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/ Blunsdon in the Snow \

Merry Christmas, | had to include this Christmas Ca  rd we re-
ceived from Jenny & P.P. Peter Newson on the Front  page for
you will see that the Blunsdon Railway must have na  med their
carriage after this Award Winning Bulletin — (or did they?)
| loved the message too of, ‘saw this and thoughto  fyou?




Rotary Club Meeting 15 " December 2009
Host Double Past President, Assistant District Governor Rtn, T ony Horn

Having delayed the meeting until 8.00 pm to
enable the Sleigh Team to join us, our depleted
numbers sat down to a Christmas meal of Soup,
Turkey and Trimmings with roasties, sprouts
and the inevitable carrots, followed by Xmas
pudding, and a choice of a glass of red or white

wine.

President Richard started the proceedings by presenting Stella with our
usual Xmas gift for her and her team.

Our speaker was Martin Perry (Assistant Governor Zone H)  from the
Rotary Club of Ledbury on their Caribbean Diabetic Foot Care Pro-
ject. The Tobago Foot Care Project was started in 2002 when Ledbury
Rotarian John Greedy met with Dr Lloydan Joseph in Tobago and
learned of the very high rates of lower-limb amputations on the island
as a result of diabetes.

The aim of the project was to train the local doctors and nurses in tech-
niques to reduce the incidence of amputation.

It is not widely know but more people die form diabetes annually than die form HIV/Aids and Ma-
laria. Whereas 10 % of the population have controlled diabetes in the UK in excess of 20% have
diabetes in the Caribbean partially caused by poor diet and the availability of raw sugar cane to
break off and eat.

People with diabetes are 25 times more likely to lose a leg than people without the condition and
more alarmingly in the Caribbean of the people who lose one limb 61% die within 5 years and if
people lose both limbs they are likely to die within 18 months.

Thanks to the initial success in teaming with some Canadian Podiatrists the project in Tobago
was extremely successful and has seen the reduction in amputations by 70%. So successful was
the training programme that the Government of Trinidad and Tobago extended the project into
Trinidad with the support of local Rotarians as part of their Health Programmes.

Since the success on the initial programme the Rotary Club is now partnering with the Interna-
tional Diabetes Federation which championed similar actions in Asia to extend the programme
throughout the Caribbean and Central America. Other Caribbean islands have been adopted by
Rotary Clubs (Montserrat and Nevis using monetary help from West Ottawa Rotary Club,
Gloucester Severn with the British Virgin Island — St Martens etc). Although the availability of Ro-
tary Matching Grants is on hold they are still able to expand the project because of the links with
the International Diabetes Federation.

The Partnership with IDF has seen the instigation of national Diabetes Awareness Days which
has seen such buildings as the Market House in Ledbury, the Pyramids and Sydney Opera



House all lit in blue on the same day.

This was clearly and example of Extraordinary Rotarians doing Extraordinary Things which re-
sulted in Ledbury receiving the said award in 2008 from RIBI

This project is not about cure but about prevention and maybe Rotary can be instrumental in
making the link with a Jaiphur Limb Project to improve the life expectancy of those who do suf-
fer amputations.

T.H. 17.12.09 - photos by Hon Sec Rtn, Richard Goddard

* note from Editor Golds; does P.P. Andrew Whiting wear the same hat to the Christmas do
every year?- from my memory of the pictures year after year it would appear so.

22nd December 2009
The Rotary Christmas ‘bit of a do’ at Chisledon Hou  se Hotel

Host Rotarian Barbara Goulding - Photos by P.P. Phil Skelton —Technical equipment; pro-
jector and laptop courtesy of Goldsworthys Hairdressing |.T. Department  (well you gotta give
‘em a plug when they earn it!!)

