice can be resumed — sooner ort later. 
 

Meeting November 17th 2009  
Host P.P Steve Davison— remember his report on the India 
Polio Plus Event in our last ‘special’ edition 

 
Report from Meeting 17 November 2009  
 
  
 Host this week was Steve Davison, our “we’re doomed” Treasurer.  There was no guest speaker as 
there was a Special General Meeting to elect the Club Officers for the year 2010/2011, followed by 
Business and Fellowship. 
 
 The meal this week was a Mixed Grill (nice to have solid food again!) – and luckily there was plenty 
of food for all, although there were no takers for seconds. 
 
 The Object of Rotary was read rather eloquently (I thought). 
 
 Then followed the Special General Meeting, when the following officers were elected: 
 
 John Fisher – President 
Bob Barrett – Senior Vice President 
Paul Parfrey – Junior Vice President 
Steve Davison – Treasurer 
Richard Goddard – Club Secretary 
 
 At this meeting the Club would normally be presented with the Financial Accounts for the previous 

 

  

Editor; Past President  
Peter Goldsworthy P.H.F.  

Swindon Thamesdown Editor of the year 2007 
District 1100 Editor of the Year 2008/9 (Yeah!) 
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year, but as these were not yet fully audited, this will be done at a later date. 
 
 Next on the Agenda was the Business and Fellowship Meeting, and the following was 
reported: 
 
 Phil Skelton – Club Administration Chairman, announced details of the Christmas Meal 
on 22 December and requested that the meal choices be sent directly to him as soon as 
possible.  If no choices are made, the choice will be made for you! 
 
 Bob Barrett – Community Chairman, asked what was the latest position regarding the 
Aquaboxes.  Alan Jefferies replied that 6 of the boxes have been allocated to schools 
and one box has been allocated to the Holiday Inn.  Bob also mentioned that the Calen-
dars for 2010 are now complete and ready to be collected from the printers.  Production 
costs have been covered by sponsors, but in order to make a profit we need to find loca-
tions to sell as many as possible (e.g. place of work, charity stalls, etc). 
 
 Barbara Goulding spoke about the Krakow trip next May.  20 people have now paid 
their deposits, but there was nothing more to report. 
 
 John Fisher – SVP – announced there were still some gaps in the rota for the Christmas 
sleigh and would members please try and fill these gaps to make this a successful col-
lection. 
 
 As I wasn’t able to give a brief report on our amazing trip to India, I have now completed 
a written report, which hopefully will be included in this Moonraker, and will shortly be 
posted on our web site.  If there is enough interest, Sue and I would like to give a pres-
entation at some time in the future on a partners night. 
 
