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By email to all members of Swindon Thamesdown Rotary Club, Foothill Highlands Rotary Club, Tappahannock Ro-
tary Club and selected Australian Rotary Club Members by Snail-mail to Hon, Members of Swindon Thamesdown and 

now available on our website at;  
http://www.rotaryclubofswindonthamesdown.org.uk/ 

The comments expressed in this newsletter, if not credited to someone else, are the thoughts & opinions of the Editor and therefore may 
not be the opinions of all the members of the Rotary Club of Swindon Thamesdown.  
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President Richard Fry 
2009/10  

 Meeting November  2009  
Host Rtn Dave Coe  
 
 
My host duties began at just after 8.10pm as a result of John Flanagan flying off 
to Spain. Thank you to who ever put up all the regalia etc. With no speaker available Alan stepped in 
with a quiz which highlighted why most of us are not in the club's Rotary quiz team. A couple of 
bright sparks shone through however and in particular Chris Ockwell and our eventual winner 'Steve 
the brain Davison' who hardly put a foot wrong - this must be a sign of a misspent youth. The vote of 
thanks hardly got started before Alan had to take a conference call! but he returned to accept his 
plaudits in due course.  
It was good to see Alan in fine fettle. 
  
Our President reported a good result for the Skittles evening against Calne Rotary club at the White 
Heart Inn at Compton Basset (no sign of Robbie Williams) with one of our teams winning the two 
bottles of ale. 
  
The Xmas Sleigh is well on it's way with some good collections so far. There are a few gaps left to fill 
so please check your diaries and contact John Fisher if you can help out. This is one of our best 
fund raising events so we need to make the most of it' 
  
David Coe 
 
  
Host report meeting 8 December Host PP Peter Goldsw orthy. 
 
 Tonight we welcomed two visitors one a Past president of the Rotary Club of Delhi the other our speaker of 
the evening Don Brown who had also spoken to us on a partners evening in the past ion his profession as a 
weather forecaster with the RAF but this time his subject was somewhat different! 
 
 We had a few lads out collecting monies with our Christmas float and because two did not make it back to the 
meeting to eat the three lucky blighters who did got to share their gammon and chips between them see pic-
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tures of their delighted little faces! 
 
 Our speaker described the battle of the Philippine sea twixt the Yanks and the Japs ( so much for 
P.C. there then with those abbreviations) Now I took copious notes as Don rattled off figures of 
how many battle ships, aircraft carriers, fighter planes, bombers, zeros and tomcats and hellfight-
ers that I can’t read any of them suffice it to say that it seemed to be a long drawn out way to beat 
another country into submission but believe me I don’t mean that lightly for Dick Biddle and I wit-
nessed the destruction when we visited Corrigedor where the yanks had a bit of do -- this is now 
left as a permanent reminder with shell holes, bullet holes, underground cave hospitals, etc, etc. 
 
 However I digress Don gave a us a fully detailed account of the times from  1942 to 1944 as his 
friend who flew Catalina’s during the war talked him into this project as a partner but now he does 
it himself for instance after Pearl Harbour the yanks had only 4 aircraft carriers –  
It was news to most of us that the Australians were the ones to beat back the Japs in the Coral 
Sea –  
The Yorktown was badly damaged but got to Pearl harbour and was repaired in 72 hours –  
that American torpedoes were rubbish and often didn’t explode had a short range and were not 
accurate but the Japs torpedoes beat them on all counts as the y had a range of 40 miles(in 
1942!!) and could do I think he said 40 knots!! (I could be wrong there!)  
Later the Yanks Hellcat aircraft had the edge over the Zeros and the Yanks held the air during 
daylight and the Japs at night but the Japs withdrew as it was not worth their losses. 
Don showed us diagrams of both American and Japanese Fleet positions but then I am afraid I 
got a bit confused so now I am just going to finish my report by saying he got us as far as 1944. 
(when I was just 4 years old!) 
 
 Other items worth mention was that the visiting past presidents phone rang twice and he actu-
ally took the calls  Rotarian Andy (Santa) Tapper’s also rang twice and P.P. Alan Jefferies phone 
also rang and we didn’t have a sergeant at arms to fine them – such a missed opportunity!! 
 
 The host response to the speaker was of his normal witty, erudite, charming, forthright, pertinent, 
humourus, thought provoking, smilemaking, wondrous and charming way with words leaving the 
spellbound gathering gasping for more!!! 
 
 Notice Please  PP Phil Skelton NEEDS MONEY!!!  The Christmas bit of a do is just 2 weeks 
away and your payment of £30.00 per head should be with him Tuesday evening (Today) as he is 
paying the Hotel on your behalf. 
Make your cheques out to Chisledon House Hotel as there is no need to burden the treasurer with 
even more work! Your wine payments if pr-ordered can be added to the cheque or you can order 
and pay on the night. 
 
 IPP Bob Barrett  reminded all members to move the calendars get ‘em into shops or charities if 
charity’s sell ‘em for a fiver they can keep a very generous donation of 50%  on e ach one  - so 
go to it me heartys lets show Bob you really do care!! 
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Captions Please!!! 

TWO Gammon steaks, SVP? 

Great (or maybe grate) Vote of Thanks!! 