THE REPORT ON THE CHRISTMAS PARTY HELD AT THE CHEEDON HOUSE HO-
TEL ON TUESDAY 22'° DECEMBER 2009

Now that | have finally broken free from the shiaskin my kitchen and the final guests have
left | have found a little moment to do the dutiWulite up as requested. The slight problem is
that it seems such a long time ago and after fosibobly that | am finding it difficult to remem-
ber how it actually went. | am hoping that you te still quite merry and after the New Year
Eve’s celebration will believe anything you read.

It was a beautiful cold and frosty winter nighhefe was a brightly lit Christmas tree in the gar-
den to greet us as we approached from the car pekmet in the bar and enjoyed greeting each
other and warming up with a drink.

The organisation was faultless. Phil had everigcigoice from the menu discreetly marked on
our place settings so the waiting staff knew wbait in front of us. Without this | am sure
there would be utter chaos as with failing memofyes | do include myself here) we would be
insisting we would deviate from the original chace

President Richard started the proceedings withrey on his gong and | said grace, crackers
were pulled and some hats were worn. The food veispresented and tasty with lots of sea-
sonal vegetables. After desert coffee and mince \pege available.

We were having such a good time that the houtherlock were ticking by so after the loyal
toast President Richard let us have a 10 minutdaireak before our talk.

President Richard introduced our Speaker Katal€tethe Curator of Bowood House. She has
been involved with Bowood for over 25 years. She ddao been involved with other local issues
such as Stonehenge and Avebury.



Peter Goldsworthy was in charge of showing theesliand was kept on his toes by Kate who be-
cause of us taking so long enjoying our meal hatbtwlense an hour long talk to about 20 minutes
so orders of “next one” were shouted to Peter wtdis best to keep up.

Editors note; sometimes she talked for a bit lorggeyut a slide and the laptop went to sleep and
she got a bit short with me when the next slidendidmaterialise instantly on her command -- ah
well, due to my career | am used to being theditine of the fairer séx

Bowood House was bought by John Petty Fitzmathieet" Earl of Shelbourne in 1754; his de-
scendants have lived there ever since. They haved in public office for over 200 years. The
changing fortunes of the family, through difficalid easier times, are reflected in the evolution of
Bowood House and Gardens,

We were shown paintings and pictures of the Hassié changed through the years. It was a for-
midable residence where all the important peopkh®time came to stay for weekends and parties.

The House and Gardens were opened to the pulli@4b. Over the past 30 years the gardens
have been maintained and improved with major phgngchemes and rhododendrons. There is also
an Adventure Playground a Golf Course and a Spaianel.

There was some time for questions and answerghandKate was given a vote of thanks and Rich-
ard presented her with a seasonal poinsettia a¥naeigt as a thank you.

We also held a raffle the prize was a meal for avdhe Jewel in the Crown. £215 was collected
for the Cumbrian Flood Appeal and Wendy Dukes wangrize. She seems to be very lucky with
raffle prizes.

She was also briefly teased and told that sheatsadwon the 200 Club Draw. It was all lies!!!!

P.P. John Flanagan won that draw.

All exchanged greetings and best wishes for Qhastand the New Year as we left for home after
a very enjoyable and happy time.

Wishing you all a healthy and happy and harmoniid)

Pictures overleaf, Editor
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| don't know if these are politically correct, nor do I really care as they are funny, hope you agree,  if not —
well OK!

IDIOT SIGHTING #1

My daughter and | went through the McDonald's take-out window and | gave the girl a £5 note. Our total was £4.20,
so | also handed her a Twenty pence piece

She said, 'you gave me too much money.' | said,'Yes | know, but that way you can just give me a pound back.'

She was puzzled and went to get the manager who asked me to repeat my request. | did so, and he handed me
back the 20 pence and said 'We're sorry but they could not do that kind of thing.' The girl then proceeded to give
me back 80 pence in change!

Do not confuse the staff at MacD's.