  
 Steve Davison 
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Meeting November 17th 2009  
Host S.V.P. John Fisher (cont overleaf) 
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Rotary meeting – Tuesday 24 th November 2009. 
Host SVP John Fisher 
This Rotary evening was a different one in so much that we had a visit to the Divisional Police 
HQ at Gablecross, in Swindon then back to the Holiday Inn where our speaker, after the meal, 
was Paul Howlett the Police Divisional Commander for Swindon. 
We were met at the Police Station by Inspector Deborah Waters who I later found out had only 
been in the Police force since 1998. Deborah took us around the various offices pointing out dif-
ferent departments and explaining their roles in the fight against crime. Having walked through 
the ground floor we emerged into the walled rear car park where we met a Traffic Cop who ex-
plained his patrol car to us. We were able to see just how much equipment was in the back of 
the Mercedes estate car used predominately for motorway work. Included in the equipment was 
one cuddly toy for the odd occasion when children are involved in road traffic accidents to hope-
fully calm them down. 
A few of us were able to sit in the cars and see all the internal equipment which is used to check 
vehicles on the road to see if they are taxed, insured and have MOT certificate. The results are 
instance, so be aware, make sure you have everything up to date before your journey. 
We were shown two plain police cars which patrol the area by uniformed Police officers. One of 
the cars has a camera mounted on the roof over the front passenger door which looks into cars 
when overtaking to check if drivers are using mobile phones, shaving, doing their nails, make-up 
or reading the paper. I must admit I thought this was great having seen the number of people on 
the phone whilst driving. One question, did anyone get the numbers of the plain cars just in 
case, I DID, will disclose details for a small price!!!!! 
We all then returned to the offices and visited the pro-active unit and burglary unit then up to the 
executive suite where all the senior officers sit and make those important decisions. After this 
we went to the cell area and were allowed to visit a cell block and see what a ‘five star’ hotel is 
like. From the expressions on some of the Rotarians faces it appeared that some had been 
there before. I did see the initials Phil S and RF inscribed on one of the cell walls which give’s 
one an indication of some of the characters in the club. Still I suspect there are a few Rotarians 
who probably should have visited them in the past, me included. 
Having never worked in this police station it was good to see that the equipment has been 
somewhat updated. People have their own desk and chair and a cupboard to put things in, un-
heard of in my day. Also it was good to see a few old colleagues but I must admit that the 
phrase ‘policemen look so young nowadays’ is certainly true. I have to say that I did feel just a 
bit home sick whilst at the Police station but this quickly disappeared once I got in my car to 
leave. 
Having completed the visit and not losing any of our number we returned to the Holiday Inn 
where we had our meal in the restaurant of Pie, Potato and veg with our guests Deborah and 
Paul. After the meal and ‘The Queen’ we retired to a small room for the rest of the evening. 
I introduced our speaker Paul Howlett who explained about Policing in Swindon. Paul has been 
in the Police service for 28 years the majority of which have been spent on CID. He has been 
the senior investigating Officer on many large cases of murder etc, and has a wealth of experi-
ence in criminal matters. For the last few years he has been the Divisional Commander of the 
Swindon Division which is the largest populated division of the three in the county of Wiltshire. 
 Having known Paul for 20 years or more he was his usual articulate self explaining that crime 
had been reduced in the town and that policing was now integrated with a multi agency re-
sponse to problem people and families. It was interesting to know that a vast majority of Police 
time is taken up by a small minority of individuals. In an area with a population of 190,000 there 
are probably 60 or so problem families who eat into police time and the multi agencies re-
sources. 
The usual matters such as ASBOS, Criminal Damage, burglaries were touched upon by Paul 
but his message basically was that Swindon was not too bad a place to live and that even 
though his resources were stretched at times we were all receiving good policing in the town. 
Paul then took several questions from the floor all of which were constructive and appropriate. 
Having looked around the room during Paul’s speech I could see that everyone was absorbed in 
what he was saying. 
After he had finished SVP thanked both Deborah and Paul for firstly showing us around the Po-
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lice Station and then for attending our meeting and giving us such a good insight into Policing 
in Swindon. Paul did mention to me that he would quite willingly come back to the club again 
in the future and give us another talk. 
Our Leader President Richard then took over and after a bit of business the evening was con-
cluded with ‘Rotary round the world linked with the Rotary Club of Marlborough’. 
Bob Barrett IPP, JVP, CDM, GWM & BAR then handed out the Rotary calendars for each 
member to sell. We have 500 to sell which could net us over £2500 for charity, so come on 
guys ‘let’s get  selling’ . I did actual sell one to Paul on the night so now I have 9 to sell.  Can 
I say the pictures are really good and clear, well done Virginia Winton. 
 
 Rotarian John Fisher 
Senior Vice President 
The Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown 
 
  
 Editor Golds; 
Having seen the Round Robin for the sleigh I was ve ry surprised to note that 
some members had not committed to any shifts at all  yet—I do hope you have 
sorted your diaries out by now and can support this  our largest fundraise rof 
the year    
 
Remember your Rotary Club needs YOU!  
 
 
Or else this logo means NOTHING  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