IDIOT SIGHTING #2

We had to have the garage door repaired. The GARADOR repairman told us that one of our problems was that we
did not have a 'large' enough motor on the opener.l thought for a minute, and said that we had the largest

one GARADOR made at that time, a 1/2 horsepower. He shook his head and said, '"Madam, you need a 1/4 horse-
power.' | responded that 1/2 was larger than 1/4 and he said,'NOOQ, it's not. Four is larger than two..'

We haven't used Garador repair since. Happened in Moor Park ,Nr Watford UK

IDIOT SIGHTING #3

| live in a semi rural area. We recently had a new neighbour call the local town council office to request the removal
of the "DEER CROSSING" sign on our road. She said the reason was : 'Too many deer are being hit by cars out
here! | don't think this is a good place for them to be crossing anymore.'

Story from Potters Bar , Herts , UK

IDIOT SIGHTING #4

My daughter went to a local Kentucky Fried and ordered a taco. She asked the person behind the counter for
'minimal lettuce.' He said he was sorry, but they only had iceberg lettuce.

From South Oxhey Herts , UK...

IDIOT SIGHTING #5

| was at the airport, checking in at the gate when an Irish airport employee asked,

'Has anyone put anything in your baggage without your knowledge? To which | replied, 'If it was without my knowl-
edge, how would | know?" He smiled knowingly and nodded, 'That's why we ask.'

Happened Luton Airport ... UK

IDIOT SIGHTING #6

The stoplight on the corner buzzes when it's safe to cross the street. | was crossing with an intellectually chal-
lenged co-worker of mine. She asked if | knew what the buzzer was for. | explained that it signals blind people
when the light is red.

Appalled, she responded, 'What on earth are blind people doing driving?!'

She is a Local County Counciller employee in Harrow , Middlesex , UK

IDIOT SIGHTING #7

When my husband and | arrived at Our Local Ford dealer to pick up our car, we were told the keys had been
locked in it. We went to the service department and found a mechanic working feverishly to unlock the drivers side
door. As | watched from the passenger side, | instinctively tried the door handle and discovered that it was
unlocked. 'Hey," | announced to the Fitter/Mechanic, 'its open!' His reply, 'l know. | have already done that side.’
This was at Ford dealership in St Albans,Hertfordshire UK.

IDIOT SIGHTING #8

A coach party were out for the day, stopped of at a refreshment halt in Hertforshire and queued up for tea and cof-
fee. One group asked for "Six decaffinated please".to which the girl replied: " Sorry, we only do coffee!" ..

Story from Luton Probus.

STAY ALERT! They walk among us, and the scary part is that they have the RIGHT TO VOTE and to PRODUCE!



Why ..... do Tesco's make the sick walk all the way to the back of the store to get their prescrip-
tions while healthy people can buy cigarettes at the front.

Why ..... do people order double cheeseburgers, large fries, and a diet coke.
Why ...do banks leave both doors open and then chain the pens to the counters.

Why ...... do we leave cars worth thousands of pounds in the driveway and put our useless junk in
the garage.

Why . .....do they have drive-up ATM machines with Braille lettering.

EVER WONDER ...
Why the sun lightens our hair, but darkens our skin ?

Why women can't put on mascara with their mouth closed?

Why don't you ever see the headline 'Psychic Wins Lottery'?

Why is 'abbreviated' such a long word?

Why is it that doctors call what they do 'practice'?

Why is lemon juice made with artificial flavor, and dishwashing liquid made with real lemons?
Why is the man who invests all your money called a broker?

Why is the time of day with the slowest traffic called rush hour?

Why isn't there mouse-flavored cat food?

Why didn't Noah swat those two mosquitoes?

Why do they sterilize the needle for lethal injections?

You know that indestructible black box that is used on planes? Why don't they make the whole
plane out of that stuff?!

Why don't sheep shrink when it rains?

Why are they called apartments when they are all stuck together?
If flying is so safe, why do they call the airport the terminal?

Why? Good question.

Now that you've smiled at least once, it's your turn to spread the stupidity, for we all need to smile
every once in a while.



10



